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Disposition: Being loyal and stead fast	

Lesson: Three

Question/LO: What sort of friend was Judas?

	Dimension of learning

	Activities
	Resources

	Learning about religious traditions and non-religious world-views




	Recap the information gathered by pupils in week 1 of this unit, about the disciples and how they showed themselves to be loyal and steadfast to Jesus. Mention another disciple, Judas. He was called to be a disciple at the same time as the other disciples and travelled around with them all over a period of about three years. His special job was to look after the money that the disciples used when travelling about. He heard everything that Jesus said and saw everything that he did, just like the other disciples. However, one day, in the final week of Jesus life, something made Judas decide to help the religious authorities in Jerusalem find a way to arrest Jesus. Judas agreed to lead them to Jesus. Then the religious leaders would give thirty pieces of silver as a reward. This might have been worth about thirty days work for a worker.

Later in the week, Judas attended the last meal that Jesus and the disciples ate to celebrate the Jewish Passover. Tell the story from John 13: 21-30

This was probably not easy decision for Judas to make. What made him a bit different from the other disciples that he was a ‘Zealot’, a member of a group of Jewish people who wanted to drive the Romans out of the land of Israel. Perhaps he wanted Jesus to lead an army to drive the Romans out. Help Pupils to create a list of reasons why Judas may have wanted to let the religious leaders know where to find Jesus and accept the money. This was a betrayal. They may list some of these:

· He might have been greedy
· He might not have liked Jesus
· He might have been disappointed in Jesus not doing more to help people against the Romans
· He might have wanted the religious leaders to like him
· He might have wanted to provoke Jesus in rebelling against the Romans

Helps pupils create a list of ideas about why it was a bad idea for Judas to act in this way. They may list some of these
· He had heard Jesus’ teaching, seen the healing and the miracles.
· He had seen all the loving and kind person that Jesus was
· It was a mean thing to do
· Jesus had chosen him to be his friend and disciple
· Just like the other disciples Judas had given up his former life and spent three years following Jesus

Ask for a volunteer to take the role of Judas. Using these ideas, pupils create a conscience alley for ‘Judas’ to walk down. On one side of the line, pupils call out reasons why Judas should betray Jesus to the authorities. On the other side, pupils call out why he should not do so. At the end of the line ‘Judas’ makes his decision. 

Explain to pupils that when Judas left the meal with the disciples, he went to the authorities to tell them that Jesus would be in the Garden of Gethsemane later in the evening.  Th plan was for Judas to go to Jesus and give him a kiss of greeting. This is what happened later in the evening and Jesus was arrested.

How do the pupils think Judas felt afterwards when Jesus was arrested and then killed? The Bible reports that Judas felt very guilty and miserable and tried to give the money back to religious leaders, and never went back to being part of the disciple group. It ended very badly for him.

Question: Was Judas showing loyalty to anything? Was he loyal and steadfast to Jesus? How did he show this? What were the consequences?
	The story of Jesus going to see religious authorities can be found in these three separates yet similar, gospel accounts Matthew 26: 14-16 Mark 14: 10-11 Luke 22: 1-6

A picture story can be found here: 
https//www.freebibleimages.org/photos/judas-betrays-jesus 
Remember to download the story planner




John 13: 21-30 https//www.biblegetaway.com Choose international Children’s bible version or use the story ‘An important meal’ from Lion Storyteller Bible or use another set of pictures from 
https//www/freebibleimages.org/photos/last-supper/ Remember to download the story planner

Alternatively, there is an imagined drama about the events of the last supper from RE Quest:

https//request.org.uk/resource/teachers/teaching-resource/john-an-eyewitness-account/ Use episode 2 the last supper










	Learning from faith and non-religious world-views
	Question: When it is difficult keep being loyal, how do I stay strong?
	n/a

	Learning to discern

	Question: Do I ever stay loyal to a group or idea because I really agree, or because I want to be part of the group?
	n/a
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This revision, when taught in the context of all the lessons in this series, is compliant with
the 2022 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.
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