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Disposition: Being Accountable and living with integrity	

Lesson: Three

Question/LO: How is the story of Jonah important to Jewish people and Christians? How do many Jewish families say sorry to each other and sorry to God?

	Dimension of learning

	Activities
	Resources

	Learning from experience

	Recap the situations that pupils recalled of finding different ways to show being sorry – sometimes called ‘repentance’
	n/a

	Learning about religious traditions and non-religious world-views




	Explain that everybody makes mistakes. It can sometimes be hard to admit to them and tell people that we have made one, and it can be tempting to try and cover it up so no one knows. It takes courage to face up to mistakes.  Jewish people save a few days every year for thinking about what about what they have done wrong in the year, and which people they have upset. They spend ten days thinking about their mistakes and saying sorry to people and saying sorry to God. Question: I wonder how it feels to go up to someone and say ‘sorry’ for something that might have happened many weeks ago? 

Another thing that some Jewish people do at this time is to do Tashlich.  This is going to a river and throwing breadcrumbs into the water to show they are throwing away all the bad things they may have done in the past year. A Jewish child, like the one you have already shown, might say, ‘When we do Tashlich everyone in my family tells God what we are sorry for. I make my new year's resolutions.’

You may wish to try this activity: Give out washable markers and paper. Ask pupils to depict something they did that they are sorry for and don’t want to repeat. When they are ready, they can bring their paper to the water, and watch as the mistakes wash away.
How do pupils feel when their ‘bad thing’ is washed away? 

On the final day of this time known as Yom Kippur, there is time to go to the synagogue (Jewish place of worship) to pray and ask God for forgiveness as well. Jewish people say sorry for anything they have done wrong and remember that God will balance their good deeds against their bad. This is helps them to remember to start the new year with good deeds.
   
This item (Shofar) plays a part in encouraging people to say sorry. Show pupils an actual shofar or show a picture. If you have an actual shofar in the classroom, pass it around and ask pupils what they can tell you about it – shape, feel, texture, colour.   If you have just an image, ask pupils what they can see. In either case, ask if they can think of how it might be linked to an idea of being sorry. Respond to answers. Explain that the sound it makes can be quite sad and it reminds Jewish people to remember to ask for forgiveness, and not to hide their deeds.

Show the clip of Charlie in the synagogue. He has a turn at blowing the shofar. He finds it hard at first, but it becomes easier with advice from his friend, and by practising. I wonder if it is the same when saying sorry? It is hard at first, but people can become better at it if they practise. Charlie explains that his dad and mum fast (don’t eat at all) for a whole day at Yom Kippur to show they are sorry. They spend time praying. At the synagogue, people listen to the story of Jonah. Can pupils think why this story is told at Yom Kippur? 

At the end of the video clip, Charlie says what is good about having this chance to think about his life. He feels forgiven by God and can start the new year afresh. Ask pupils what they think this feels like. Like many Jewish people do, Charlie has promised to be kinder to others in the new year ahead. 
 
	

Show a picture of a Jewish child or use a Persona doll or take a still image of the boy in this video clip
'How my family marks Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur' - CBBC Newsround (round about 2.34) The clip will be used later in the session.









Washable markers, paper, sink, bucket or water tray











Shofar from the school’s artefacts box for Judaism. Or show a picture. Eg https://www.judaicawebstore.co.uk/classical-rams-horn-shofar-small-natural-p9663 





'How my family marks Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur' - CBBC Newsround


Once the pupils know about the shofar you might like to show a 30 second clip showing people in different countries blowing the shofar
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/listen-to-the-shofar-blown-around-the-world/ 


	Learning from faith and non-religious world-views
	Ask pupils if they think it is a good idea to have a special time to own up and say sorry to people. I wonder, if we had a special time in this class who we might say sorry to? If we had a time to promise to do good things, I wonder what promises we would make. Ask pupils what good deeds they think they might do today / in the coming week. Give pupils the opportunity to complete a leaf shape with something that they would like to do to be kind to someone.
	Paper leaves
Tree structure for a promise tree

	Learning to discern

	Question: Can fear of consequences sometimes put me off doing the right thing? Are there ever times when telling the truth is not kind?
	n/a
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This revision, when taught in the context of all the lessons in this series, is compliant with
the 2022 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.

We wish to thank to all the contributors to this city-wide resource.
© Birmingham City Council, MMXXII.




