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Disposition: Being Loyal and Steadfast	

Lesson: Four

Question/LO: 	What makes a good friend? What sort of friend was Peter?

	Dimension of learning

	Activities
	Resources

	Learning about religious traditions and non-religious world-views




	Recap the story of Jesus and Peter. What happened in their relationship?

Read the story of Peter in prison reference Acts 12:1-19. Explain that Peter was imprisoned for knowing Jesus.

I wonder why Peter stood up for Jesus and did not deny that he knew him?

Discuss what it would be like to be punished or to go to prison for being friends with someone. Sometimes ‘we’ might be friends with someone, and another group of friends might fall out with us for being someone else’s friend… but it would be on another level that we would go to prison for someone…
	Acts 12:1-19 Bible Gateway: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+12%3A1-19+&version=NRSVA

	Learning to discern

	Continuing the idea of changing our behaviour because of friends:
Introduce the concept of peer pressure, how sometimes we might at or say something differently to how we normally would be and do because we are with different people. Explain to the pupils that this can be a positive or a negative thing.

Explore the following scenarios with pupils. These could be enacted through role play.
For each discuss whether the responses is negative or positive. Would you always respond to that scenario in that way? What would need to be different?
•	You are in the playground with a group of friends when a pupil new to the school asks if they can join in with your game. Your friends say ‘No – why should we? We don’t know them’ What do you do? What should you do?
•	You are playing around at your friend’s house. You’ve been told not to eat anything before tea. Your friend has a secret stash of sweets and everyone is diving in not to miss out on the best ones. What do you do? What should you do?
•	You and a friend are let out of class to take something to the school office. The lady in school office is away from her desk and when you go in you see the money for the school trip that was being counted… Your friend is tempted to take some of the money, not all of it… You try to persuade them to step away, but they say they need the money to buy something for their Mum. What do you do? What should you do?
•	At home time you are leaving school and you see an older girl on their bike heading through the school playground. There are some visitors cars parked and the girl can’t quite fit her bike through the gap. She scrapes one of the cars and then leaves. You suggest to your friends you should go in and tell someone about what you have seen. Your friends say to forget about it, she’s an older pupil and you’ll get in trouble because she saw you there. What do you do? What should you do?

Conclude by discussing: When is it ever right not to do what your friend asks? Does this make you less loyal to your friends or more steadfast in who you are?
	n/a
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This revision, when taught in the context of all the lessons in this series, is compliant with
the 2022 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.
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