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Mahendra Story 
[image: image of a god]


[image: hindu wedding]

      [image: Many years ago there was a king named Mahendra, who was very wise and good. The people in his kingdom were very happy because they knew that he treated them fairly and looked after their needs.]


[image: King Mahendra]

[image: However, King Mahendra had a problem. He was getting old and had no children to rule the country after him.]



[image: Crowd of people]
	


[image: Then, King Mahendra had an idea]

[image: He decided to look for a person who was good, to become king after him. He announced this throughout his kingdom and invited his people to the palace so that a successor to his throne could be chosen.]



[image: Many people rushed to the palace. King Mahendra spoke to the people and handed out seeds to each person. He told them to plant the seeds. He said that whoever brought back the best and most colourful flowers would be chosen as the Prince. He thought that the person that could take care of plants and make them grow could also make the kingdom better.]
[image: Seeds]













[image: The people took the seeds and went back home.]

[image: Some weeks later, people started bringing back their flowerpots, some containing amazing flowers. Each pot plant was tagged with the name of the owner. A team of judges were going to choose the winner.]

[image: One man, however, had not grown a plant, not even a tiny one, in his flowerpot. When he brought his flowerpot, containing only soil to the palace, people stared at him in disbelief. Some even made fun of him. Because there was no plant to which he could fasten his nametag, he simply attached it to the side of the flowerpot.]
[image: Flowerpots]








[image: The whole palace ground was turned into a garden. There were many many beautiful flowers and the colours were breathtaking. The judges thought it would be difficult to choose the winner from such a wonderful display.]
[image: Colourful flowers in a field]


[image: One the day of judging, all of the people turned up at the palace. Everyone wondered which flowerpot would be chosen. The ministers looked at the judges and the judges talked together for a long time about their choice of winner. The harbinger then announced the arrival of his majesty, King Mahendra. There were loud cheers as the king entered. "Long live the king! Long live the king!", the people started singing in chorus. The king then took his seat on the throne.]

[image: The king decided to walk amongst the plants to savour the lovely smell of the flowers and to look at the beauty of the colourful flowers that had been brought to him by his people.]

[image: Accompanied by his ministers and the palace gardener, the king walked along teach row and examined each flowerpot. Now and again he made comments about the wonderful colours and the pleasing smell that filled the palace grounds. Upon completing his tour, the king returned to the royal pavilion.]


[image: Finally, it was time for the announcement about the king's successor. The king rose from his thrown to talk to the people. There was silence. The people were really excited.]

[image: The king started to talk to the people about the one flowerpot that had only soil in it. He asked its owner to come forward and explain it to him.]


[image: A man right at the back of the huge crowd put up his hand and started walking towards the royal pavilion. He could hear people making rude remarks about him. He felt very nervous as he came face to face with his majesty, King Mahendra.]


[image: The king asked why his flowerpot has no plant. The man answered that he had tried his best, even adding more fertiliser and carefully watering the seeds. He said he was disappointed and sorry that he could not grow anything. The king stood up and told the people present that he had chosen his successor. It was the man who had grown nothing.]
[image: The people were amazed. They waited for an explanation from the king. King Mahendra placed his hand upon the shoulder of the man that was chosen as his successor and spoke to the people.]



[image: The king said "I secretly had all the seeds roasted before I gave them out. It was not possible for any of the seeds to grow. The people who grew the flowers must have bought other seeds for their flowerpots when they did not see any plants growing from my seeds."]



[image: The king continued: "I was looking for that honest person who would produce the right result. When I saw the flowerpot without any plant, I knew that I had found an honest man. A man who is brave, truthful, good and hardworking."]


[image: The people were shocked. The ministers and the judges stood with their heads bowed in agreement. The minds of the people were filled with wonder and satisfaction when King Mahendra bestowed the title of the crown prince upon the man whose honesty had won over the hearts of the people.]
[image: The king, who was clever and wise, concluded his address by saying that he had been searching for a man who possessed the Divine Wealth (Daivi Sampat), and now he had found him.]
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However, King Mahendra had a problem. He was
getting old and he had no children to rule the
country after him.
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Then, King Mahendra had an idea.
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He decided to look for a person who was good,
to become king after him. He announced this
throughout his kingdom and invited his people
to the palace so that a successor to his throne
could be chosen.
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Many people rushed to the palace. King
Mahendra spoke to the people and handed out
seeds to each person. He told them to plant the
seeds. He said that whoever brought back the
best and most colourful flowers would be chosen
as the prince. He thought that the person that
could take care of plants and make them grow
could also make the kingdom bet+ter.
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Some weeks later, people started bringing
back their flowerpots, some containing
amazing flowers. Each pot plant was
tagged with the name of the owner. A
team of judges were going to choose the
winner.
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One man, however, had not grown a plant, not even a tiny
one, in his flowerpot. When he brought his flowerpot,
containing only soil to the palace, people stared at him in
disbelief. Some even made fun of him. Because there was no
plant to which he could fasten his nametag, he simply
attached it to the side of the flowerpot.
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The whole palace ground was turned into a garden.
There were many many beautiful flowers and the
colours were breathtaking. The judges thought it
would be difficult to choose the winner from such a

wonderful display.
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On the day of judging, all of the people turned
up at the palace. Everyone wondered which
flowerpot would be chosen. The ministers looked
at the judges and the judges talked together
for a long time about their choice of winner. The
harbinger then announced the arrival of his
majesty, King Mahendra. There were loud cheers
as the king entered. Long live the king! Long live
the king! the people started singing in chorus.
The king then took his seat on his throne.
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Finally, it was fime for the announcement about
the king's successor. The king rose from his
throne to talk to the people. There was silence.
The people were really excited.
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The king started fo talk to Y
the people about.the one |
flowerpot that had only soil in §
it. He asked its owner to come /
forward and explain it to him.#,
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A man right at the back of the huge crowd
put up his hand and started walking towards
the royal pavilion. He could hear people
making rude remarks about him. He felt very
nervous as he came face to face with his
majesty, King Mahendra.
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The king asked why his flowerpot had no plant.
The man answered that he had tried his best,
even adding more fertiliser and carefully
watering the seeds. He said he was
disappointed and sorry that he could not grow
anything. The king stood up and told the people
present that he had chosen his successor. Tt
was the man who had grown nothing.
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The people were amazed. They awaited for an
explanation from the king. King Mahendra
placed his hand upon the shoulder of the man
that was chosen as his successor and spoke to
the people.
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The king said:

"I secretly had all the seeds roasted before I gave them
out. It was not possible for any of my seeds to grow. The
people who grew the flowers must have bought other seeds
for their flowerpots when they did not see any plants
growing from my seeds.”
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The king continued:

"I was looking for that honest person who would
produce the right result. When I saw the flowerpot
without any plant, I knew that I had found an
honest man. A man who is brave, truthful, good and
hardworking.”
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The people were shocked. The ministers and the
judges stood there with their heads bowed in
agreement. The minds of the people were filled
with wonder and satisfaction when King Mahendra
bestowed the title of the crown prince upon the
man whose honesty had won over the hearts of the
people.
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The king, who was clever and wise, concluded
his address by saying that he had been
searching for a man, who possessed the Divine
Wealth (Daivi Sampat), and now he had found
him.
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Many B°-©  years ago, there was a A7 king named
Mahendra, who was very € wise  and # good.
happy because they knew that he treated them fairly
and looked after their needs.
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