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[image: However, King Mahendra had one problem. He was getting older and he had no children to rule the country after him. The king, his ministers and his subjects were getting more and more anxious about the future.]



      

[image: Then, King Mahendra had an idea.
He decided to look for a person with a good character to become king after him. He announced this throughout his kingdom and invited his people to the palace so that a successor to his throne could be chosen from them.]







	[image: People flocked tot he palace on the appointed day. King Mahendra addressed the people and handed out seeds to each person present. He told them to plant the seeds. He said that whoever brought back the best grown and most colourful flowers would be chosen as the crown prince. He thougth that the person that could take care of plants and make them prosper could also make the kingdom prosper.]












[image: The people took the seeds and went back home.]





[image: Some weeks later, the people started bringing back the flowerpots, some containing amazing results. Each pot plant was tagged with the name of the owner written in big bold letters. A team of judges was chosen to help select the winner on the appointed day.]








[image: One man, however, had not grown a plant, not even a tiny one, in his flowerpot. When he brought his flowerpot, containing only soil to the palace, people stared at him in disbelief. Some even made fun of him. His flowerpot with no plant in it was surrounded by a huge variety of colourful flowers. Because there was no plant to which he could fasten his nametag, he simply attached it to the side of the flowerpot.]






[image: The whole palace ground was turned into a garden. There were rows upon rows of flowers of the most magnificent varieties that anyone had ever seen and the colours were breathtaking. The judges thought amongst themselves that it would be a difficult task to choose the winner from such a wonderful display.]





[image: On the appointed day, the whole population turned up at the palace grounds. Everyone wondered which flowerpot would be chosen. The ministers looked at the judges and the judges went into the last minute consultations. The harbinger then announced the arroval of his majesty, King Mahendra. There were loud cheers as the king entered the royal pavilion erected especially for this occasion. "Long live the king! Long live the king!", the people started singing in chorus. The king then took his seat on his throne.]




[image: A minister announced that his majesty had decided to walk amongst the plants to savour the lovely smell of the flowers and to look at the beauty of the colourful flowers that had been brought to him by his people.]

[image: Accompanied by his ministers and the palace gardener, the king walked along teach row and examined each flowerpot. Now and again he made comments about the wonderful colours and the pleasing smell that filled the palace grounds. Upon completing his tour, the king returned to the royal pavilion.]

[image: Te king started to address the people about the one failed entry where the flowerpot had only soil in it. He asked its owner to come forward and explain it to him.]






[image: A man right at the back of the huge crowd put up his hand and started making his way towards the royal pavilion. He could hear people making rude remarks about him. He felt very nervous as he came face to face with his majesty, King Mahendra.]





[image: The king asked why his flowerpot has no plant. The man answered that he had tried his best, even adding more fertiliser and carefully watering the seeds. He said he was disappointed and sorry that he could not grow anything. The king stood up and told the people present that he had chosen his successor. It was the man whose effort at growing a flowering plant from the king's seeds was a total failure.]





[image: The peoplewere amazed and the ministers and the judges were dumbfounded. They awaited an explanaton from the king. King Mahendra placed his hand upon the shoulder of the man that was chosen as his successor and spoke to the people.]




[image: The king said "I secretly had all the seeds roasted before I gave them out. It was not possible for any of the seeds to grow. The people who grew the flowers must have bought other seeds for their flowerpots when they did not see any plants growing from my seeds."]





[image: The king continued: "I was on the lookout for that honest person who would produce the right result. When I saw the flowerpot without any plant, I knew that I had found that honest man. The man with the strength of character displaying purity of heart, fearlessness, straightforwardness, truthfulness and absence of crookedness."]





[image: The people were taken aback. The ministers and the judges stood with their heads bowed in agreement. The minds of the people were filled with wonder and satisfaction when King Mahendra bestowed the title of the crown prince upon the man whose honesty had won over the hearts of the people.]







[image: The king, who waslearned and full of wisdom, concluded his address by saying that he had been searching for a man who possessed the Divine Wealth (Daivi Sampat), and now he had found him.]
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The people took the
seeds and went back
home.
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Some weeks later, people started bringing back
their flowerpots, some containing amazing results.
Each pot plant was tagged with the name of the
owner written in big bold letters. A team of judges
was chosen to help select the winner on the
appointed day.
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One man, however, had not succeeded in
ﬂrowing any plant, not even a tiny one, in

is flowerpot. When he brought his
flowerpot, containing only soil to the palace

rounds, people stared at him in disbelief.

ome even made fun of him. His flowerpot
with no plant in it was surrounded by a
huge variety of colourful flowers. Because
there was no plant to which he could
fasten his nametag, he simply attached it
to the side of the flowerpot.
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The whole palace ground was turned into a
garden. There were rows upon rows of flowers of
the most magnificent varieties that anyone had
ever seen and the colours were breathtaking.
The judges thought amongst themselves that it
would be a difficult task to choose the winner
from such a wonderful display.
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On the appointed day, the whole population furned up at
the palace grounds. Everyone wondered which
flowerpot would get chosen. The ministers looked at the
judges and the judges again went into last minute
consultations. The harbinger then announced the arrival
of his majesty, King Mahendra. There were loud cheers
as the king entered the royal pavilion erected specially
for this occasion. Long live the king! Long live the king!
the people started singing in chorus. The king then took
his seat on his throne.
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A minister announced to the people that
his majesty had decided to walk amongst
the plants to savour the lovely scents of
the flowers and to behold the beauty of
the colourful flowers that had been
brought back to him by his people.
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palace gardener, the king walked along
each row and examined each flower
pot. Now and again he made some
comments about the spectacular
colours and the pleasing aroma that
filled the palace grounds.
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The king started to address the
people about the one failed entry
where the flowerpot had only soil
init. He asked its owner to come
forward and explain it to him.
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A man right at the back of the huge crowd
raised his hand and started making his way
towards the royal pavilion. He could hear
people making rude remarks about him. He
felt very nervous as he came face to face
with his majesty, King Mahendra.
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The king asked why his flowerpot had no plant.
The man answered that he had tried his besft,
even adding more fertiliser and carefully
watering the seeds. He said he was
disappointed and sorry that he could not grow
anything. The king stood up and told the people
present that he had chosen his successor. It
was the man whose effort at growing a
flowering plant from the king's seeds was a
total failure.
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The people were amazed and the ministers
and the judges were dumbfounded. They
awaited an explanation from the king. King
Mahendra placed his hand upon the shoulder
of the man that was chosen as his successor
and spoke to the people.
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The king said:

"I secretly had all the seeds roasted before I gave them
out. It was not possible for any of my seeds to germinate.
The people who grew the flowers must have bought other
seeds for their flowerpots when they did not see any plants
growing from my seeds."
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The king continued:

"T was on the lookout for that honest person who
would produce the right result. When I saw that
one flowerpot without any plant, I knew that I had
found that honest man. The man with the strength
of character displaying purity of heart,
fearlessness, straightforwardness, truthfulness
and absence of crookedness.”
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The people were taken aback. The ministers and
the judges stood there with their heads bowed in
agreement. The minds of the people were filled
with wonder and satisfaction when King Mahendra
bestowed the title of the crown prince upon the
man whose honesty had won over the hearts of the
people.
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The king, who was learned and full of wisdom,

concluded his address by saying that he had

been searching for a man, who possessed the

Divine Wealth (Daivi Sampat), and now he had
found him.
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A king in ancient times, named
Mahendra, was famous for being wise
and just. The people in his kingdom
were very happy because they knew
that he freated them fairly and looked
after their needs.
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However, King Mahendra had one problem.
He was getting older and he had no
children fo rule the country after him. The
king, his ministers and his subjects were
becoming more and more anxious about
the future.
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Then, King Mahendra had an idea.

He decided to look for a person with a good
character to become king after him. He
announced this throughout his kingdom and
invited his people to the palace so that a
successor to his throne could be chosen from
them.
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People flocked to the palace on the appointed day. King
Mahendra addressed the people and handed out seeds to
each person present. He told them to plant the seeds. He
said that whoever brought back the best-grown and most
colourful flowers would be chosen as the crown prince. He

thought that the person that could take care of plants and
make them prosper could also make the kingdom prosper.
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