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Title: Arguments for and against belief in God.

Key Questions: What would we like to find out more about?
How do followers of T* show curiosity? 
How would my life improve if I were more curious?
Is curiosity a good thing?
Why is it good to be knowledgeable?
How do the followers of T* show they value knowledge?
What knowledge from T* do I think is valuable?
How do I respond when the views of different knowledgeable people conflict with each other?

Key Concepts: Atheism, Agnosticism, Theism, arguments, belief, practice, faith.

	Learning objectives
	Activities
	Resources

	LO: to consider arguments for and against belief in God.































	Ask students to look at a picture from the Atheist Bus Campaign from 2009 and discuss: 

What does the campaign aim to do?
What do you think of the campaign?

Introduce students to the key terms used when discuss belief in God:

Atheist: A person who does not believe in God
Agnostic: A person who is not sure whether God exists or not
Theist: A person who believes in God
Pantheist: A person who believes that God is in everything in nature and the universe
Humanist: A person who believes that it is possible to achieve happiness and fulfilment without religion.

What term could they use to describe themselves? Why.

Explain to students that one end of a line is atheism and the other end is theism. Ask them to stand on the line at the point that best represents their own view on the existence of God. Ask several students to justify why they are standing where they are.

In pairs ask students to come up with arguments for and against belief in God. They do not have to agree with these ideas but instead they are trying to form a list.

Feedback

Around the room place information on arguments for and against belief in God. Ask students to move around the room and complete a table with information on the arguments. 












In groups ask students to discuss what they have learnt this lesson:

What key word could they use to describe themselves?
Which arguments do they find convincing? Why?
Which arguments do they disagree with? Why?

Feedback.

	https://humanism.org.uk/about/atheist-bus-campaign/











































The author found the textbook Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies Unit 1A: Religion and Life - Christianity & Islam by Ms Sarah K Tyler, Mr Gordon Reid useful for this exercise.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/god/argumentsrev1.shtml
https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Why-atheists-dont-believe.pdf
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This revision, when taught in the context of all the lessons in this series, is compliant with
the 2022 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.

We wish to thank to all the contributors to this city-wide resource.
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