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Title: William Wilberforce


Key Questions: What can I learn from Christianity about the characteristics of good (and bad) leaders? What can I learn from Christianity about the need to participate? What can I learn about the need to show courage? What do I need to change to be more confident in life? How should I respond when loyalty does not appear to be rewarded? Should I steadfastly support a belief system even if I don’t agree with all its teachings or actions?

Key Concepts: loyalty, sacrifice, commitment, example, hope, determination, justice, courage.

	Learning objectives
	Activities
	Resources

	LO: to find out about the work of William Wilberforce to abolish the slave trade and how his Christian faith motivated him. 
	What can you remember about Gandhi and Malala Yousafzai? Did they change the world? How did their faith motivate them?

Draw two people – label one Good Leader and the other Christian. Write the qualities both need around your person. What crossover is there?

What was the slave trade?
Students share what they already know. Address any gaps in their knowledge.




Who was William Wilberforce?
Watch the video – how was Wilberforce a good leader and a good Christian? How does it link to your two people?

How was he motivated by his Christian faith?
Explain how Wilberforce questioned whether you could be a good Christian and an MP. How do you think this talk from John Newton would have inspired him?

“God has raised you up for the good of the church and the good of the nation, maintain your friendship with Pitt, continue in Parliament, who knows that but for such a time as this God has brought you into public life and has a purpose for you.” John Newton
John Newton

What is modern day slavery? What would Wilberforce encourage Christians to do about it?




What can you learn from William Wilberforce?
“You may choose to look the other way but you can never again say that you did not know.” 


How could you apply this in your own life?

How has Wilberforce changed the world?

How is Wilberforce changing the world?
	


















https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLU182rj0pA 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Wilberforce 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Newton 

















http://www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/lib_res_pdf/0577.pdf
This packs contains information on slavery, abolishionists and modern day slavery.
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This revision, when taught in the context of all the lessons in this series, is compliant with
the 2022 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.

We wish to thank to all the contributors to this city-wide resource.
© Birmingham City Council, MMXXII.




