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The Story of Personal Accountability

Once upon a time in Arabia, there lived many different tribes. These tribes were always at war with each other for generations. If a member of tribe A was killed by tribe B, it was quite appropriate for tribe A then to go and kill any member of tribe B. Then tribe A would take revenge in the same way and such revenge killings would go on for generations.

When prophet Mohammad ﷺ began to teach the message of Islam, some of these tribes began to follow the teachings of Islam and became Muslims. They became brothers and sisters in Islam. They became united into the common brotherhood/sisterhood of Islam. As a result, enmity between these tribes that adopted the teachings of Islam came to an end. Some of these tribes decided to migrate to Madina and settle there.

It was Friday and prophet Mohammad ﷺ was giving a sermon to the people of Madina and visitors from outside Madina. People from a tribe called Banu Tha’labah had also come. Banu Tha’labah was hostile towards a tribe that had settled in Madina and were called the Ansari. When the Ansari saw a member of the Banu Tha’labah, he became very angry because a member of his family was hurt by this tribe in the pre-Islamic days.

The Ansari stood up and said, “O prophet Mohammad ﷺ, these people hurt a member of my family. Today they have come to Madina. I beg that you allow us to finish a member of their family.”

Prophet Mohammad ﷺ said, “The Qur’an established that no-one’s burden will fall on any other. For example, retaliation for the father will not be acceptable from the son or vice versa and so on. Everyone is responsible for his own actions and should be held accountable as such.”

Prophet Mohammad ﷺ also taught Muslims that those people who have taken responsibility for their actions and been held accountable, have paid their dues to society. They are better off because bearing accountability for any injustices on the day of judgement will be very hard. 
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This revision, when taught in the context of all the lessons in this series, is compliant with
the 2022 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.

We wish to thank to all the contributors to this city-wide resource.
© Birmingham City Council, MMXXII.




