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THE STORY OF SULEMAN (SOLOMON) AND THE ANT
(QUR’AN 27: 15-19)
 
 
In today’s story from the Muslim Tradition, we will be thinking about ‘being modest and listening to others’*. We will be thinking about the fact that when we choose not to listen carefully to others, and we are not modest in our approach our actions can be unjust and can undermine other people’s dignity and respect and that God knows all about our choices.
 
There are three main characters in today’s story –God, the ants and Solomon. As this story is from the Muslim tradition, I will be using the Arabic word for God - Allah and the Arabic word for Solomon – Suleman. Muslims believe that Allah sent many prophets to teach human beings about their responsibility to each other and the world around them so that everyone in the world can live together by being just to each other and by giving each other respect and dignity. Muslims believe that Prophet Suleman was one of the many prophets of Allah. 

This story is taken from the Qur’an, the Muslim Holy Book. Muslims believe that the Qur’an is the last book revealed by Allah. Muslims also believe that Prophet Mohammad ﷺ was last prophet of Allah. Prophet Mohammad ﷺ has such an important place in Islam that whenever Muslims say his name a blessing is said – ‘peace be upon him’. So my story is from the Qur’an which was revealed to Prophet Mohammad ﷺ.

I wonder how often anyone here has made wrong choices because they did not listen, and they did not act with modesty and have therefore ended up doing something that has caused hurt. In fact I am sure that most everyone here can think of at least one wrong choice they may have made. Even the greatest people, even leaders of countries and even the most religious people sometimes make wrong choices. 

Muslims believe that all human beings are born equal and free from all sin and any wrongdoing so whenever a person hurts another by making a wrong choice and then chooses to say sorry to Allah from the bottom of their heart and really mean it - Allah will forgive their mistake. This is so because Allah loves all the people very much. Our story today shows how Suleman was able to avoid hurting the ants because he listened carefully and acted modestly.  
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This revision, when taught in the context of all the lessons in this series, is compliant with
the 2022 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.

We wish to thank to all the contributors to this city-wide resource.
© Birmingham City Council, MMXXII.




