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Disposition: Being Imaginative and Explorative	

Lesson: Two

Question/LO: What do religious people teach and practice about human creativity in worship?	

	Dimension of learning

	Activities
	Resources

	Learning about religious traditions and non-religious world-views




	What do religions encourage and prohibit in their artistic creativity?
Watch the video. It shows a number of different places of worship. What do you notice about artistic decoration?

Draw out that different religious traditions adopt quite different approaches to artistic representation, e.g. in Islam, neither prophets nor Allah are represented in drawings. Mosques are therefore beautifully decorated by tessellated patterns.

In Hinduism, decoration of the human body (Murti) is a form of worship, and the sacred dance is common in worship.

Ask pupils to discuss, then write about the form of creativity from the video that they feel the greatest connection to. The people in the video practice their art form as a way of expressing their spirituality and their connection to God.

The word mudra comes from a Sanskrit word Mud and Dhra – bliss and dissolving… bringing the worshipper and the divine together. The mudras are gestures performed with the hands to convey various feelings, expressions and meanings. They are used in worship, yoga and dance. Various Hindu deities have specific mudras associated with them. Each finger represents one of the five elements (earth, wind, fire, air and water).


	A video ‘Places of Worship’ will have downloaded into the same folder as this lesson plan.

KS2_Y5_Unit_12_Su_Wk_02_of_03_R123
_Video_Places_of_Worship_v1















	Learning from faith and non-religious world-views
	Question: Do I consider my creativity to be linked to my spirituality, my identity?
	n/a

	Learning to discern

	Question: is it ok that some forms of artistic expression are not permitted in some traditions?
	n/a
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This revision, when taught in the context of all the lessons in this series, is compliant with
the 2022 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.

We wish to thank to all the contributors to this city-wide resource.
© Birmingham City Council, MMXXII.




