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Disposition: Imaginative and Exploratory

Lesson: Three

Question/LO: 	What do Jews and Muslims think God is like? Should I insist on one way of looking at the world? Is my way of seeing the only way? What are the benefits of different points of view? 

	Dimension of learning

	Activities
	Resources

	Learning about religious traditions and non-religious world-views




	Explain to pupils that in this lesson they will continue to explore what a number of different religious people think about God.

Islam
The Qur’an in Surah (chapter) Al-Ikhlas (The Purity of Faith), Qur’an 112:1-4 describes Allah (God).  
Discuss the words used with pupils. What do Muslims think God (Allah) is like from what is written here?

Explain that in Islam there is no visualisation of God’s physical form but the attributes of God are described by the 99 beautiful names.  

Listen to the 99 names of Allah being recited.
 
Discuss the following names with pupils: 
Al-Ghafoor (forgiving), Al-Sami (Hearer), 
Ar-Rahman (Merciful), Al-Wadud (the loving one), Al-Wali (the protecting friend. 

Discuss with pupils: What does it mean if a person were described by these names? What do you think it means about God? Additionally, pupils could work in groups. Each group is given one of the names of God (Allah). Pupils to mine or demonstrate in a freeze frame the names. Please note this is NOT dramatizing God, but the meaning of the name.

Information for teachers:

(1) For Muslims Belief in Allah is one of the pillars of Imaan (beliefs). This is one of the six Pillars of Imaan (belief); Tawheed (belief in one Allah and Mohammad ﷺ the last prophet of Allah). Allah has no children, parents, partners and is beyond imagination and is understood by His attributes, the 99 names of Allah.  
(2) Risallah (belief in all the prophets Allah has sent from Prophet Adam to Prophet Mohammad ﷺ including Ibrahim, (Abraham), Musa (Moses), Isa (Jesus). 
(3) Books (belief in all the books revealed by Allah to His prophets eg Torat (Torah) to Moses, Injil (Bible) to Jesus and Qur’an to Prophet Mohammad ﷺ (Muslims believe to be the last Prophet) to name but a few.
(4) Angels such as Jibrail (Gabriel) who bought the message of Allah to all the prophets of Allah.
(5) Destiny which means that all good and bad in a Muslims life comes from Allah.
(6) Day of Judgment and life after death.  



Judaism
Explain to pupils that the festival of Shavuot is celebrated for two reasons; as a Harvest festival and it also marks the time when the Torah (the first book in the Jewish holy book which contains amongst other things, how to live well) was given to Moses. 
This festival is sometimes called the ‘festival of weeks’ as it marks the end of one harvest (barley) and the start of another (wheat). At this festival, Jewish people remember that God is the provider of everything and thank God for providing the correct weather for plants to grow, for the harvest to be successful, for providing food to eat. Although many of us are distanced from growing food as we get vegetables and grain from markets, supermarkets and shops many religious people are still grateful to God.
Jewish people believe God was, making a promise to them; supporting and giving them food, sharing how God wanted them to live. God was showing Jews ‘loving kindness’ or ‘hesed’, that they are together as a people and that they are bound to God.
Ask pupils to design a card to celebrate Shavout to give to a Jewish visitor. Pupils can emphasis the Harvest or Torah aspect of the festival or amalgamate both. They must show that the Jewish people have been brought together.

	



Resource Sheet: Surah Al-Ikhlas (112:1-4) 
KS1_Y2_Unit_11_Su_Wk_03_of_03_
R123_Resource_Worksheet_1_v1





Listen to the 99 names of Allah
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrcoYTGCXvc





























You may wish to show photographs of harvest and the gathering of grain










	Learning to discern

	Question: Discuss with pupils. Should I insist on one way of looking at the world? Is my way of seeing the only way? What are the benefits of different points of view? 
	n/a
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This revision, when taught in the context of all the lessons in this series, is compliant with
the 2022 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.

We wish to thank to all the contributors to this city-wide resource.
© Birmingham City Council, MMXXII.




