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The story of ‘The Story Seed Banyan Tree’ & the story of ‘Salt & Water’

The Chandogya Upanishad (One of the holy scriptures of Hinduism) includes the story of how a young boy Svetakelu challenged his father to prove that God who is invisible, exists.   

One day a boy and his father were talking 
“Father said Svetakelu “How can I know that God exists if I cannot see him?”
“Fetch me a fruit from the Banyan tree and break it open” his father replied
“What do you see?” Ask the father “Nothing” replied the boy “There is nothing there”

“But what would happen If you planted the seed?” asked his father
“A great tree would grow” replied Svetakelu
“Exactly! Inside that seed, not visible to the naked eye, is the most powerful force of life. In the same way, a great power pervades the entire universe. We may not be able to see it, but it exists all the same”

Then the father took some salt and mixed it into a jug of water. He stirred the water and allowed the salt to dissolve.
“Svetakelu” he said “Taste the water. Taste the separate parts of water and of salt and separate two”

Svetakelu tasted the water as his father had asked, then said “Father, every part of the water is salty. I cannot separate the two”.

“This is then the lesson” said the Father “In the same way as salt is in every drop of this water, so Braham (God) is in every part of life. Just as salt cannot be separated from the water, so all beings will finally merge with Braham. Individuals may die, but the Universal Spirit goes on Life it self does not die”.
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This revision, when taught in the context of all the lessons in this series, is compliant with
the 2022 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.

We wish to thank to all the contributors to this city-wide resource.
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