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2?th January, 1972

of indus trial sitga

The- follov.'ing report of the Chairman was submitted; -

(Gee document No. 25)

On consideration of the foregoing report? the Chairman reported that
h'.-. I'.aO. received a letter from the Town Clerk upon this matter and suggested
tir?,t consideration of the report should be deferred.

ISoOLYjiD:- That consideration, of the foregoing report "bo deferred.

Jor.-.rl -int rt: vor):i?i,T < ; f pjiblic V/orkrj

The Chairi:Um rcjpoletod the receipt of a latter fror.i Alderman Franklin
^inins at tho operations and delays in functions of the Public "fork

and lioartirien

tor7jtlior vith Counoillorf
Surveyor for investigatii

Mr. P. Bor<7

?00 RjLoOLV^D:- That ihe foregoing matter be referred to the Chairnan
Bailey, Mrr;. Hamilton and Sov/ton <?jid the City
n and necessary action.

•jQ\ The Chcdrmon, orj bohalf of the Committee, expressed to I.ir. I'i . Borg,
City Surveyor, sympathy (upon the death of his father, Mr. Philip Bor.-jj a
nurv.-yur :md engineer v/no had worked for the Corporation before the war.

The following reports of the City Surveyor were submitted:-

'.'.'ût i'.Tid'lcinds Hc/rion.?J. Sfady ' (Document No. 26.)

The City Surveyor explained in detail the implication of the Vest
Midland Regional Study Report,

H3SOLVJID:- That the foregoing report of the City Surveyor be accepte
•?.n<: approved and that the thanks of the Conmiittec bo accorded to the City
Surveyor for the lucid explanation thereof.

Aston Hall and Aatoti Ch'.trch -
Sfĵ ip;na.t.lori q£?_ ounsei.-v.-.'vtign o.rea (Document No. 27)

HSSOLVED:- That, in the circumstances set out in the foregoing
report, apjjroval bu ipvon to the area more particularly referred to and
shown on plan ?To. 11794 nov.' submitted , including Aston Hall and St.
and St. 'Paul's Church and their grounds j Aston, being designated as a
con.Gurvation cire-a in accordance T/ith the provisions of the Civic Amenities
^ct, 1967. • .
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PUBLIC WQRK3

Aatoft Hall and Ohureh aa e
onaervation Area

That the area outlined on Plan Be* 11794 :
be designated aa a conservation area under the ; •
Civlo Amenities Act 1967*

Background*

the area outlined on Plan No* 11794 contains two of the
City* a most important listed building Aatoa Hall and 3t* Peter
and 3t* Paul1 a Church, aa well aa their fairly extensive grounds*

In addition X have included other properties
whilst not of particular intereat In themselves, need to be
subject to the Increased powers of control associated with
conservation areas to ensure that the quality of this part
of the City can be retained whilst allowing changes to occur
as necessary.

Aston Hall, erected between 1618 and 1635 by 31 r fhcaas
Holts, and now in the ownership of the Corporation, is of
outstanding architectural and historic interest* It is an
example of early Jacobean house* alone with suoh properties as
Hatfleld House end Audley End* The house consists of a main
block facing east and two projecting wings which enclose a
forecourt* Externally there is little ornsaeat but the
interior shows important advances la the planning of the
entrance hall aa well as Impressive decoration and other detailing.
The house stands in fairly extensive grounds bounded on two
aides by Victorian housing, on the north aids by Trinity Boad, and
by; the newly completed Aston Expressway to the east* Althoutfx
the present grounds are very men smaller than originally.
nuch land having been sold off for residential development
before the property was purchased for public use* they are well
maintained and provide an excellent setting forthe house as
well aa views- to r*feei, surrounding parts: o£.ith£ City.

The Church of at. Peter and 3t. Tsui is the ooly church
within the City boundaries Mentioned In the Uomeaday Book.
However the Church was very extensively restored and enlarged
between 1379 and 1390 by J.A. Chatwin and the only major medieval
building to remain la the 15th century tower and eplre* the
church contains a number of monumenta, the oldest dating from
about 1360 * ' including many of the Holte family, one of whom
was responsible for the building of Aston Hall.
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(ii)

there la a third Hated building within the proposed
Conservation Area, Westbrook House, 2 Aaton Hall Road. This
property la 2-atorey with a a&i0n» fronting and dates froa
around 1800. Despite considerable efforts by the Corporation
to ensure the retention of this property it has isen oroict:£or
"kiWBe <&itte aaofl. subject -feo eerionaB ?rSBQ.aa2UL«ffi -wi-fch 1fc&£ «e.aMfl.$
that the houae is now well beyond repair. The inclusion of
the aite within a Conservation Area will At least ensure
that any new building la sympathetic to the qualities of
St. Peter and St. Paul's Church which adjoins.

This area does, therefore, have considerable
architectural and historic interest and will be one of the
most striking sights for aotoriats entering or leaving the
City along the Aston Expressway when this is open.

The designation of this area was agreed by your
Conservation Areas Advisory Cosaittee at their aeeting on
the 23rd November,

r
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The City P l a n n i n g Officer presented the following Report:

CITY OF SSRMSNEHAM
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

PLANKING COKHITO355 . 6th February, 1975.

Aston Hall and Church Conservation Area No. 12
Modification of Boundary, and Additions to the
Statutory List

(1) That changes be made to the boundary of this
Conservation Area to exclude some of the housing
in the periphery of the Park as delineated on
Plan ITo. P.1179V1.

(2) That the Secretary of State for the Environment
be requested to consider adding the Holte Hotel to
the Statutory List,

Background Information:

This report follows the format of that for Bouraville
Tenants Conservation Area Study which is on this Agenda.

a) Possible Modification to Boundary.

Boundary changes are suggested to exclude the 19th century
terraced housing on the east side of Bevington Road and on the
north side of Frederick Road. It is felt that these houses,
which are of mediocre quality and in varying states of repair,
should be excluded from the Conservation Area and the boundary
be taken along the back of properties.

b) Additions to the Statutory List

The Holte Hotel situated at the junction of Trinity Ros.d
with V/itton Lane is a good example of Victorian pub
architecture, and as such is recommended for inclusion on
the Statutory List.

Photographs and a plan of these proposals will be displayed
for your Committee's information.

Aston Hall and Church Conservation Area No. 12
Modification of Boundary, and Additions to the Statutory List(docuE9nt Ho. 18)

RS50LV3D:- (i) That the boundary of Aston Eall and Church Conservation
Area No. 12 be modified to exclude some of the housing in the periphery of Asto
Park as referred to in the foregoing report and more particularly delineated on
Plan No. 11794/1 submitted;

(ii) that the Secretary of State for the Environment bo
requested to consider the addition of the Holte Hotel to the Statutory List of
buildings of special architectural or historic interest.
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The City Planning Officer presented the following Report:

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM
• PLANNING DEPARTMENT

PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE ^?th November, 1977

Aston .Hall and Church Conservation Area
Properties in Holte Road and Witton Lane

On monitoring the survey of this Conservation.area
prepared by my Design Group the question of properties 1-29
(odds) Holte Road and 2 and 4- Witt on Lane was raised.

The properties consist of a row of 17 dwellings in
four blocks separated by three rear access passageways. There
are two operative shops at 29 Holte. Road and 1 Witton Lane and £
the buildings are probably late 19th Century. All have
ornamentation of a modest nature and are built in red brick: with
stone dressings. Each property is of two-storejs to the street
and, due to the fall of the land, three-storeys to the rear.
The appearance and condition of these properties is very poor.
A number of the dwellings are un-occupied with chimney stacks
demolished and an appearance of neglect. Many inappropriate
alterations have also taken place, particularly painting of
brickwork and provision of plywood doors. It is thought that
the buildings were originally of little architectural merit
and, due to recent neglect and inappropriate alterations, they
could now only be described as unfortunate and marring the
appearance of the c-onservation axea.

The possibility of taking action to have the properties
restored to their original condition was considered but this
was found to be costly and inadviseable due to their lack of
facilities. The alternative is a modification oftbe conservatior
area boundary to exclude then. This would appear to be the
more practical course of action and would rationalise the
conservation area so that it consists -of Aston Hall and grounds
the Church of St. Peter and St. 'Paul, the Holte Hotel, the •
cleared site of Westbrook. House ;and public open space.

The-modification would not deviate greatly from the
original line as it would now run along a concrete retaining
wall at the rear of the properties and control could still oe
exercised over alterations to the properties, as they would
be sited on the out-skirts of a conservation area. . .

The alterations to the boundary would, not only tidy up
the'appearance of tie conservation area, .but as this property
falls within the Holte/Aston Housing Action Area (No.2" Part II
it would be advantageous/to the efficient implementation-of thi
declared Urban Renewal Scheme. Within • the scheme, Nor.. 11-29
(odds) Holte Road are to be retained with general improvement
grants available. 3-9 Holte Road have been propose--' for clear
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(ii)

and
.classil
out und

2 and. -4- Vittnn Lane and
fied 'as "they are comm
^ar General

1 Kolte Hoad remain, as yet
.ercial use properties. Work cpx'uutji- u j_t: b . wu-L it cy.:

j. xitiyj-'uvs^iBii^ Area procedures is. not always
conservation ideals and, indeed, the housing
and Frederick Roads was deleted from the

.3d

consistent with conservation ideals and, indeed, the housi
along Bevingtqn and Frederick Roads was deleted from the
conservation area for these reasons. Control can still be
exercised as peripheral development, and, of course by the
Department as normal development control.

i
On 13th October, 1977, this matter was placed before • .

.the Conservation Areas Advisory Committee who concurred with the
view'that it would "be expedient to modify the Conservation Area
boundary line.

E3CCKM2HDED:

That your Committee approve the modification of the
cc ervation area boundary line to exclude 1-29 (odds)^Holte
Road and 2 and 4- Witton Lace as more particularly delineated
on Plan No.PI

c»

•GS/S? CITT PLAIINISIG OFFICER..
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