
 

Behaviours: age 9 to 13

All green, amber and red behaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level of
intervention that will vary.
 

What is a green behaviour?

Green behaviours reflect safe and healthy
sexual development. They are:

displayed between children or young
people of similar age or developmental
ability

reflective of natural curiosity,
experimentation,consensual activities
and positive choices

  What is an amber
behaviour?

Amber behaviours have the potential to be
outside of safe and healthy behaviour. They
may be:

of potential concern due to age, or
developmental differences

of potential concern due to activity type,
frequency, duration or context in which
they occur

  What is a red behaviour?

Red behaviours are outside of safe and
healthy behaviour. They may be:

excessive, secretive, compulsive,
coercive, degrading or threatening

involving significant age, developmental,
or power differences

of concern due to the activity type,
frequency, duration or the context in
which they occur

What can you do?

Green behaviours provide opportunities to
give positive feedback and additional
information.

  What can you do?

Amber behaviours signal the need to take
notice and gather information to assess the
appropriate action.

  What can you do?

Red behaviours indicate a need for
immediate intervention and action.

Green behaviours
solitary masturbation

use of sexual language including swear
and slang words

having girl/boyfriends who are of the
same, opposite or any gender

interest in popular culture, e.g. fashion,
music, media, online games, chatting
online

need for privacy

consensual kissing, hugging, holding
hands with peers

  Amber behaviours
uncharacteristic and risk-related
behaviour, e.g. sudden and/or
provocative changes in dress,
withdrawal from friends, mixing with new
or older people, having more or less
money than usual, going missing

verbal, physical or cyber/virtual sexual
bullying involving sexual aggression

LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender) targeted bullying

exhibitionism, e.g. flashing or mooning

giving out contact details online

viewing pornographic material

worrying about being pregnant or having
STIs

  Red behaviours
exposing genitals or masturbating in
public

distributing naked or sexually
provocative images of self or others

sexually explicit talk with younger
children

sexual harassment

arranging to meet with an online
acquaintance in secret

genital injury to self or others

forcing other children of same age,
younger or less able to take part in
sexual activities

sexual activity e.g. oral sex or
intercourse

presence of sexually transmitted
infection (STI)

evidence of pregnancy
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Brook sexual behaviours traffic light tool adapted from Family Planning Queensland. (2012). Traffic Lights guide to sexual behaviours. Brisbane: Family
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