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Approved Vehicle Types – Private Hire LGMPA 76 s48(1) 

The private hire licensing provisions apply to a variety of vehicles ranging from 
four-door saloon vehicles to people carriers, however, those vehicles should 
be: 

 

 built to M1 specification. Policy PHVSpec1 

 be capable of carrying a minimum of four average sized adults in 
comfort.   

Policy PHVSpec3 

 All vehicles must be right hand drive and must not have fewer than 
four road wheels. 
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 Cars must have a minimum of four doors giving adequate access to and 
egress from the vehicle.  The design of the car can be saloon, 
hatchback or estate. 

Policy PHVSpec5 

 Larger vehicles (MPV, minibus, or people mover types) must have 
sufficient doors of sufficient size to allow passengers to get in and out 
quickly and safely.   
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 Where exit from the rear seats in vehicles equipped with three rows of 
seats requires operation of a tip seat mechanism, passengers must be 
able to exit from either side of the vehicle and the tip seats at either 
end of the middle row must be capable of independent operation.   
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 Where a vehicle is equipped with pop-up, or auxiliary seats intended 
for occasional use only, those seats must not be included in the 
licensed capacity of the vehicle.   

Policy PHVSpec8 

 Where the vehicle configuration requires a whole bench seat to slide 
and/or tip for access/egress to the rear seats, the rear seats should not 
be included in the seating capacity and should be removed to avoid 
pressure from passengers to carry numbers in excess of the licensed 
capacity. 
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 All vehicles must have a wheelbase (when measured from the centre 
of the front wheel to the centre of the rear wheel) of at least 2540mm 
(100 inches). 
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 Cars must have a back seat width (when measured in a continuous line 
from edge to edge) of at least 1220mm (48 inches).  
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 Larger capacity vehicles (MPV, minibus, or people mover types) which 
are fitted with individual seats, or which do not have full width bench 
seats, must have a minimum 407mm (16 inches) of seat space per 
passenger across the width of the seat. 
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 Seat belts must be provided for all passengers according to the 
licensed capacity of the vehicle. 
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 Vehicles equipped with soft tops, removable hard tops and people 
carriers (MPV types) described as black on the log book, will not be 
licensed for the purpose of private hire.  
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 Vehicles fitted with darker tints and privacy glass can be licensed 
where the glass is to factory standard and vehicles are presented to 
licensing in an unmodified state, vehicles fitted with films, foils, or any 
other aftermarket tinting will be refused a licence, unless the tinting is 
removed and the vehicle returned to the manufacturer’s standard 
specification.  
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