
 
 
 

Appendix A: 
Letters of Support 

 
 
 
Letters of support were received from: 
 
• Amey 
• Argent 
• Assay Office 
• Balsall Health is our Planet 
• Birmingham and Solihull Department for 

Work and Pensions 
• Birmingham Chamber of Commerce 

Group 
• Birmingham Children’s Hospital 
• Birmingham Forward 
• Birmingham Friends of the Earth 
• Birmingham Future 
• Bordesley Green Girls’ School 
• Brindleyplace 
• British Cycling 
• Bullring 
• Campaign for Better Transport 
• Canal & River Trust 
• Centro 
• Colmore BID 
• Dame Ellen Pinsent School 
• David Radcliffe – Liberal Democrat Group 
• EcoSutton 
• Hodge Hill Sports and Enterprise College 
• Kings Heath Primary School 
• Local Enterprise Partnership (Local 

Transport Board Member) 

• London Midland 
• Malcolm Harbour MEP 
• NEC Group 
• Network Rail 
• NIA 
• Northfield Ecocentre 
• Peter Brett Associates 
• Phil Jones Associates 
• Planning and Regeneration (Birmingham 

City Council) 
• Police and Crime Commissioner 
• Public Health (Birmingham City Council) 
• Push Bikes 
• Queensbridge School 
• Royal Haskoning DHV 
• Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals 
• St Modwen 
• Sustrans 
• Sutton Coldfield Town Centre BID 
• The Rosary Catholic Primary School 
• Timothy Huxtable – Conservative Group 
• University of Birmingham Civil 

Engineering 
• Walkit 
• West Midlands CTC

 



 





 





 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd April 2013 
 
Chris Tunstall 
Director 
Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus 
Queensway 
Birmingham 
B4 7DJ 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Cycle City Ambition Grant. 
 
The Birmingham Assay Office is about to relocate from its current home near St Pauls 
Square to a new building enclosed by Icknield Street, Pope Street, Moreton Street and 
Carver Street in the Jewellery Quarter. 
 
We have had tremendous support from Birmingham City Council. The design of the iconic 
blue brick building has been approved by the City Planners; it is located in one of the 
City’s Enterprise Zones and we have been granted ERDF funding. 
 
We are also going to build a super-duper new bike shed for our employees and we would 
like to fill it! 
 
So on behalf of our 100 strong workforce who all have to travel into the Jewellery Quarter 
every working day, we support the City Council’s programme of improvements for the 
safety and convenience of cyclists in Birmingham. Clearly funding through the Cycle City 
Ambition Grant would help enormously. 
 
Good luck. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
Michael Allchin 
Chief Executive & Assay Master 



 



 

Registered Charity no. 1137720 Company Limited by Guarantee no. 6987218 

Balsall Heath is Our Planet 
Jericho Building, 196-197 Edward Rd  
Balsall Heath, Birmingham B12 9LX 

Tel; 0121 440 7919 x204

 
 
To Cycling Team 
Birmingham City Council 
 
18th April 2013 
 
Cycle City Ambition  
 
Dear friends 

Balsall Heath Is Our Planet wishes to support the city council’s bid for 
national funds to improve conditions for cyclists. We exist to encourage 
sustainable lifestyles for those who live and work in this inner city 
neighbourhood.  

In particular we wish to say; 

1. Inner city streets are congested and cannot accommodate more cars. 
Cycling is cheap, accessible and offers a real alternative for daily 
journeys to work, school etc. City Centre and other destinations are 
within range for 15,000 residents in this neighbourhood alone. 

2. People are afraid to cycle because of lack of protection from motor 
traffic. Traffic speeds are actually increasing, as volumes fall. Cyclist 
casualties are rising. 

3. The Rea Valley cycleway, opened 1991, has proved that when given a 
safer route people will cycle in growing numbers. Please learn from 
this experience and duplicate it. 

4. Young people should feel safe to cycle to school or college. This will do 
much to address problems of the school run and traffic around schools. 

5. Many people have nowhere to store a bike and would like to join a 
cycle rental scheme as in London and Paris. 

Good luck and we will follow with interest the details of the Council’s 
proposals. 

Yours, John Newson, Development officer, Balsall Heath is Our Planet 



 



 
 
 
Chris Tunstall 
Director 
Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
 

 
District Manager’s Office 
Birmingham & Solihull 
3rd Floor, 
37, Sutton New Road, 
Erdington, 
Birmingham, 
B23 6TD. 
 
Telephone: 0121 255 8326 
Fax:            0121 255 8037 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Date: 24 April 2013 
  
Our Reference: SW 

 
 
 
Dear Chris 
 

I write to confirm that Birmingham and Solihull District, Department for Work and 
Pensions, Jobcentre Plus would like to confirm our support for the Birmingham Cycle 
Revolution and bid to the Cycle City Ambition Grant.  

We recognise the contribution that an improved cycling infrastructure can make, in 
particular in improving health and giving wider access to employment and training. 
We welcome the opportunity that this can provide for many people claiming benefits 
and on lower incomes, to help them improve their skills and work experience, 
broaden their job search capacity, and assist them to take up employment when 
available. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Steve Whitehorn 
 
Partnership Manager 
 



 







INTERIM CHAIRMAN
Keith Lester

INTERIM CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
David Melbourne

Birmingham Children’s Hospital NHS Foundation Trust | Steelhouse Lane | Birmingham | B4 6NH

Executive Office: T: 0121 333 8416

Mr C Tunstall
Director
Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships
Birmingham City Council
1 Lancaster Circus
Queensway
Birmingham B4 7DJ

Dear Mr Tunstall

Birmingham Cycle Revolution and Cycle City Ambition Grant

I am writing in response to your letter of March 2013 regarding the above and to confirm that
Birmingham Children’s Hospital NHS Foundation Trust wholeheartedly supports the initiative
and your bid to the Cycle City Ambition Grant.

The Trust is particularly committed to sustainability and cycling is on our sustainability agenda
and forms part of our healthy life style planning.  It is proposed to promote awareness and
encourage the establishment of cycling initiatives/club at the Trust.

Again, we wish you every success in your bid.

Yours sincerely,

Graham Seager
Director of Estates



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17
th

 April 2013 

 

Dear Sir / Madam,  

Statement in Support of Birmingham Cycle Revolution and Cycle City Ambition Grant 

Birmingham Forward and Birmingham Future would like to offer our support for Birmingham City 

Council’s application to the Cycle City Ambition Grant. We agree that enhancing the cycling 

experience in the City should be a key consideration when looking into improvements on the 

transport network.   

It would be of benefit to the businesses in and around Birmingham by having the effect of reducing 

traffic and congestion for commuters. It would also improve the long-term health of people in 

Birmingham if the infrastructure and cycling facilities were to receive significant investment. Both 

Forward and Future are in support of such improvements and cycling initiatives that will encourage 

people to use this more sustainable form of travel.  

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

Nicola Fleet-Milne 

 

 

Birmingham Future 

Baskerville House 

Centenary Square 

Broad Street 

Birmingham B1 2ND 

Tel: 0121 270 8000 

Fax: 0121 270 8001 

Email: info@birminghamfuture.co.uk 
www.birminghamfuture.co. 



 



Birmingham Friends of the Earth
The Warehouse

54-57 Allison Street
Digbeth

Birmingham
B5 5TH

Tel: 0121 632 6909
Fax: 0121 643 3122

Email: info@birminghamfoe.org.uk
Web: www.birminghamfoe.org.uk

City Cycling Ambition Grant

Dear Chris Tunstall

We  are  pleased  to  support  Birmingham City  Council's  bid  for  the  City  Cycling  Ambition  Grant. 
Birmingham Friends of the Earth feels the grant offers a real opportunity for a step change in the city's 
cycling provision.

Birmingham Friends of the Earth is the city's foremost environmental campaigning group. We are the 
only organisation in Birmingham that campaigns on Energy, Climate Change, Biodiversity, Transport 
and Waste.

As a group we are currently developing our Let's Get Moving campaign, which aims to reduce air  
pollution by promoting the greater use of active transport and achieve a modal shift from motorised 
private transport.  Air pollution is a considerable cause of respiratory illnesses and premature deaths. 
Any improvement in air quality through reduction in traffic levels would bring tremendous benefits to  
the health of Birmingham citizens.  We will be campaigning for an ambitious cycling journey targets,  
as well as more funding to make this a reality.  This bid therefore fits very well with our own campaign 
objectives, as it will, if successful, provide some of this much needed investment.

Historically the city's transport infrastructure has been designed with the car in mind, making it a very 
unattractive  city  for  cyclists.   Last  year  the  Campaign  for  Better  Transport's  Car  Dependency 
Scorecard ranked Birmingham 25th out of 26 cities for walking and cycling.  The city's roads are 
perceived as,  and often  are,  dangerous.  This  limits  the scope for  encouraging new cyclists  and 
achieving real modal shift.  To effectively change this, the city needs a big investment in cycling,  
which the City Cycling Ambition Grant could provide. 

In the past investment in city cycling infrastructure has been piecemeal, disjointed, and suffered from 
a lack of ambition.  However, recent projects, such as Bike North Birmingham and the established 
Rea  Valley  Cycle  Route,  demonstrate  the  change  which  funds  and  ambition  can  create.  These 
existing  projects  need  to  be  linked  up,  in  order  to  provide  good  quality  cycling  infrastructure 
throughout the city to the benefit of all.  This bid also represents an opportunity to link cycling and 
public transport infrastructure giving people the option of complete door to door journeys without the  
car.

Birmingham Friends of the Earth have long campaigned in favour of 20mph speed limits. We are 
therefore  pleased  to  see  that  the  bid  guidance  from  the  Department  for  Transport  appears  to  
encourage the integration of new infrastructure with 20mph limits. We would hope that new cycling 
infrastructure is brought in alongside 20mph limits on all residential roads.  Lower speed limits on 
residential roads would create alternative cycling corridors, which can be integrated with new cycling  
infrastructure on higher speed arterial routes.

However, as well as investing infrastructure, the city council must do much more to win over hearts 
and minds to change Birmingham's transport culture. For example, encouraging greater number of 

mailto:info@birminghamfoe.org.uk
http://www.birminghamfoe.org.uk/


Birmingham Friends of the Earth
The Warehouse

54-57 Allison Street
Digbeth

Birmingham
B5 5TH

Tel: 0121 632 6909
Fax: 0121 643 3122

Email: info@birminghamfoe.org.uk
Web: www.birminghamfoe.org.uk

pupils to cycle to school would massively cut peak hour traffic levels.  Education on transport issues  
must come alongside the much-needed investment in infrastructure. 

This funding shouldn't just support initiatives that get bicycles out of the way of motorists. We need  
cycling to be mainstream enough to take place on roads, and this means changing driver behaviour 
as well as developing infrastructure. So we are also supporting this bid in the belief that it will be 
spent on both sides of the equation.

Furthermore, this grant funding must not be the only investment in cycling in the city going forward. 
Birmingham  City  Council  should  also  be  looking  at  other  methods  to  fund  significant  cycling 
improvements after the end of the grant period.

We are pleased that the city is bidding for these funds and hope it is successful in this venture. We 
would also like continue to be involved in the development of the city cycling revolution, both in terms 
of infrastructure on the ground, and its promotion and engagement with residents and visitors to the 
City. 

Yours sincerely, 

Julien Pritchard

Campaigns Support Worker

Birmingham Friends of the Earth

http://www.birminghamfoe.org.uk/
mailto:info@birminghamfoe.org.uk


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17
th

 April 2013 

 

Dear Sir / Madam,  

Statement in Support of Birmingham Cycle Revolution and Cycle City Ambition Grant 

Birmingham Forward and Birmingham Future would like to offer our support for Birmingham City 

Council’s application to the Cycle City Ambition Grant. We agree that enhancing the cycling 

experience in the City should be a key consideration when looking into improvements on the 

transport network.   

It would be of benefit to the businesses in and around Birmingham by having the effect of reducing 

traffic and congestion for commuters. It would also improve the long-term health of people in 

Birmingham if the infrastructure and cycling facilities were to receive significant investment. Both 

Forward and Future are in support of such improvements and cycling initiatives that will encourage 

people to use this more sustainable form of travel.  

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

Nicola Fleet-Milne 

 

 

Birmingham Future 

Baskerville House 

Centenary Square 

Broad Street 

Birmingham B1 2ND 

Tel: 0121 270 8000 

Fax: 0121 270 8001 

Email: info@birminghamfuture.co.uk 
www.birminghamfuture.co. 



 





 





 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Tunstall 
Director Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus 
Queensway 
Birmingham 
B4 7DJ 
 
23rd April 2013 
 
Dear Chris 
 
Re: Cycle City Ambition 
 
I am writing with regards to your application for significant funding to the Department of Transport for a 
“Cycle City Ambition” grant. 
 
British Cycling is entering into our 4th consecutive year of a partnership with Birmingham City Council 
to increase all forms of recreational cycling in the City. Working closely with the Council’s Sport and 
Physical Activity Team, Public Health, the County Sports Partnership and Sport England has ensured 
a solid foundation to a joined up approach to cycling promotion in the area. 
 
Through a range of initiatives such as Sky Ride Local, Breeze and Social Cycling Groups we aim to 
continue our promotion of cycling activity to local residents. With the Olympic, Paralympic and Tour de 
France successes of 2012, we continue to inspire further participation in local communities in 
Birmingham. 
 
Last year also saw a mass-participation cycling event draw over 18,500 cyclists onto the closed roads 
and parks of Birmingham to take part in the City’s fourth Sky Ride event. This was a great success 
and highlights the appetite for cycling in Birmingham and is an event plan to run again in 2013. 
 
I know that Birmingham City Council has an ambitious 20 year plan to support cyclists across the city. 
The Birmingham Cycle Revolution plans to deliver a step-change in levels of cycling and British 
Cycling are keen to support these ambitions and work alongside the City Council to bring about an 
even greater growth in cycling. 
 
As such I can confirm, on behalf of British Cycling, our support to you in your application for a Cycle 
City Ambition grant. This would enable more infrastructure development to provide even more 
opportunities and places for people to cycle and subsequently with our partnership work increase 
cycling participation in the area.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Jackie Brennan 
Recreation Manager (West Midlands) 
British Cycling 
 



 



 

24/04/13 

 
 
 
 
Dear Chris, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Bullring Shopping Centre to pledge our support for the 20 year 
Birmingham Cycle Revolution. We hope that the Birmingham Cycle Revolution will deliver a 
step-change in levels of cycling in our City and play a huge part in reducing the City’s carbon 
footprint. 
 
This will have a direct benefit to the Bullring Shopping Centre, being at the heart of the City, 
as it would improve cycle access and experience for the huge number of employees and 
members of the public that visit the Centre, improve health and activity, and decrease car 
dependency. Bullring has a strong stance on environmental management and we aim to 
continually improve our environmental performance and encourage sustainable travel 
wherever possible. While we are well connected to Moor Street and New Street train 
stations, we believe that the next step to encourage sustainable travel is to improve cycling 
routes and facilities. 
 
We hope that this investment would help to make cycling an integral part of our transport 
network and so to make cycling part of everyday City life. An improved cycling network is 
needed to make cycling a safe and attractive option in Birmingham and to encourage 
sustainable travel to Bullring.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Steve Burgess 
Environmental Co-ordinator 
Bullring Shopping Centre 
 

 



 











 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Richard Leonard   
Birmingham City Council 
Growth & Transportation - 
Sustainability, Transportation & 
Partnerships 
Development Directorate  
1 Lancaster Circus,  Queensway,  
PO Box 14439  
Birmingham, B4 7DQ 
 

Our Ref: Cj/rl-bcc /ym/22-04-13 
Your Ref:  
Telephone: 0121 214 7076 
E-mail: conradjones@centro.org.uk 
Date: 22 April 2013 
  

 
 
Dear Richard  
 
 
Cycle Ambition Bid Support 
 
 
Centro fully supports Birmingham’s Cycle Ambition Bid. We see it as a critical step 
that builds on the investment already being made into cycling, and transport in the 
West Midlands. 
 
Strategically, it has a direct fit with Centro’s own prospectus, which has recently 
been approved by the Integrated Transport Authority. This sets out a target of 5% of 
all journeys by cycle over the next ten years. Given that we are building from a very 
low base of just 1% this is a stretching target, but one we are all committed to. 
Indeed we are launching a region wide Charter for Cycling, and Birmingham’s 
Cycling Ambition bid is an investment crucial to working towards this target. 
 
We have also been partners in developing and delivering elements of Birmingham’s 
‘Vision for Movement’ and wider economic development plans. The future of 
Birmingham as a place where people want to work, visit, an enjoy leisure and 
importantly, invest in, relies on the right infrastructure. Cycling is a key part of the 
future mobility of residents and visitors and supports the investment being made in 
projects like HS2, New Street Station, Midlands Metro and Better Buses, as well as 
planning to make Birmingham a more ‘walkable’ city. 
 
The bid also complements and maximises the investment we and the DfT are 
making through our Local Sustainable Fund ‘Smarter Choices Programme and Bike 
North Birmingham project, as well as the investment Birmingham and our other Local  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Authority partners are making through the LSTF programme, and their locally funded 
schemes. 
 
The health issues we have in our region are well documented and widely reported, 
this bid helps facilitate infrastructure that will tackle this problem. 
 
The bid itself is, in our opinion, innovative, whilst also being practical and very 
deliverable. We believe the investment will have a very good early return in terms 
helping ‘put the bike back into Brum’. 
 
Lastly, here is now a real commitment locally to develop cycling, which really needs 
this matching investment to help gather further momentum. 
 
We look forward to hearing the outcome. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Conrad Jones 
Head of Sustainability 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 





 





 



 

DrawLive Limited trading as walkit.com 
Oak Tree Barn, Moorgate, Blickling NR11 6PX 
 

Registered in England No: 4052373 
VAT Reg. No. 759 7934 58 

Registered Office: Oak Tree Barn, Moorgate, Blickling NR11 6PX 

 
 
Chris Tunstall 
Director 
Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus 
Queensway 
Birmingham 
B4 7DJ 

Tuesday 16th April 2013 
 
 
Dear Chris, 
 
I am very pleased to offer walkit.com’s backing for Birmingham Cycle Revolution and your application for 
the Cycle City Ambition Grant. 
 
We have been working actively in Birmingham for a number of years, and have had the opportunity to see 
the dedication to sustainable travel of the teams in your directorate.  Through our involvement, in particular 
with the Pedestrian and Cycling Task Force (P&CTF) but also in our dealings with the City Council and 
other local bodies at various levels, we feel confident that the necessary commitment exists in support of 
smarter and more sustainable travel options, not only at officer level, but crucially broadly amongst 
politicians in the city too.  It was particularly good to see more evidence of this at the recent Cycle Forum 
event you held, where the cross-party support amongst councillors was clear to see. We believe this is 
essential to ensure the success of Birmingham Cycle Revolution and to ensure that it delivers a true legacy 
for the city. 
  
Work at walkit.com has given us the opportunity to see how other cities have been supporting walking and 
cycling over many years - particularly in city and town centres, but also in suburban areas.  Those 
comparisons have for a number of years shown a mixed bag.  The city centre walking experience in 
Birmingham is at times as good as anywhere, but there are plenty of weak spots.  In terms of the provision 
of cycling infrastructure and signage,  it is fair to say that Birmingham has been playing catch up behind the 
very best exemplar cities (and indeed many other cities in general).  The city’s new city centre signage is an 
important part of resolving part of that deficit, and I have had the opportunity over recent years to see how 
the city has also been transforming itself in terms of provision for cyclists (and walkers) in targeted project 
areas - most notably through the excellent work of Bike North Birmingham (BNB).  Projects such as BNB 
demonstrate clearly that the city is both serious about cycling (and walking) and more than capable of 
transforming the experience of cyclists in Birmingham for the better.  And it is against the background of 
such work that we are pleased to learn that the city is looking to improve provision for cyclists (and 
pedestrians) city-wide, and that with a 20 year programme the city is setting itself an appropriate level of 
ambition. 
 
The recent scrutiny committee report ”Changing Gear”, suggests that the city recognises that there is much 
to be done, and makes many sensible recommendations, particularly around ensuring that the needs of 
cyclists and walkers are considered ’on a par’ with those of drivers when planning new infrastructure and 
road schemes.  We certainly feel that it is essential that at the heart of any infrastructure work done in 
support of sustainable travel, the needs of all users (pedestrians as well as cyclists, able bodied and not) 
are fully accounted for, and that walkers and cyclists are consulted widely and genuinely, in order to attain a 
network that is genuinely inclusive for all.  Through the meetings of the City Council’s Pedestrian & Cycling 
Task Force – which many of the Birmingham Cycle Revolution team are actively involved in – we have all 
gained many valuable insights into accessibility issues and the needs and concerns of disabled members of 
the city’s walking and cycling population.  We have also benefited from domain expertise of the NGO 
representatives of cycling and walking interests.  I am confident that these insights (as well as those gained 
through the Scrutiny Committee evidence-gathering hearings), and your continued engagement with the 
P&CTF along with dedicated Cycling and other related forums, will significantly bolster your ability to deliver 
”a network inclusive for all”. 
 

 
 
Oak Tree Barn,  
Moorgate,  
Blickling,  
Norfolk NR11 6PX 
 
E: martin@walkit.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

DrawLive Limited trading as walkit.com 
Oak Tree Barn, Moorgate, Blickling NR11 6PX 
 

Registered in England No: 4052373 
VAT Reg. No. 759 7934 58 

Registered Office: Oak Tree Barn, Moorgate, Blickling NR11 6PX 

The ”Changing Gear” report urges the setting of ambitious targets at the heart of the city’s strategy for 
walking and cycling.  We wholeheartedly concur with these sentiments, and the event at the Cycle Forum 
suggests that the Scrutiny Committee report is something that Birmingham Cycle Revolution is already 
taking very seriously. 
  
We hope that good design will be at the heart of everything the city does in respect of cycling and walking 
infrastructure provision, and that lessons are learned from as far and wide as possible (both from 
experiences in the UK as well as in other countries around Europe and the rest of the World), so as to 
ensure that everything Birmingham achieves under the Birmingham Cycle Revolution is not only 
revolutionary but also world class.   
 
By ensuring excellent planning, design, consultation and implementation, and through ambitious target-
setting and monitoring we are confident that the City Council can achieve very significant increases in 
participation of walking and cycling, while at the same time making the relationship between all road users 
safer and more harmonious.   We are certainly very optimistic that the programme can be successful in its 
aim of “making the city a safe and attractive environment for cycling and walking and delivering an inclusive 
network for all”. 
 
I was pleased to learn from the Cycle Forum event that Birmingham Cycle Revolution is not ignoring the 
fact the Birmingham sits at the heart of a greater conurbation, and that you are considering route 
development and infrastructure in conjunction in neighbouring authorities such as Sandwell Borough 
Council. 
 
Too often, walking and cycling are treated as in competition either for resources, or for capacity.  However, 
we are encouraged that Birmingham Cycle Revolution aims to be inclusive in this respect, and that 
pedestrians will benefit from improvements to the wider network in Birmingham as well as cyclists 
themselves. 
 
Finally, I would like to congratulate you on picking on a title that ably demonstrates your ambition.  A 
number of factors are coming together at the same time that are leading to a genuine sense that city really 
gets the importance of sustainable and active travel, and intends to do something about it.  This, along with 
a clear view of what is needed, a frank assessment of the base from which the city is starting, and the 
demographics of the city and therefore the potential wins on offer hold out the genuine hope that a 
successful strategy could be truly transformational for the city. 
 
What a legacy it would be if Birmingham Cycle Revolution can make the city – now so commonly thought of 
a motor-city, but which once made such a large proportion of the world's bicycles, and which has provided 
so much innovation in cycling – known once more for cycling and more generally for sustainable travel.  We 
wish you luck. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
Martin Parretti 
Co-founder and Development Lead 
walkit.com 
 
 



University of Birmingham  Edgbaston  Birmingham  B15 2TT  United Kingdom 
w: www.eng.bham.ac.uk/civil 

 

   

 
 
College of Engineering and Physical 
Sciences 

  
School of Civil Engineering 
Professor M.R. Tight 
0121 414 5071 
m.r.tight@bham.ac.uk 
 

 
Rebecca Hawthorne 
Transport Policy Team 
Birmingham City Council 
 
 
Dear Rebecca 
 

Birmingham Cycle Revolution and Cycle City Ambition Grant 

 
I am writing to offer our support for your upcoming bid for the Birmingham Cycle Revolution. 
Current levels of cycling in the city are low and we would welcome such an initiative to 
significantly increase both the amount of cycling and also the quality of the experience for 
those who do cycle. In many ways the potential for change in Birmingham is high given the 
relative flatness, the high numbers of students and young people and some existing excellent 
routes and corridors for cycling. Having a 20 year strategy incorporating plans for 
considerable change and the provision of new facilities sounds an excellent way to help to 
realise this potential. 
 
If I or colleagues can help in any way with realising this, drawing on our experiences of 
cycling research, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Professor Miles Tight 
Professor of Transport, Energy and Environment 
 
 
 



 









 



"Bushell, Michael" 
<M.Bushell@birmingham-
chamber.com>  

02/04/2013 10:36 

To "'transportpolicy@birmingham.gov.uk'" 
<transportpolicy@birmingham.gov.uk> 

cc  

bcc  

  

Subject Message from Sutton Coldfield Town Centre BID 

  
  

 
2 April 2013 
 
Chris Tunstall 
Director 
Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus 
Queensway 
Birmingham 
B4 7DJ 
 
Dear Mr Tunstall 
 
Birmingham Cycle Revolution and Cycle City Ambition Grant 
  
On behalf of Sutton Coldfield Town Centre Business Improvement District (BID) I wish to 
express our support for the City Council making an ambitious bid to further support cycling in 
the city. 
 
Our town centre has a very difficult road network and is extremely busy at rush hours, from both 
town centre users and through traffic.  We have seen the development of the North Birmingham 
Cycle Route which is already paying dividends in the amount of people who are using it and 
who are clearly parking their bikes in the town centre.  We believe that this should only be the 
start of the process.  We need far more safe routes which are separate from the carriageway, 
more secure bike parking in both town centres and transport nodes, better signage and 
encouragement for people to start (or resume) cycling. 
 
The BID will be very interested to see progress in your bid and look forward to a successful 
outcome. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Andrew F Burley 
Chairman 
 
Mike Bushell  
BID Manager 
Sutton Coldfield Town Centre BID Ltd 
Ground Floor | Knights House  
Parade | Sutton Coldfield | B72 1PH 
mbushell@birmingham-chamber.com 
07970 885743 
www.suttoncoldfieldtowncentre.co.uk  



 



Sustrans, George Nott House, 119 Holloway Head, Birmingham, B1 1QP 
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24 April 2013 
Chris Tunstall 
Director of Transport 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus  
Birmingham B4 7DQ 
 
 
Dear Chris 
 
 
Birmingham Cycle City Ambition Grant  
 
 
Sustrans is pleased to support Birmingham’s bid for funding from the Cycle City 
Ambition Grant. Birmingham’s bid is ambitious, strategic, and indeed a revolution 
in cycling for the city.  
 
The publication of ‘Changing Gear’ following Birmingham’s recent Scrutiny Review 
demonstrates the potential for cycling in the City and it is commendable that some 
of the recommendations have already been implemented. The appointment of a 
Cycling Champion at Cabinet Level, Councillor James Mackay sends out a clear 
message that Birmingham is committed to improving the cycling offer .Leadership 
of the cycling agenda at a senior level is fundamental to delivering the vision.  This 
is an important strategic development as Birmingham embraces and welcomes 
the opportunity the Cycling Ambition Fund presents.  
 
The development of a Strategic Cycle Network in Birmingham is a revolution of the 
current cycling offer in the City. The scale of aspiration and ambition in the bid is to 
be applauded. This is a long term strategy that will address the issues of 
congestion, carbon; transport poverty and health. The creation of a Strategic Cycle 
Network will enable the citizens of Birmingham to have access to cycling as a 
means of transport for work, education or leisure.   
 
We know that there are many reasons why people choose not to cycle; one of the 
key reasons is the perception of safety, and a real strength of this bid is the 
creation of traffic-free and quiet routes. Without the development of appropriate 
cycling infrastructure in Birmingham cycling numbers will remain quite static.  
The opportunity Cycle City Ambition Funding creates will lead to a step change in 
cycling numbers in the City. The reality is that Birmingham has a long legacy as a 
non cycling city so the hurdles to be overcome in creating a cycle network are 
considerable but not insurmountable. The 20 year vision for Birmingham outlined 
in the bid clearly demonstrates this potential. I feel confident that given the political 
commitment and public support for cycling in Birmingham there is the energy and 
will to translate this vision into a reality.  
 



Sustrans, George Nott House, 119 Holloway Head, Birmingham, B1 1QP 
Registered Charity no. 326550/Company Limited by Guarantee no. 1797726/ VAT Registration no. 416740656 

www.sustrans.org.uk  

 
Sustrans has worked in partnership with Birmingham City Council for many years 
in the development and delivery of cycling infrastructure .Success with this bid 
would allow us to build on what has been achieved so far, as well as providing a 
spring-board for further cycle network development in the coming years.   
 
This is an ambitious bid for a City with the history and legacy of car manufacturing 
that Birmingham has inherited. The Birmingham Cycle Revolution is an exciting 
opportunity Sustrans welcomes and supports given the potential this bid has to 
offer. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Yvonne Gilligan 
Regional Director, West Midlands 
 





 



Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS
NHS Trust

City Hospital
Dudley Road
Birmingham

B18 7QH

Tel: 0121 554 3801
www.swbh.nhs.uk

Tel: 0121 507 4439
Fax: 0121 507 5636

Mr C Tunstall
Director
Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships
Birmingham City Council
1 Lancaster Circus
Queensway
Birmingham B4 7DJ

Dear Mr Tunstall

Birmingham Cycle Revolution and Cycle City Ambition Grant

I am writing in response to your letter of March 2013 regarding the above and to confirm that
Birmingham Children’s Hospital NHS Foundation Trust wholeheartedly supports the initiative
and your bid to the Cycle City Ambition Grant.

The Trust is particularly committed to sustainability and cycling is on our sustainability agenda
and forms part of our healthy life style planning. You will be pleased to know that a cycling
club has already been established at SWBH and cycling is actively promoted.

Again, we wish you every success in your bid.

Yours sincerely,

Graham Seager
Director of Estates



 





 





 



From: Chris Lowe [mailto:shatov72@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2013 11:42 PM 
To: Richard Leonard 
Cc: Push bikes Committee Email <cttee@pushbikes.org.uk> 
Subject: Push Bikes letter of support for the Birmingham Cycle Revolution 
 
Dear Richard, 
 
We are delighted give our full support to Birmingham City Council's bid for the Cycle City Ambition 
grants. The scope of the Birmingham Cycle Revolution is something that we could not have believed 
just a few years ago, but does not come to us as a surprise this month, after the attention that BCC has 
paid to cycling over the last 6 months, in particular with the Transport, Connectivity and Sustainability 
Scrutiny Committee's detailed investigation of cycling issues in Birmingham, and the City Centre cycling 
strategy that Adrian Lord and ARUP were commissioned to design. The timing of the Cycle City 
Ambition bid could not be more fortuitous, as Birmingham City Council was in a good position to 
develop a detailed plan with real ambition, which we have seen with the Birmingham Cycle Revolution 
bid. This plan represents a major jump for cycling in Birmingham, and we look forward to seeing it 
implemented. 
 
Although the main bid is focused on the centre of Birmingham, we believe that there will be immediate 
benefits felt beyond that area ‐ through connecting the Bike North Birmingham cycle network with the 
city centre, and co‐ordination with the work being done in the West Midlands through the Smart 
Network, Smarter Choices targeted at transport corridors. This will be an excellent start to a cycle 
network that we hope will eventually reach across the whole of the West Midlands. 
 
Birmingham City Council has learnt many lessons over the past few years about cycling infrastructure, 
and this learning process will continue through ongoing training through Birmingham City Council's 
partnership with Sustrans. We think it is particularly important to note the 10th recommendation 
made in the Scrutiny Committee's report, that Highways and Transportation officers will train with 
Sustrans, and that Birmingham will adopt the Cycle Infrastructure Design Guidance. We hope that 
quality of the infrastructure built in Birmingham will start to match that of Denmark and Holland, and 
show the way forward for Britain. 
 
Although this bid is building on past experiences in Birmingham, we believe that the title, 'Birmingham 
Cycle Revolution' is wholly appropriate. With the widespread cross‐part support for improving cycling 
in Birmingham that we have seen, we believe that this marks a real shift in Birmingham and the start of 
re‐branding ourselves as a true cycling city. 
 
Kind regards, 
Chris Lowe 
Chair of Push Bikes, Birmingham's cycle campaign group. 



 



Public Health, PO Box 16732, BIRMINGHAM, B2 2GF 
0121 303 2360 

adrian.x.phillips@birmingham.gov uk 

 

 

 

Dear Chris, 

Following the on going partnership between Birmingham Public Health and your directorate I would 
like to express our support for the Cycling Ambition application. If the bid was to be successful it 
would provide us with a great opportunity to deliver against several key health priorities within 
Birmingham especially childhood obesity.  

To date we have played a role in developing the successful Bike North Birmingham Bid and funded 
cycling development programmes as part of Be active. We would be willing to support this 
application in its development and the implementation if successful going forward. 

A key priority of Public Health is to empower those in need to lead a healthy lifestyle, reduce health 
inequalities and improve life expectancy. If successful the cycling ambition grant would be able to 
deliver against these priorities and we would be keen to support the integration of cycling into 
services and pathways that we commission. Child obesity is a major issue in the city and we would 
want to use this chance to increase opportunities for young people to cycle in the city 

Public health will also be able to provide the health intelligence and support the needs assessment 
to ensure the programme reflects the Birmingham population, addresses the barriers associated 
with leading a healthier lifestyle and is positioned in those priority localities that would demonstrate 
the greatest return on investment. 

I look forward to further correspondence throughout this process  and please do not hesitate to 
contact both myself or Mark Roscoe, Commissioning Manager on mark.roscoe@birmingham.gov.uk   

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Adrian Phillips 
Director of Public Health 
 



 



Lloyd House, Colmore Circus Queensway, Birmingham, B4 6NQ 
0121 626 6060       www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk        @WestMidsPCC 

 

 
 
 
 
Please ask for : Jonathan Jardine 
Telephone Number: 0121 626 6060 
wmpcc@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 
 
Our reference:  
 
Chris Tunstall, Director 
Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus 
Queensway 
Birmingham 
B4 7DJ 
 
19 April 2013 

 

 
Dear Chris 
 
 
Birmingham Cycle Revolution and Cycle City Ambition Grant 
 
 
Safer Travel is one of my key manifesto commitments, and a priority for West Midlands Police 
and our partners in Centro, British Transport Police and transport operators. 
 
We see improved cycling infrastructure as an important way to reduce the number of people killed 
and seriously injured in traffic collisions, and reduce the incidence of theft, robbery and burglary 
affecting cyclists. 
 
I wish the project every success, and hope that you secure the appropriate funding to support this 
work. 
 
 
Yours 
 

 
 
Bob Jones 
Police and Crime Commissioner 



 



   
  
  
 

Planning and Regeneration  
PO Box 28, Birmingham B1 1TU 

 

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR BIRMINGHAM’S BID TO CYCLE CITY 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
I am pleased to write a letter of support for Birmingham City Council’s bid to 
the Cycle City Ambition Grant.  
 
As Director for Planning and Regeneration I am keenly aware of the benefits 
that can be brought to the city through the promotion of sustainable modes of 
transport.  
 
Making cycling a viable and pleasant transport choice is crucial to our 
ambitions for developing a sustainable and healthy city. 
 
The primary planning documents that will guide and encourage growth across 
the city, the strategic planning document for the city centre, the Big City Plan 
and the city wide statutory planning framework, the Birmingham Development 
Plan, both include improved cycling networks as a key priority. 
 
A successful grant bid will enable the city to develop more and better networks 
for cycling and so help deliver on our ambitions for the health and connectivity 
of the city. 
 
I will be happy to provide any further information in support of the bid if that will 
be of help. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 

Waheed Nazir 
Director of Planning and Regeneration 
 
 
 

 



 



 

 
 
 
 

 
Chris Tunstall 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus 
Queensway 
Birmingham 
B4 7DJ 
 
 

28 March 2013 
 
 
 
  
Dear Chris 
 
Birmingham Cycle Revolution and Cycle City Ambition Grant 
 
I am writing to express our strong support for Birmingham's bid to the Cycle Ambition Fund. As a 
transport planning consultancy with its headquarters in Birmingham, we have a particular local 
interest in seeing an investment in the cycle network.  
 
As you know our core business involves us designing new cycle infrastructure for developers and 
local authorities. We are acutely aware of the challenges of safeguarding land and allocating road 
space for this important and growing mode of travel. As a joint author of Manual for Streets 1 and 
2, and chair of the Working Group for the Welsh Active Travel Guidance and Standards, we 
naturally fully endorse your plan. 
 
We wish you all the best with the bid and look forward to seeing Birmingham getting the funding it 
deserves. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Phil Jones 
Managing Director 
 



 





 



"Anne Dasgupta" 
<admin@northfieldecocent
re.org>  

12/04/2013 12:02 

To <transportpolicy@birmingham.gov.uk> 

cc  

bcc  

  

Subject Support to Birmingham Cycle Revolution 

  
  

 
 
Dear Chris Tunstall 
  
Northfield Ecocentre is very eager to support Birmingham’s bid to the Cycle City 
Ambition Grant.  
  
As an environmental charity based in South Birmingham we are already encouraging 
and advising the community on sustainable travel choices in diverse ways. We have for 
example in the past organised bike maintenance and bike ability courses. In the 
Summer 2012 we started to offer group bike rides for families once a month and they 
have proved very popular. We will have our first 2013 group cycle ride this month again. 
  
Working with Northfield leisure centre we are also in the process of developing a Bike 
Hub for South Birmingham as a place where people would be able to come and borrow 
bikes, as well as take part in other bike/walk related events. 
  
From the feedback given by visitors we feel that the main hindrance to people getting on 
their bikes regularly is the lack of safety for cyclists riding on main roads in Birmingham 
due to poor or totally non-existent cycling infrastructure. We do have a great network of 
cycle paths but they are not all linked together and some areas just don’t have any. Also 
I feel that all junctions should have the cyclist priority zone.  
  
For those who don't ride regularly there is a real lack of confidence to cycle on roads 
and a heightened perception of danger. 
  
Work also needs to be done with employers to provide facilities for people to cycle to 
work. Bike racks at the very least but preferably lockers and shower facilities. 
Employers should be encouraged to consider all travel options for staff, not just parking 
spaces. 
  
Good luck with the bid and let us know if you need any further information. 
  
Best regards 
Anne 
Ecocentre Administrator 
Part time Wednesdays – Fridays 
0121 4480119 
www.northfieldecocentre.org 



 





 





 



 

James	
  Puxty	
  
Head	
  of	
  Communications	
  

NEC	
  Group	
  
Birmingham	
  	
  

B40	
  1NT	
  
	
  

T	
  0121	
  7673208	
  
M	
  0759	
  0220133	
  

	
  
James.puxty@necgroup.co.uk	
  

	
  
March	
  17,	
  2013	
  
	
  
Chris	
  Tunstall	
  
Director	
  
Sustainability,	
  Transportation	
  and	
  Partnerships	
  
Birmingham	
  City	
  Council	
  
1	
  Lancaster	
  Circus	
  
Queensway	
  
Birmingham	
  
B4	
  7DJ	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Chris	
  
	
  
Re:	
  Support	
  for	
  Birmingham	
  Cycle	
  Revolution	
  and	
  Cycle	
  City	
  Ambition	
  Grant	
  Bid	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  Paul	
  Thandi,	
  Chief	
  Operating	
  Officer,	
  and	
   the	
  NEC	
  Group,	
   I	
  am	
  writing	
   to	
  
pledge	
   the	
   organisation’s	
   support	
   for	
   Birmingham	
   City	
   Council’s	
   bid	
   to	
   the	
   Cycle	
   City	
  
Ambition	
   Grant	
   to	
   help	
   fund	
   its	
   20-­‐year	
   plan	
   to	
   support	
   cyclists	
   across	
   the	
   city	
   of	
  
Birmingham,	
  through	
  ‘the	
  Birmingham	
  Cycle	
  Revolution’.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  NEC	
  Group	
  is	
  an	
  organisation	
  at	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  both	
  Birmingham	
  and	
  the	
  wider	
  West	
  
Midlands	
   region,	
   employing	
   almost	
   two	
   thousand	
   people	
   and	
   further	
   supporting	
  
approximately	
   29,000	
   jobs	
   across	
   the	
   region,	
   and	
   so	
   we	
   recognise	
   not	
   only	
   the	
  
importance	
  of	
  effective	
  transportation	
  for	
  business	
  but	
  also	
  for	
  employees.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  fully	
  endorse	
  the	
  city’s	
  ambitions	
   to	
  make	
  cycling	
  an	
   integral	
  part	
  of	
   the	
  transport	
  
network,	
  the	
  creation	
  of	
  a	
  safe	
  and	
  attractive	
  environment	
  for	
  cycling	
  and	
  walking,	
  and	
  
the	
  delivery	
  of	
  an	
  inclusive	
  network	
  for	
  all.	
  	
  
For	
  Birmingham	
  to	
  successfully	
  develop	
  as	
  an	
  economically	
  thriving	
  city	
  with	
  sustainable	
  
active	
   travel	
   at	
   its	
   heart,	
   cycling	
  must	
   be	
   designed	
   into	
   the	
   city’s	
   transport	
   and	
   living	
  
systems,	
  and	
  supported	
  by	
  the	
  public	
  and	
  by	
  the	
  business	
  community.	
  
	
  
At	
  the	
  NEC	
  Group	
  we	
  acknowledge	
  that	
  a	
  key	
  element	
  of	
  our	
  corporate	
  success	
  is	
  the	
  
respect	
  we	
  have	
  for	
  the	
  environment,	
  and	
  we	
  are	
  committed	
  to	
  responsibly	
  managing	
  
and	
  reducing	
  the	
  environmental	
  impact	
  of	
  our	
  operations.	
  	
  We	
  undertake	
  many	
  key	
  
initiatives	
  that	
  enable	
  us	
  to	
  reduce	
  our	
  impact,	
  and	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  this	
  programme	
  we	
  raise	
  
awareness	
  of	
  the	
  key	
  role	
  our	
  employees	
  have	
  in	
  improving	
  the	
  environment,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
also	
  encouraging	
  our	
  customers	
  and	
  suppliers	
  to	
  be	
  committed	
  to	
  corporate	
  
responsibility.	
  



 

	
  
If	
   there	
   is	
   anything	
   further	
   that	
   the	
   NEC	
   Group	
   can	
   do	
   to	
   assist	
   with	
   the	
   bid	
   and	
  
subsequent	
  planning	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  Birmingham	
  Cycle	
  Revolution	
  a	
  reality	
  then	
  please	
  do	
  
not	
  hesitate	
  to	
  contact	
  me.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Yours	
  sincerely	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
James	
  Puxty	
  
Head	
  of	
  Communications,	
  NEC	
  Group	
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MALCOLM HARBOUR CBE 
MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

WEST MIDLANDS, UK 

ASP 13E 130, European Parliament, Rue Wiertz, B1047 Brussels 
Tel: +322 284 7132   Fax: +322 284 9132 

Email: malcolm.harbour@europarl.europa.eu 

Mr. Chris Tunstall 
Director 
Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus 
Queensway 
Birmingham 
B4 7DJ 

24 th April 2013 

Dear Chris, 

I would be delighted to endorse the bid for the Birmingham Cycle Revolution. 

As the MEP representative for the West Midlands, I have been extensively involved on 
policy developments and implementation to encourage local economic growth and such 
initiative can only help, particularly to improve access to employment and training. 

Not only that, it encourages a community spirit and a chance for like­minded people to get 
together. For example, two of my team are avid cyclists and last year they participated in a 
cycling event in Birmingham. A group of them cycled from Solihull to the University of 
Birmingham, using the canals and pathways that had recently been renovated for such 
access. 

I wish you every success in your bid. 

Yours sincerely,



 



 
 
 

Chris Tunstall 
Sustainability,Transportation 
and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus 
Birmingham B4 7DJ 

 
 

London Midland 
102 New St 
Birmingham 
B2 4HQ 

 

 
 

22 April 3013   
   
 
 
Dear Chris   
 
 
Birmingham Cycle Revolution and Cycle City Ambition Grant 

We are pleased to support your application for a Cycle City Ambition Grant, we are 
keen to encourage rail passengers to access our railway stations by using 
sustainable methods of transport.  Welcoming and safer routes to stations for 
cyclists and pedestrians is to be welcomed.   
 
A benefit of having more of our passengers travelling to the station sustainably is 
that it reduces the reliance on single-occupancy car usage, hence reducing 
emissions and congestion. It improves access to social, community and leisure 
facilities, as well as to education and employment.  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to back your bid. 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Gerard Burgess  
Partnerships Manager  
London Midland 
07771 831019 
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Andrew Cleaves 
Board Member for Transport 

Greater Birmingham & Solihull LEP 
c/o LEP Executive 

Baskerville House, Ground Floor 
Centenary Square 

Birmingham, B1 2ND 
           

  Email: gbslep@birmingham.gov.uk 
          Telephone: 0121 303 4369 

       Fax: 0121 303 6379 

 
 

Chris Tunstall  
Director of Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus 
Queensway 
Birmingham  
B4 7DQ 
 

18th April 2013 

 

Dear Chris,  

 
RE: CYCLE CITY AMBITION GRANT BID – BIRMINGHAM CYCLE REVOLUTION 
 
I am writing to express Greater Birmingham and Solihull Local Transport Board’s full 
and strong endorsement of Birmingham’s bid to the Cycle City Ambition Fund: 
Birmingham Cycle Revolution.  We welcome Birmingham’s efforts and the 
opportunity to revolutionise cycling in the heart of our Local Enterprise Partnership 
and the country. 

 

Birmingham strives to be a world class city with a world class transport network and 
every Global city we look to for inspiration has cycling as a regular part of every day 
life, for transport, for exercise and for leisure.  Cycling is as much a part of our 
ambition for a state of the art transport network as High Speed Rail. 

 

The LEP Strategy for Growth is underpinned by three strategic ‘pillars’ and cycling is 
a key measure which cuts across all three: 

 

Focus on business 

 

The Birmingham Cycle Revolution will connect communities to key employment sites 
and other essential services as well as removing barriers to access job opportunities 
for people experiencing difficulties in transport by making cycling a more realistic 
travel choice.  The cumulative effects of the infrastructure improvements and 
supporting measures are therefore expected to open job opportunities for people, 
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particularly in areas with high levels of worklessness.  Businesses would also benefit 
from outcomes such as less road congestion.   

 

Focus on people 

 

For those who cycle (or walk) more as a result, there will be direct health benefits.  
However, all residents would benefit from outcomes such as improved environment, 
reduced road congestion and economic benefits.  Infrastructure developed as part of 
the project (e.g. new paths and road crossings) is not exclusively for the use of 
cyclists or indeed participants in other elements of the project and will therefore 
benefit the wider community.   

 

Focus on place 

 

We have identified that effective connectivity – both physical and digital; and both 
within the city region and to national and international markets – is essential and it 
needs to be better. We must maximise the resources we have, and integrate 
investments being made in connectivity to drive the greatest economic impact for the 
city region as a whole.  Cycling plays a key role in this, particularly at the local level. 

Building a genuine network for cycling which is continuous, coherent and caters for 
cyclist of all abilities will provide benefits to Birmingham and beyond. Cross boundary 
work, together with initiatives at stations and with train operating companies will 
enable these benefits to be shared across the region and will cement the role of 
cycling as a part of a high quality integrated transport network, available for use by 
residents and visitors alike.   

 

As well as providing enhanced connectivity, public realm improvements and 
improved environmental quality as a result of the reduction of the dominance of 
motor vehicles will create high quality public spaces with a real sense of place.   

 

We very much look forward to seeing the delivery of the Birmingham Cycle 
Revolution.   

 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
 
Andrew Cleaves 

Board Member for Transport, Greater Birmingham and Solihull Local Enterprise 
Partnership 



 
D Hobbs 
<d.hobbs@kingsheath-
pry.bham.sch.uk>  

16/04/2013 13:38 

To transportpolicy@birmingham.gov.uk 

cc  

bcc  

  

Subject Birmingham Cycle Revolution 

  
  

 
 
Dear Chris Tunstall, 
 
How fabulous that money is being pumped into transport in a positive 
way. 
 
I work at Kings Heath Primary School where we have a tremendous amount 
of pupils, parents and staff cycling to school regularly.  
 
I organise the Year 5 and Year 6 pupils BikeAbility courses providing 
the children with the ability to cycle safely and confidently on the 
roads.  
We came 4th in Birmingham in the recent virtual bike race where at the 
end of the race 31% of the school were riding in on bikes and scooters 
every day. 
 
Our school do cycling days out with other local primary schools so the 
children can expirience different routes and areas that they may never 
usually cover. The parents are encouraged to join us when they can so 
that they can see for themselves hoe their child can improve with safety 
and awareness. 
 
As a whole school approach to travelling to school we have out Travel 
Plan and Policy and the children and their parents are all keen on being 
environmentally conscious. 
 
We have placed a note in our newsletter telling of the Cycle Revolution 
and Cycle City Ambition Grant and I'm sure many people will want to get 
involved. 
 
Keep us up to date with proposals please. 
 
Regards 
 
Dinah Hobbs 
 
************************************************************* 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential 
and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity  
to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email  
in error please notify postmaster@bgfl.org 
 
The views expressed within this email are those of the  
individual, and not necessarily those of the organisation 
************************************************************* 
 
 



 



Holy Trinity Catholic Media Arts College 
Learn to love, love to learn 

 
Email: enquiry@holytrc.bham.sch.uk 
Web: http://www.holytrc.bham.sch.uk 

Tel: 0121 772 0184  Fax: 0121 771 9788 
Address: Oakley Road, Small Heath, Birmingham, B10 0AX 

 
Chris Tunstall,  
Director 
Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
1 Lancaster Circus 
Birmingham B4 7DJ 
 
Tuesday 16 April 2013 
 
Dear Chris, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Birmingham Cycle Revolution and your bid for the Cycle 
City Ambition Grant. 
 
As a school in Small Heath, a densely populated area of Birmingham, little provision is made for cyclists. In 
fact travel in the area is an issue especially at the start and end of the school day. Despite this we do have 
staff and students who cycle to school each day. Anything that would help improve their experience and 
indeed increase their number is to be supported. 
 
We do not have any plans ourselves but would support any that you may have and appreciate how additional 
funding through an external grant could facilitate this. 
 
I publish each week a Friday Letter to parents. I shall publicise your initiative and highlight the online form 
you refer to. 
 
Good luck with your bid 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Martin Jones 
Headteacher



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher: Mrs Ann Andersen, Chair of Governors: Mr M.F.Sparkes, CIPD  

                                                                  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Chris Tunstall 
Director 
Sustainability, Transportation and Partnerships 
Birmingham City Council 
 
By email to: transportpolicy@birmingham.gov.uk 
 
 
 
18th April 2013 
 
 
 
Dear Chris 
 
I am writing to express our school’s support for the Council’s Cycle City Ambition Grant and 
the 20 year plan to develop cycling across the city. 
 
As a school, we are very aware of the impact that the ‘school run’ has on local roads and 
residents and the missed opportunity it offers to our 1,200 pupils for twice daily exercise. 
We support all initiatives to get both our young people and also our staff cycling to and from 
school each day. 
 
I wish you every success in the bid and I am pleased, on behalf of the Headteacher and the 
Governing Body, to lend our formal support to the bid. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Matthew Wheeler 
Business Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bromford Road, Birmingham, B36 8HB     Tel: 0121 783 7807     Fax: 0121 464 7517     Email: enquiry@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk 
 



 





 



 
 
 
 
         161 Heath Rd 

Birmingham 
B30 1HE 

 
         24th April 2013 
 
 
 
Letter of support for Birmingham’s Cycle City Ambition Bid 
 
Dear Chris, 
 
 
I am writing as one of the CTC Councillors for the West Midlands to offer my 
enthusiastic support for Birmingham’s Cycle Revolution the bid for the City 
Cycling Ambition Grant. 
 
I've enjoyed cycling in and around Birmingham as a commuter, leisure and club 
cyclist for 40 years and covered c150,000 miles. I really welcome the 
Birmingham Cycle Revolution which will make it much easier for many more 
people and new generations to adopt the bicycle as an everyday mode of 
transport which is safe, sustainable, healthy and fun! 
 
The commitment from the City Council is most welcome and the plans for the 
City Centre, the main corridors and for 20 mph limits on residential streets are 
excellent. We already have an approach to Smarter Choices and behavioural 
change as pioneered in Bike North Birmingham to build on. 
 
Birmingham has been a “motor city” for nearly a century with a “Traffic in Towns” 
road system to match. There are now important changes happening with the City 
Council recently giving all party support to a game changing Scrutiny Report 
(Changing Gear Transforming Urban Movement through Cycling and Walking in 
Birmingham).  
 
The spin offs from the success of Birmingham’s Cycle Revolution will include 
greater use of Birmingham’s canal tow paths and other greenways for leisure and 
tourism www.birminghamgreenways , economic regeneration with cycling social 
enterprises offering training, inclusive cycling with adaptive cycles, bike hire, 
recycling, maintenance, led rides etc and ultimately the re-establishing of a 
bespoke cycle industry in the City. 
 
Birmingham is a city with a population of over 1 million and the centre of a region 
with a population of 5.6 million. If a West Midlands cycling transformation could 



be added to what is happening in London then the impact would be a tipping 
point for whole country. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Professor David Cox OBE 
 
West Midlands Councillor 
CTC National Council 
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