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An Introduction to the Plan

| Erdington is one of the lorgest suburban
shopping centres in Birmingham; a busy,
vibrant centre, it provides o wide ronge of
shops and other services at the heart of
the Erdinglon community.

In recent years, however, there has been o
growing concern that the centre is in
decline. This concern is based upon
changes in longestablished shopping
patterns, the development of new types of
shopping, which has seen o move away
from traditional ‘high street’ centres, as
well as increasing competition from other
centres in Birmingham.,

This action plan has been prepared in
response to these concerns. The plan has
been published by the City Council
following discussions with local people,
traders and businesses. It deals with those
matters raised in the public consultation
exercises carried out by the City Council
in Summer 1995 and Spring 1998.

Status of the Plan

| This plan is predominantly o lond use
plan, This means that it is largely
concerned with the physical environment,
dealing with such matters as traffic
mﬂn{:gemenr, Car parking, new
development opportunities and the
potential tor improvements fo the
environment in Erdinglan

The local action plon has been prepared
within the context of the Birmingham Plan -
the City's Unitary Development Plan. It is
one of a series of plans being prepared
across the City to set out delailed
proposals for locol areas.

The plan has been odopled as
‘Supplementary Planning Guidance' to the
Birmingham Plan. It will be used o girect
and guide future development within the

centre and will be used in the
determination of planning applications.

What Area does the Plan Cover?

| The oction plan focuses on Erdington
High Street and the surrounding residential
areas. The plan areq is shown on Map 1.
It extends from Erdington Abbey in the
north to the former Joffray Hospital site in
the south, The Birmingham - lichrield
railway line and Summer Road torms its
boundary to the west, with Trafalgar Road
to the east.

“Erdington remains a
busy shopping
centre ™

| erdington
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_ Erdington - The Place

The Local Community

_: The plan area covers part of Erdington
Wiard, within the Erdington Parliamentary
Constituency.

The 1991 census showed that Erdington
Woard had a population of 23,738, o
decrease of 4.5% since 1981. This fall in
population was particularly prominent in
the younger age group, with the
population below 24 falling by over 8%.
There was also an increase of 3.5% in the
number of pensioners in the ward. This
trend is typical of Birmingham's population
but is more pronounced here than in many
other areas of the city. Unemployment in
Erdington is slightly lower than the city
average ot 8.4% compared to the City
rate of 10.4% (Source: Birmingham
Labour Market Bulletin, July 1997). Most
of the local workforce is employed in
skilled and semiskilled jobs with relatively
few in professional and monagerial

employment.

Erdington is typical of many traditional
'high street’ centres which grew up along
arterial roads at the turn of the century
following the rapid expansion of
Birmingham's suburbs. The character of
High Street reflects this historical
development with a mix of Victorion and
Edwardian buildings and more recent
developments. Sution New Road,
completed in 1938, removed much
through traffic from High Street and laid
the basis for plans for pedestrianisation of
High Street to be drawn up by the City
Council in 1966. Although the plan hos
never been implemented in full, the partial
pedestrianisation of High Street, between
Mason Road and New Street was
completed in 1984,

Erdington has long been one of
Birmingham’s most successtul suburban

centres and until the 1970’ it was the
dominant centre in the north of the city.

This position has been challenged over the
last 20 years by a number of

developments:

* the expansion of Sutton Coldfield town
cenire

. the development of the One Stop
Shopping Centre in Perry Barr

| the completion of The Fort Retail Park in

Birmingham Heartlands, which opened
in Summer 1997,

Erdington has also been affected, like
other centres, by changes in long

established shopping patterns which have

seen the greater use of the motor car for
shopping trips and the growth of out of
town foodstores and retail warehouses.
These trends have seen a gradual shift of
expenditure away from traditional "high
street’ shops.

As o consequence, Erdingfon has seen o
significant decline in total retail Hloorspace
since the mid-1980's. This has resulted in
the closure and redevelopment of larger
stores into smaller units, including the
closure of Coop in 1984, Owen and
Owen in 1989, the Queensway store in
1991 ond Kwik Save in 1995. There has
also been no major new retail
development in the centre for many years.

The only exceptions fo this hove been the ~

granting of planning permission in 1997
for @ nontood retail store on land at
Barnabas Road/Sutton New Road (not yet
started) and the submission of a planning
application for o new supermarket on the
site of the Queens Head Public House on
Reservoir Road. The latter has not yet

been determined.



Despite this, the centre still provides a
wide range of both convenience and
comparison goods and is home to o
number of national multiples such as
Woolworths, litlewoods, Boots, Dixons
elc. Most of these multiples are located at
the northern end of High Street, between
The ‘Village' Green and St. Barnabas
Church. The southern end of High Street is
characterised by smaller independent
traders and a number of charity shops.

The ‘Shopping in Birmingham' survey
published by the City Council in 1996
showed that Erdington was the fitth largest
centre in the City in terms of total refail
floorspace and the third largest in terms of
estimated retail turnover (a figure
surpassed only by the City Centre and
Sutton Coldfield town centre]. This survey
was completed before the opening of the
Fort Retail Park which is expected to divert
some frade away from Erdington centre.

The survey highlighted the following key
statistics about the centre:

The table below shows the estimated
turnover in Birmingham's main retail
centres in 1993, The turnover in the 15
top locations was estimated to be:

: Heath
Maorhfield i
Selly Oak Retail Park
Acodks Green |
MNew Oscot

;" h :_i-" .-i‘.'1:.|.. . _. ' :-'r :
Solfley [Alum Rock Rd] |
Handsworth [Scha Rd)

(Source: 1994 Shopping Survey, Birminghom City
Councill

The centre is relatively well served by road
and public transport. The A5127
Birmingham New Road links the centre
with Sutton Coldfield and Birmingham City
Centre with the Gravelly Hill Interchange
[Spaghetti Junction] about 1 | /2 miles to
the south. It is also located on the ‘outer
circle’ bus route, connecting Erdington
with areas to the west and east such as

Wition, Aston and Perry Barr. The Lichtield-

Birmingham cross<ity line runs within 500
yards [0.5km) of High Street with the
nearest station being on Station Road.
Ceniro have also announced plans to
investigate the provision of a new train
siation at Reservoir Road, as part of their
20 year strategy, although no firm
commitment or timescale for this has yet
been given. A new station here would be
particularly well located in relation to
'lower’ High Street and will be supported
by the City Council.

- ‘erdington
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The centre is also located at the heart of There are also @ number of other buildings

the community and is imporiant not only in the Llocal Plan area which are either .
tor shopping but also for education, Statutory Listed or included in the City
leisure and cultural focilities. Erdington Council’s “local List of Buildings, Structures
library |opened in 190/) and the and Features of Architectural, )
swimming baths (opened in 1925) are Archaeological or Historic Interest”. These
located next to the Villoge' Green. St, buildings make on important confribution
Barnabas Church, a Grade |l Listed to the character of Erdington;

T Building which dates back

" o 1822, is located ot the la) Statutory Listed

centre of High Street. lis * No. 23 and 25 Station Road.
mature trees and Timber framed house dating back 1o

graveyard soffen the | &6th/ 17th Century. Grade |l listed
| otherwise ‘hard'
environment of High [b) “Local list”
Street. MNos, @ and 11 Spring lane
The Church House, High Streel

L
L

One of the most nofable A. Hazel and Sons, High Street
buildings in the local

B action plan area is
Erdington Abbey, part of
which is now used by

Eraingrﬂn Fire Station
Alms Houses, Tratalgor Road

Ergington library

Highclare School. There is lc} Archoeological Areas
a long history of religious These buildings and areas will be
and educational use of protected in accordance with the policies
this site. The completion of of the Birmingham Plon [see paragraph
“Erdington Abbey... the church of St. Thomas ond 5t. Edmund 3.25 3.26 and 8.36) and the City
now part of . i i
Highelare School in 1850 reploced an earlier Council's revised Conservation Strategy
chapel/school and between 1876 ang [1998]
1917 the site was home to an Crder of * Erdington Villoge Area of Potentia
Benedictine Monks. In 1896 Erdington Archoeological Importance

Priory became the first Benedictine Abbey
to be founded in England since the
Reformation. In 1922 the Abbey was
taken over by the Redemptorists who
owned the site until its sale to Highclare
School. The quality of the Abbey itself was
recognised in 1970 when it was included
as Grade |l in the Statutory List of
Buildings of Architectural and
Historic Interest.

The Abbey itself forms part of o
cluster of educational and religious
facilities on Station Road - the others
being Osborme Nursery School, the
Osborne Junior and Infant School
and the Greek Orthodox Church,

erdington “Alms Houses,
action plan Trafalgar Road"”




What will the Action Plan do?

The Vision

~ Erdington High Street has traditionally
been one of Birmingham's most successful
district centres, not only as a place for
shopping but also for educational, leisure
and cultural facilities, In the words of one
local resident:

“Erdington High Street is o way of lite”

The overriding obijective of this action plan
is to support this role and 1o help to
maintain the vitality and viability of the
centre. lis main objectives are:

¥ to maintain and improve the
atiractiveness of Erdington as a local
shopping centre and a focus for the
local community.

i to improve the local environment to
make Erdington o safer and more
affractive areo for those people who
shop, work or live here.

1 to provide a planning framework 1o
guide and stimulate future investment
and new development.

¥ to review car parking and traffic
management in the centre and
adjoining residential roads, ond help 1o
improve public transport to the centre.

To achieve this it is not proposed that the
centre should experience large scale
redevelopment. The basic land use pattern
will remain with retailing along High Street
with a mix of commercial, leisure,
community and residential uses in the rest
of the plan area.

This plon will focus on physical issues
relating to planning and land use but the
City Council alone will not be able to
change Erdington on its own. This will
require the help of all people with an
interest in Erdington - local residents,
private sector, retailers and developers
and other public bodies.

In appropriate circumstances the City
Council will seek planning cbligations
towards securing the fransportation and
environmental obijectives of this action
plan.

[ . .

' Land Use Planning Policy
__Canfext

[-'- This action plan has been prepared in
the context of The Birmingham Plan - the
City's Unitary Development Plan.

The Birmingham Plan, adopted in 1993,
will guide the development of the city in
the period up to 2001. It contains both
the broad strategic policy direction and
more detailed local planning anc
development policies and proposals. It
sets out an overall sirategy for Birmingham
of:

i revitalising the economy.

i creating an attractive environment both
for the benefit of local people and 1o
aftract invesiment,

The obijectives established to achieve the
strategy include measures to:

% protect and enhance exisfing centres as
a focal point for community life.

W protect and enhance what is good in
the environment and to improve what is

less good.

1 provide good quality transport
infrastructure o support economic
revitalisation.

The Birmingham Plan recognises that the
existing pattern of shopping is the result of
historic capital investment decisions based
on the need for shops to be as accessible
as possible to local communities. The Plan
supports existing centres and states that
they will continue to be the main focus for
new retail development.

- erdington
action plan
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The Plan's Erdington Constituency
Statement deals with the shopping centre
in the following ferms:

“An important asset of the area is
Erdington shopping centre, the third
largest in the city, which has also atiracted
a variety of office and commercial uses.
It is by-passed by Sutton New Road,
which allows a relatively safe, part-
pedestrianised shopping environment,
Although suffering a deticiency in car
parking and under increasing pressure
from competing centres, recent
redevelopment in the High Street has led
to consolidation of the centre.

Several further development opportunities
exist. A series of proposals aim fo
safeguard the vitality and status of the
centre and control and guide future growth
and change. These include opportunities
for new offices and shops, the application
of primary retail frontage policies, further
pedestrianisation of the High Street,
additional cor parks and a range of rear
access and traffic management measures.
Environmental improvements and quality
landscaping will be encouraged [including
the central reservation of Sutton New
Road].” [paragraph 11.19).

Cther specitic proposals which are
relevant include:

% the City's Strotegic Highway Network
(SHN): the A5127 Sutton New Road
forms part of the City's SHN where the
wider public interest requires high
capacity and relofively tree flow of
raffic and limited frontage access.

W the electritication of the ‘cross city’ line
[Lichfield-Redditch via Birmingham New
Street). This was completed in 1995,

= support tor a new rail station at
Reservoir Road.

The action plan also takes account of
relevant Central Government Policies,
particularly Planning Policy Guidance
[PPG) Note & Town Centres and Reiail
Developments' (July 1996) and PPG13 -

Transport'. This emphasises the need to
sustain and enhance the vitality ond
viability of local centres and it also
expresses a clear preference for new reiail
developments to be within or adjocentto
existing centres.



Overview

. Erdington is in competiion with other
shopping centres in north Birmingham.
To maintain and improve its
competitiveness it will need to remain as
accessible as possible and continue fo
have a range of shops, focilities and an
environment which will aftract potential
shoppers and visitors. To achieve this,
further investment in the centre will be
encouraged and promoted by the City
Council working in partnership with local
residents, traders, local businesses and
other organisations with an interest in the
future well being of Erdington.

This part of the action plan, theretore,
concentrates on those measures which will
be promoted fo support the role of the
centre. These are dealt with in detail in the
following sections. The key proposals are:

! the identification of o ‘primary retail
frontage’ policy for the centre.

= opportunities for new development and
investment.

¥ improving facilities for pedestrians,
cyclists and car users.

1 opportunities for environmental
enhancement, including the potential for
further pedestrianisation of High Street.

I the review of existing Highway
Improvement Lines.

The proposals in the action plan are
summarised in Appendix A.

The Primary Retail Frontage
_ Policy

. Although its main role is that of a district
shopping centre, Erdington is more than
simply a place to shop. It also provides an
important source of local employment as
well as other cultural, social and business
services. This diversity is welcomed by
both national planning policies and the
City's own Unitary Development Plan.

Whilst this diversity is welcomed, it is the
retail function which remains the
foundation of the centre and the range
and choice of shopping opportunities on
offer is the main reason why people
continue to visit Erdington.

In recent years there has been a growth in
the number of nonretail uses, a trena
alfecting most ‘traditional’ High Street
centres nationwide. In 1984, 35.5% of all
units in the centre were in service uses
|Source: 'Shopping in Birmingham’,
Birmingham City Council) and the 1994
shopping survey showed that this had
risen to 41.5% of all units [1). Survey
work undertaken for this action plan in July
1997 showed that this had fallen slightly
lo 40% as a result of the closure of three
building society branches and their
conversion to relail use.

It is considered that the centre has now
reached the stage where the growth of
further service uses needs to be managed
in order to protect the viability of the
centre as a whole. This will be achieved
through the adoption of a Primary Retail
Frontage Policy. This will operate on the
basis that further non-retail uses will not
normally get planning permission.

[1] Based on survey work undertgken in 1993

~ erdington
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The extent of the centre covered by this
policy is shown on The Proposals Plan.
This covers oll of the units on High Street
from Mason Road as far south as Church
Road and York Road. The policy has been
drawn up having regard to a number of
key considerations:

. the current distribution of service uses in
the centre - there is o marked
concentration of these uses ot the

southern end of High Street and at York
Road.

i the disiribution of outlets of national and
regional multiples eg. Coop, Kwik
Save, Boots, W.H. Smiths etc wheo
have a porticular concentration of
'upper’ High Streel.

¥ levels of pedestrian flows, which are
higher north of Coton Lone.

the need to avoid the creation of 'dead’
trontages caused by concentrations of
non-refail uses.

- Development Opportunities

E_’ One of the notable features of the
centre, and the wider area covered by the
action plan, is the lack of any extensive
vacont land and buildings which could
offer opportunities for new investment and
development.

Vacancy rates in the shopping centre have
traditionally been low in comparison with
other centres in Birmingham. The City
Council's 1994 shopping survey showed
that the centre had an average vacancy
rate of 5% between 1984-1994 although
this had risen to 6.5% in July 1997,
possibly as a result of the impact of the
Fort Retail Park. Overall there are concerns
about both the quantitative and qualitative
decline of the centre.

The key development opportunity within

the shopping centre exists on land either .
side of Barnabas Road. This area includes
car parking/reor servicing and two sites
fronting Sutton New Road:

land adjoining Erdington Market Hall.
In March 1997 planning permission
was granted for o nentood retail unit
on this site although development has
yet o commence.

land adjoining the former Gala Bingo
Hall. This narrow site of 0.5 acres
[0.23 ha] which was formerly the
offices of the Family Practitioner
Committee, and has now been cleared
and is currently used as temporary car

parking.

Whilst it would clearly be possible for
independent development proposals to
come forward on these siles, the City
Council consider there may be a larger
redevelopment site here by looking
comprehensively at all of the land
between Sutton New Rood and High
Street. This would provide an opportunity
to assemble a site to deliver the type,
quality and scale of development which
the centre needs and which currently does
not exist elsewhere within the centre.

The City Council will, therefore,
encourage developers (and londowners|
to look positively on the redevelopment
potential here and will offer support to
assist the process of site assembly. A
Development Brief will be prepared to
guide the development of this site. A retail
development will be particularly welcome,
as well as office uses, and the cpportunity
should be taken 1o provide a quality |
frontage to Sutton New Road.

Those other development opportunities that
can be readily identified at this stage are:

i} Land ot 16-22 Orphanage Road. An
opportunity exists here for retail
development.,




lii) 52-62 Wood End lane and 27-35
Wood End Road. This 0.95 acre (0.4
ha) site was tormerly in use as a
gorage and has been vacant for a
number of years. Planning permission
for residential development has been
granted. Part of the site is offected by
a Highway Improvement Line.

(iii] 7-13 Wood End Road. This site has
been vacant for o number of years
following the demolition of a number
of Edwardian terraced houses. Infill
housing development or relail,
commercial or office development will

be encouraged. The site is affected by

a Highway Improvement Line.

liv] 14 Newman Road. Re-use of this

vacant office block will be promoted.

lv] Queens Head Public House, Reservoir
Road/Six Ways. In April 1997 o
planning application was submitted for
a new supermarket on the site of the
public house and land adjoining Six
Woays. This application has not yet
been determined as part of the site is
affected by land protected by o
Highway Improvement Line for future
alterations to the Six Ways,/Reservoir
Road junction. There are also concerns
about how traffic low generated by o
supermarket here could be
accommodated given the exisling
congestion at Six Ways and whether o
supermarket on this site would be
acceptoble under PPG6. Discussions
with the developer are continuing in
order to resolve the outstanding
highway concerns. As part of this
action plon o review of existing
Highway Improvement Lines is to be
carried out and this site is, therefore,
identified as a [medium-term|
redevelopment opportunity. This site
would be suitable for commercial
development. The design of any
development should be appropriate to
its ‘gateway’ location.

[vi) 122-132 Gravelly Hill North.  This

site is also affected by o Highway
Improvement Line protecting land for
the future widening of Gravelly Hill
North, Until such time as any
redevelopment scheme comes
forward, the site will be laid out as o
car park. In the longer term the site
moy be suitable for residential or
commercial /cffice development,

erdington
action plan




e

Road Hierarchy

ir Erdington Centre is situated on the
original A38 Birmingham-Derby road,
which was locally bypassed by Sutton
New Road in 1938 and strategically by
the Sutton bypass in 1972, The Sutton
Bypass is now designated A38 and
Sutton New Road A5127. Erdington High
Street is non-classified ond has been
pedestrianised between New Street and
Mason Road. Connecting roads between
High Street and Sutton New Road form
part of a partial one-way traffic
management scheme.

Sutton New Road is part of the City's
Strategic Highway Network (SHN) and is
a key link between the City Centre, Aston
Expresswaoy and the suburbs to the north,
including Sutton Coldfield. The road
carries around 25,000 vehicles per day,
including 400 heavy goods vehicles
[HGVs) and is congested at junclions
during peak hours.

The orbital [A4040) intersects the A5127
at the southern end of the Erdington
shopping centre at o fivearm (formerly six
arm) roundabout junction, where traffic
congestion, delays to public transport and
pedestrian and cycle sofety ore particular
problems.

| Highway Improvement Lines
(HILs)

| The City Council retains HiLs in order to
protect land for future improvement
schemes. Across the Cily, there remains @
significant number of lines which were
imposed many years ago but which, with
current limits on funding and in the light of
the changing strategy on road building,
are unlikely to be required in the
foreseeable future or within the timescales
attached to them. These lines are being
reviewed, through processes which
include Local Action Plans, and mony are

being revoked as a result. This action can
result in the lifting of uncertainty and there
is evidence that investment and
development may follow.

In the Erdington LAP areq, the following
Hils exist:-

= Gravelly Hill North (Lansdowne Road to

Six Ways)

Six Ways/Reservoir Read/VWoed End
Road,/Sutton New Road

Station Road
Station Road/Sutton Road/High Street

All of these lines are timed at “12 years”™
and are shown on Map 2.

The cutline schemes illustrated in this LAP
would result in the reduction in the total
area of land offected by Hils. Adoption of
schemes such as those illustrated could
bring forward the process of revoking or
reducing the effect of lines no longer
required.

Six Ways Junction - Improvements to this
junction include a proposal 1o reploce the
existing roundabout with traffic signal
control, to benelit pedestrions, cyclists and
buses. This scheme will need to take
account of any redevelopment of the
Queens Head Public House site and,
possibly, the Highcroft Hospital site.

Station Road Railway Bridge - a one-way
‘shuttle’ scheme has been suggested which
would enable the footways to be
increased in width for pedestrian safety.
Queuing traffic would be a problem and
further evaluation work is needed.



Highway Improvement Lines, Six Ways =
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The Village Green - traftic congestion and
llegal parking in this area is o serious
problem that could be addressed by
redesigning the roadspace, limiting car
access and increasing amenity area.

The following firm proposal has already
been the subject of local consultation:-

Wood End Road/Trefalgor Road junction
- widening and traffic signal control (now
completed). This is necessitated by the
development of the Jaffray Hospital site
and has been designed fo increase salety
where road widths are very limited. Care
will need to be taken to ensure that side
road traffic is not encouraged to ‘rat run’

in the local area. This is shown on Map
4

Public Transport

| Erdington is located in o “corridor’
offering o very high level of public
transport provision.

As tar os buses are concerned, in the
radial direction [A5127 and Summer
Road), 14 services provide up fo 32
buses per hour, whilst the Outer Circle
Number 11 service operates on the
A4040 at o frequency of up to 8 buses
per hour. In addition there are a number
of other bus services meeting local needs,
including @ ‘ring and ride’ service.
Although frequencies are high, there is o
need to address the following issues:-

poor quality of stop and shelter focilities
and the environment created by the
juxtaposition of very busy bus stops,
residential properties and busy roads
the need for better pedestrian links
between the shopping centre and bus
stops

congestion around bus stops on narrow
tootways

lock of bus pricrity ot peak times

The shopping o
centre is within
a lfen-minute
walk time of
Erdington
Raibway Station,
which is situated
on the Centro
Cross City line,
Trains between
lichfield and the
City Centre are

“Erdington Village
available throughout the day at @ Green”

frequency of up to four per hour in each
direction. Pedesirian routes between the
shopping centre and station need 1o be
addressed - footways on Station Road are
narrow and hazardous.

Traffic Management

I The shopping centre is partly
pedestrianised, with on street parking
available in most sireets (see Car Parking
section). Some of the premises on High
Street also sutter trom poor delivery and
service facilities. This arrangement results
in drivers circulating streets in search of
spaces, making use of the remaining
footways hazardous at narrow sections
There is also o disbenefit for the centre in
terms of increased air pollution.

A scheme jointly proposed by Centro and
the City Council, to specitically oddress
the issue of pedestrian access 1o bus
services and traltic v::;j|m|ng in Coton Lane,
was the subject of local public consultation
in Spring 1997. The scheme, which is
illustrated on Plan 5 is expected to be
completed by March 1999, [t incluges:-

the resiting of existing bus stops and
their replocement with modern shelters

a new pedestrian crossing on Sutton
New Road

footpath improvement works
EL 1

erdington
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trattic calming measures on Coton Lone
to ease pedestrian movement between
High Street and Sutton New Road.



| Further environmental improvements fo the
centre could result from increased use of
Traffic oneway orders 1o limit traffic in the
most sensitive areas, Although such ideas
would limit the use of residential streets by
'rat running’ raffic, it could result in access
problems for some resigents ang
businesses. A further study is, therefore,
proposed which will explore the impact
that this scheme may have. This study will
also include a review of short stay parking
on High Street in the context of
| opportunities to improve the pedesirian
environment within the centre,

Schemes have been drawn up in outline
to deal with specitic local problems but it
will only be possible to implement these i
increased funding becomes available,
possibly through private seclor
confributions resulting from development
proposals

“Opportunities fo
improve pedestrian
movement” '

Car Parking

| At present there are around 600 car
parking spaces available to serve the
shopping centre (excluding on-street car
parking in those residential roads
adjoining the centre). The location and

type of car parking is mixed:

! City Council owned 'Pay and Display’
car parks ot Church Road, Machin
: 1€ Road, Orphanoge Road/Edwards
erdington Road and ot the central reservation
action plan
A along Sutton New Road.

dedicated ‘off-street’ car parking
provided by retail stores eg. at the reor
of Icelond, Coop and Kwik Save

orstreet car n{:rking along H@I‘. Street
and adjoining roads.

opportunistic car parking on vacont
land, for example, at Barnabos Road

The provision of safe and secure car
p{:rkir*.g, ;j-srr:cui::lriy fr:rr E-:F'I-:Z:'H-Ef:w vISItors,
is important for the future well being of
traditional linear 'High Street’ centres like
Erdington. An assessment of future car
parking needs for the centre will be
guided by two key principles

that car parking shoula be torgeted af
improving the needs of shoppers. This
dictales a concentration on shorl stay
p-:r'r::ng and how this is managed

that where possible car parking should
be off-street thereby maximising
opportunities for pedestrian ang
environmental improvements along High
Street,

The following measures will, theretore, be
promoted to improve car parking provision
at the Centre:

a review of onstreet car parking
delivery and servicing along High
Street. The traffic management section
of the action plan deals with measures
to improve management and circulation
of raffic within the shopping centre. As
part of the review of car pﬂrir;!ng
arrangements on High Street o further
study will be carried out in the context
of the opportunities for improving the
pedestrian environment within the
centre,

extending the existing ‘pay and display’
cor park ot Church Road onto vacant
lond ot Harrison Road

laying out new car parking on City
Council owned land ot

- Barnobas Road

- Gravelly Hill North/VWooa End lane

encouraging car parking on land at
Church Road, between St. Barnabas
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Church and The Vicarage (privately
owned). This site was previously leased
to the City Council for @ ‘pay and
display’ cor park.

lighting, landscaping and resurfacing
improvements to car parks.

a review of car parking chorges at ‘pay

and display’ car parks.

improved directional signage to parking
areas in, and around, the shopping
centre,

measures o allow traffic circulation
between the car parks at the rear of
leeland /Kwik Save, the Coop
Superstore and the parking/servicing
areas to the rear of 94-106 High

treet. There are currently 3 separate
car parks here providing up to 300
spaces. There is clear potential here to
allow traffic circulotion between each
car park by providing ramps to deal
with any changes in levels and better
gemarcation between servicing - staff
parking - and customer car parking. The
City Council will encourage the private
landowners to take appropriate
measures fo enable this to happen and
thereby ease movement between
Mason Road and High Street.

Cycling

k The City Council is committed to the
promotion of safe cycling in Birmingham
and it recognises the environmental and
health benefits that can arise from the
greater use of bicycles. Opportunities wil
be taken to improve focilities, and create
a safer environment tor cyclists.

Measures such as improving crossing
facilities for cyclists will be investigated as
part of any alterations to traffic signal
iunctions leg. the proposal at Six Ways).
Additional cycle parking facilities in the
shopping centre will also be provided.

——

Pedestrianisation

| Plons for the pedestrianisation of the
shopping centre, from The Village Green
lo Six Ways, together with rear servicing

yards and
off-sireet car
parks, were
first drawn-
up by the
City Council
in May
1966, At
this time it
was thought
that funding
would be
available to acquire ond demolish private
property in order to carry cut @ phased
programme of pedestrianisation along
High Street,

Only part of this plan - pedestrianisation
between Mason Road and New Street,
logether with some rear servicing - has
been implemented. Although this
pedestrianisation scheme has been
successful, previous public consuliation has
shown that attitudes towards any further
pedestrignisation of the centre are mixed
Indeed, there are now perceived fo be
clear community .’:Ii]f’l&'ﬁ,-I bene?lts in nol
having full pedestrianisation provided the
right balance con be struck between
neople and vehicles to create an aoftractive
environment

There are two major obstacles to pursuing
further pedestrianisation of the centre af
this time:

the lack of any approved tunds to carry
out any scheme,

the limited amount ot land available to
provide new car parking areas which
may be needed to offset the loss of on-
sireet car parking caused by
pedestrianisation. It is of particular
concern that sites suitable for offstreet
car parking will equally be suitable for
new investment and development in the
cenire.

This action plan, therefore, recommends
that the further pedestrianisation should be
extended up lo Barnabas Road.

“Car parking
conflicis”™
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The quality of the environment in this part
of the city is important for both the long
term vitality and health of the shopping
centre and for those people who live in
the plan area. The creation of a place
which is pleasant to be in is as
fundamental as the oftractions and
accessibility of a centre for atiracting
shoppers and visitors. The promotion of
quality development and taking
opportunities for improving the
environment will play a vital role in
underpinning the success of the centre
both as a place to shop ond work as well
as its role as a focus for the local
community.

It is considered that a further detailed
study is required looking at opportunities
for improving the pedestrion environment
along High Street. This will lock ot the
following issues:

i townscape quality.
m rationalisation of on-street car parking.

¥ improving pedestrian movement,
including the possibility of widening
existing pavements.

¥ street furniture and other londscaping
improvements.

2 an accessibility oudit for vulnerable
road users eg. people with disabilities.

The maintenance and refurbishment of
properties and shop frontages will be
encouraged and any new developments
should seek 1o improve the quality of the
sireet scene. The Shopfront Design Guide
produced by the City Council’s
Department of Planning and Architecture
provides advice and guidonce on good
shop front design including security
measures and roller shutters. There are o
number of buildings clong High Street and
on Orphanage Road which reflect the
Victorian and Edwardian legocy of this
part of Erdington. In many cases the
character and architectural quality of these

buildings has been disrupted by modern
signage and shop front design and o
return to ‘traditional’ shop fronts would be
o morked improvement to the quality of
the townscape. Any shop returbishment
schemes should toke the opportunity o
make it easier for people with restricted
mobility, for example people with
disabilities or parents with prams and

buggies, to gain access into and through
the shop.

The survey of residents views on shopping
issues conducted as part of the ‘Shopping
in Birmingham’ study asked respondents to
identify the type of facilities that they
would expect fo see in a good shopping
centre. The most frequently mentioned
facilities were: public toilets, shelter trom
the weather, car parking close to shops,
good public transport, traffic tree
pedestrion creas, seating and baby
changing facilities. Very similar views have
been expressed by local pecple and
business in the course of preparing this
action plan. The need for the City Council
to improve its maintenance of public
pavements and street |ighllng has also
been frequentty mentioned. All of these
issues will be tockled as the opportunities
arise, either in ossociation with new
development or by better co-ordination of
the City Council’s expenditure through ifs
main programme. The guality of spaces
which make up the public realm often
hove a crucial effect on the image of an
area. Occasionally, the quality of new
buildings can alter perceptions but more
often additional tree planting, better
landscaping, improved pedestrian
crossings, quality street furniture and
removing street ‘clutter’ can have a more
significant impact. This will be particularly
relevant to Erdington where opportunities
for new development (or redevelopment]
are limited. The City Council will,
therefore, encourage o co-ordinated
approach to improve the quality of public
spaces in the plan area.



Key opportunities which exist are:

better landscaping, and lighting, of car
parks and the approaches o car parks.

additional quality street turniture,
repaving and landscaping/free planting
within the shopping centre

removing advertising hoardings which
are affecting the quality of the
environment. This will be achieved
through negotiation with landowners
and, it necessary, the City Council will
use its enforcement powers where
hoardings have been erected without
consent. Applications for new
temporary hoardings will be considered
in terms of their impoct on visuol
amenity and highway safety. They will
not normally be permitted where they:

- are excessively large
- have a dominant visual impact

- do not respect the scale of adjoining
buildings

- result in the overconcentration of
hoardings

- adversely affect highway safety

improving the Sutton New Road
corridor: the creation of this road,
which itself required the demolition of
much Edwardian and Victorian Property,
effectively severed the traditional street
pattern between High Street and
surrounding residentiol oreas. The
construction of the rood hos exposed
both gableend and the reor of
properties and left pockets of vacant or
poorly landscoped land. Development
which has taken place since its
construction has also been set back
from the road to take account of
previous highway improvement lines
which hove now been abandoned.
Overall, this presents an image of
Erdington which is in need of
improvement. A number of opportunities
exist:

- strengthening landscaping along the
corridor with additional tree planting
works to the central reservation have

been a marked improvement on the
previous situation and further ree

planting will be beneficial.

- ensuring that ony redevelopment of
lond and property tokes the
opportunity o create an appropriate
street trontage.

the Village Green': the Green at fne
norhern end of High Street is in many
ways the community focus of Erdington,
lying at the northern end of High Street,
next to Erdington Library. There is an
opportunity here fo improve the sefting
of the Villoge Green and the library by
changes to current traftic priorities. This
con be achieved by allowing the land
in front of Sega World,/Blockbusters to
become part of an enlarged Villoge
Green,/pedestrionised area. Funding
tar the refurbishment of the Village
Green was approved by the City
Council in 1998. Options for the
refurbishment will be the subject of
further consultation.

there is an
opporfunity 1o
cregle g
‘pocket park’ af
the junction of
Oaktield Road
and VWood End
Road.

The Pergola,
High Street:
the Pergola has
been a feature of High Street for many
years, |t soltens the otherwise harsh
built environment of this part of High
Street and provides a relafively pleasant
sitting area for shoppers. However, the
City Council has received a petition
from local residents requesting its
removal on the grounds that it is nof
well maintained, is an eyesore and that
nuisance is caused by pigeon’s
perching on its frame. The refurbishment
of the Villoge Green will also look at its
relotionship with the Pergolo, thereby
proposing o comprehensive approach
to environmental improvements in this
part of High Street.

“Erdington
Library”

erdington
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No maijor proposals ore included for the
housing areas adjoining High Sireet. The
issues here are largely concerned with the
need for property maintenance and the
need to monitor the impacts of shoppers
parking in residential streets. The
infroduction of residents-only parking
schemes may be needed and the City
Council will consider any additional
requests. There are a number of streets
adjoining the centre, and Sutton New
Road, which are affected by conflicts
between resident and shoppers car
parking or 'rat running’ traffic. The
inroduction of traffic manogement
measures fo deal with this will be
considered. Opportunities for new housing
development are limited by the lock of
available land. Those opportunities which
do exist are;

- land at 5262 Wood End lane and 27-
35 Wood End Road.

- land at 7-13 Wood End Road.

- the former JoHfray Hospital site [just
outside the plon area), The hospital
closed in 1991 as part of the [former]
West Midlands Regional Health
Authority's hospital rationalisation
programme. In July 1993 the City
Council odopted a Development Brief
to provide guidance on the
redevelopment of the site for housing.
In November 1998 development was
largely complete. As part of the
development the City Council is
negotiating a legal agreement with
developers to provide for off-site open
space improvements and a financial
confribution towards o traffic light
controlled junction at Wood End Road/
Trafalagar Road.

EI‘dil‘lgfﬂl'lFEI
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Development opportunities
[i} lond ot Bamobas Read

lii) Queens Heod Public House and
odjoining land, Six Woys/
Reservoir Road

(i) Nos. 16-22 Orphanage Rood

liv] land ot 5662 Wood End lane
ond 27-35 Wood End Rood

tv) Land ot Nos. 7-13 Wood End
Road

[vi] 14 Mewman Road

(vii) Lond ot 122-132 Gravely Hill
Transportation

1) Highway Improvemeni Lines.

TR o s T R PR

lii) Six Ways

[iii} Station Rood
liv] Junction of Mason Read/High

Street (Erdington Villoge Green)

v} Junction of Tratalgar Road and
Wood End Rood

MNew retail ond office development

Commercial developmant

Housing development

Housing, retoil, office or
commercial development

Re-use of vocon! office block

Bnpam]'mrporhrgtsl'ﬁnmﬁm!

e

Review extent of lond offecled by
huprmunuillnum-s‘.kwws

Reservoir Read, Wood End Road,
MMMMM z

Junction improvement.
- improved pedestrion and cycling
Crossings
- bus priority measures

| Improvements to help pedestrian

| Revised junction layout to ollow
 environmental improvements io
Erdington Villoge Green

Aleration 1o traffic light controlled

| junction

:ubmlmaymmmvfwuw
highway scheme will continue to

Development Brief to be prepared
ond lond ownership/land assembly
issues to be oddressed. Key
opportunity within the shopping
cenire. Opportunity to strengthen
Suttion New Road frontage.

Site development dependart on
oddressing highway issue ot Six
Ways. Any proposals should reflect

the sites "gateway” location.

Site offected by o Highway
Improvement Line on Wood End
Rood

Sile offected by o Highway

Improvement Line on Wood End
Rood

Site Is offected by o Highway

Improvement Line on Gravelly Hill
North. Access issues to be resolved

The guiding principle of H-Es fmiw
will be to ensure that ony

be protected
Longterm - impact of

redevelopment of Highcroft
Hospital and [possible)

| redevelopment of Gueens Head

PH to be ossessed

Options to be discussed wilh
Railtrock

Funding for the Village Green
refurbishment approved by

Birmingham City Council in 1998, |
Detoiled opfions 1o be subject of |
further consultation.

Part funded by the Joffray Hospital
legal Agreement. Now complete

erdington

ncﬂm plan
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[vi] Sutten MNew Rooad,/Reservoir

Rood/Wood End Rood/Summer
Rood

[viii] New Street

lix} Osborne Road

Car Parking
il High Street

[ii} Existing car parks
[iii} Lond at &-12 Harrison Road

liv) lond between 5t Barnobos
Church and The Vicoroge

[vl Lond between Sution Mew Rood
and 49 Barnobas Rood

[vi] lond at 122132 Gravelly Hil
MNavth

Iviil Car porks of the rear of The

Square Shopping Centre, the Co-
op Superstore ond the reor of 94-
IDﬁnghfmu

Cycling
Plarwide

Improved bus interchange facilifies:
- bus shelter relocation and
improvements
- additicnol pedestrion crossings
- footwoy enhancements on Sutton
Mew Road and Coton Lone

Inroduction of iraffic manogement
measures to reduce the impoct of
'rat running’ vehicles

Inreduction of rolfic monogement

measures 1o reduce the impoct of
‘tat running’ vehicles

Introduction of traffic manogement

measures to reduce the impact of
| 'rat running” vehicles

Preparation of o further study 1o
look ot opportunities for pedestrian
ond environmental enhancement
along High Street, To include o
review of shorterm parking onr
street In High Street

| Landscaping, lighting ond

resurfocing improvements

Exdend the existing Church Road
car park onto this land

Re-use site as cor parking

Car porking pending
redevelopment

Cor parking pending
redevelopment

Measures fo cllow/improve troffic
circulation between these three
separate car porks. Surfocing,
lighting and londscaping
improvements

Improved cydling focilities:
- better crossings ot road junctions
- additional cycle stands in the

| COMMENTS

| Scheme prepared jointly by
CENTRO and Birmingham City
Council. Implementation 1997 /98
by March 1999

Site previously legsed by the

| Church to Birmingham City Council

for offsreet parking

Site is currently on a shortHerm
lease to Erdington Market Traders
for use os offstreet cor pork. The
site will be included in the
Bamabas Rood Development Brief

This site is affected by a Highway
| Improvement Line

This proposal will require further
discussions with the relevant
landowners

To be delivered in conjunction with
new development, highway
alterations and environmental
improvements within the centre




SITE LOCATION

Environmental
Improvements

i} Pedestrion areas

[ii} WWithin the Shopping Centre

[iii} The Pergola, High Street

livl Shop fronts within the Shopping
Cenire

vl The Villoge Green

lvi] lond ot the junction of Oalklield
Rocd ond Wood End Rood

{vii] Sutton New Road Corridor

[viil] Upper floors of shops

Explore potential for further
pedestrianisation of High Street 1o
s junction with Bamabos Rood.

arrangements to be resolved

Poor condition and inconsistent
Irectment of pavements confributes
to poor physical imoge of the
centre - cofry out improvements

| New seafing, street furniture ond
hard and soft landscoping

Retcin or remove The Pergola?

Re-introduce ‘raditicral’ shop froms
in accordance with the City
Council's Shop Front Design Guide

Improvements to the seffing of the
Villoge Green. Introduction of a
new minitoundabout on
nage Rood and chonged
prioriies

Improvements 1o existing area of
public open spoce

Develop vacant lond and

Bwppi&rnamuitrmplunrngund
hndnmpln_gﬁhmanecmy

Encourage conversion of vacant
upper Hoors of shops for residentiol
| or commercial use

| COMMENTS
|

The original plans 1o pedestrion

High Street from The Green to Six
were first drawn up in May

1966. A lack of funding ond

concems about servicing and

community sofety issues have meont |

that this scheme has never been

hlly implemented.

Proposols to dovetail with other
environmental ond ransportation

proposals of the plan

Opportunities 1o be identitied in
further studly

The City Council has received o
petition from residents requesting
the removal of The Pergala.
Options to be considered os port
of the Villoge Green refurbishment

project

Businesses and frogers encourcged
lo improve guality of shop fronts. To
be dealt with when planning
applications ore submineg

Funding opproved by Birmingham
City Council in 1998. Detoiled
opfions to be the subject of further
consultation

| This site is offected by a Highway
| Improvement Line

‘erdington
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