


Birmingham antisocial behaviour helpline 303 1111

Voluntary Agreements
In many cases it isn’t necessary to
involve the police or the courts to solve
cases of antisocial behaviour� Sometimes
it is enough simply to explain why a
particular type of behaviour is
unacceptable and to come up with a
model for acceptable behaviour� or put
in place some steps to prevent the
antisocial behaviour happening again�

That’s why we there is something we can
try before involving the courts � to agree
a contract between everybody involved�
Contracts spell out what the problem is
and how the problem can be solved to
everybody’s satisfaction� We ask
everybody involved to sign the contract
to show that they have agreed to follow
what it says�

There are two types of contract:
� Acceptable Behaviour Contracts 

(ABCs)
� Parenting Contracts

Acceptable Behaviour
Contract (ABC)
AAcccceeppttaabbllee  BBeehhaavviioouurr  CCoonnttrraaccttss  aarree
aaggrreeeemmeennttss  mmaaddee  bbeettwweeeenn  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo
aarree  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  aannttiissoocciiaall  bbeehhaavviioouurr
aanndd  aaggeenncciieess  lliikkee  tthhee  ppoolliiccee  oorr  hhoouussiinngg��  IItt

iiss  aa  vvoolluunnttaarryy��  iinnffoorrmmaall  aaggrreeeemmeenntt  aanndd
ssoo  hhaass  nnoo  lleeggaall  wweeiigghhtt��  bbuutt  iitt  ccaann  ssttiillll  bbee
eeffffeeccttiivvee��

SSiimmppllyy  eexxppllaaiinniinngg  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ccaann  mmaakkee
tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinnvvoollvveedd  aapppprreecciiaattee  hhooww
sseerriioouuss  aannttiissoocciiaall  bbeehhaavviioouurr  ccaann  bbee  aanndd
bbyy  wwoorrkkiinngg  oouutt  aa  ssoolluuttiioonn  ttooggeetthheerr  iitt  hhaass
aa  hhiigghheerr  cchhaannccee  ooff  ssuucccceessss��

AABBCCss  aarree  nnoorrmmaallllyy  mmaaddee  bbyy  ����������  yyeeaarr
oollddss��  aanndd  wwee  eexxppeecctt  tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttss  oorr
gguuaarrddiiaannss  ttoo  ccoouunntteerrssiiggnn  iitt��  EEvveenn  tthhoouugghh
iitt  iissnn’’tt  lleeggaallllyy  bbiinnddiinngg��  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee
ppeerrssoonn  iissssuueedd  wwiitthh  aann  AABBCC  hhaass  aaggrreeeedd
nnoott  ttoo  bbeehhaavvee  iinn  cceerrttaaiinn  aannttiissoocciiaall  wwaayyss��
iitt  ccaann  bbee  pprreevveenntt  ssoommeetthhiinngg  bbeeccoommiinngg  aa
ccrriimmiinnaall  mmaatttteerr��

Most ABCs are successful in addressing a
young person’s behaviour� but if they
aren’t� further action can be taken in the
form of a Parenting Order or an ASBO�

Parenting Contract
TThhiiss  iiss  aa  vvoolluunnttaarryy  aaggrreeeemmeenntt  wwiitthh  aa
ppaarreenntt  oorr  gguuaarrddiiaann��  LLiikkee  aann  AAcccceeppttaabbllee
BBeehhaavviioouurr  CCoooonnttrraacctt��  iitt  ccaann  aappppllyy  wwhheerree
aa  cchhiilldd  oorr  yyoouunngg  ppeerrssoonn  hhaass  bbeeeenn
rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  aa  yyoouutthh  ooffffeennddiinngg  tteeaamm��  oorr
wwhheenn  tthheeyy  aarreenn’’tt  aatttteennddiinngg  sscchhooooll  aanndd
ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  tthhiiss  mmaayy  bbee  dduuee  ttoo
tthhee  ppaarreennttss  ffaaiilliinngg  iinn  tthheeiirr  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy��

A parenting contract is used to agree
standards that must be met� both by the
parents and by the local education
authority or youth offending team in
supporting them�

Again� they are effective because we
explain just how the behaviour of the
parents or guardians is affecting the
young person and they agree to follow
the steps to improve�

If a voluntary parenting contract doesn’t
solve the problem� then a similar legal
document� a Parenting Order� can be
issued by the courts�

Parenting Orders
Parenting Orders work in the same way
as Parenting Contracts� but because they
are issued by the courts they are legally
binding�

Parents must comply with the
requirements of the order for up to ��
months� whether that means attending
counselling or guidance programmes�

A parenting order will always be
considered when a young person of
under �� years has committed a criminal
offence�
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