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Body

Reform's leader on Birmingham City Council has today accepted his party are "unable to form an administration".

Issuing a statement earlier this morning, Councillor Jex Parkin said other groups on the council had "made it clear that they 
refuse to work with us".

Talks will be taking place in the coming days to see if a coalition can be formed after the dramatic local election results meant 
no party was left having overall control of the council.

Both the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats have already set out their position while Coun Parkin has said that Reform are 
committed to being a "constructive opposition" going forwards.

Here's a summary of what party leaders in Birmingham have said so far.

                                            Liberal Democrats                                        

The Liberal Democrats said over the weekend that that they will present an offer to "other political groups and like-minded 
independents on the council to work together".

Their leader Roger Harmer said on Sunday: "Our proposal is to set out a vision for the city and a supporting delivery plan.

"For the past few years, we have been known for financial problems and a failure to collect the bins, but that should not define 
our city.
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"We need to move Birmingham forward as place of initiative, enterprise and culture, that attracts people with talent."

                                            Conservative Party                                        

In their own statement on Monday, the Conservatives in Birmingham set out their priorities for any discussion on a new 
administration to run Birmingham Council.

"With no party even 50 per cent of the way to having a majority, it is clear that Birmingham desperately needs change," a 
spokesperson for the party said. "We stand ready to work with those willing to put the city first."

Coun Robert Alden, Tory group leader, said: "Birmingham has spoken and the result is a council with no one near control.

"But the issues facing Birmingham remain. A council in financial distress, a bin strike that has been running for 17 months, and 
a range of issues from badly run exempt accommodation to continuing equal pay issues.

"The onus is now on all elected councillors to use their mandate for their area to find where there is a way to produce a stable 
administration to finally clean up Birmingham and the city council."

                                            Reform UK                                        

"The results in Birmingham are historic," Coun Jex Parkin said. "From a standing start, Reform UK is now the largest party on 
Birmingham City Council.

"Voters are clearly demanding radical change.

"Although we are the largest party, other groups have made it clear that they refuse to work with us, meaning there is no viable 
route for Reform to take control of the council."

He continued: "Given that Birmingham has also clearly elected a left-wing majority, we have accepted that we will 
unfortunately be unable to form an administration.

"We are committed to being a constructive opposition, ensuring the new leadership is effectively scrutinised in order to get our 
city back on track."

Below is the new political makeup of the council - 51 seats were needed for a majority.

                                            Reform UK - 23                                                Green Party - 19                                                Labour 
- 17                       Conservative - 16                       Independents - 13                       Liberal Democrats - 12                       
Workers Party - 1                                        
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