
             
         

      
          
    

                              
              

   

                         
        

      
      

           
       

                       
                  

        

          
           

     
                            

            
              

    
                          

 

                     
         

           
                        

                            

                          
          

    

 

Unite had already taken steps to ensure its own members adhere to the terms of the injunction in 
circumstances in which there is an event planned by a third party organisation. We attach with 
this letter guidance Unite is issuing to its own representatives about the need to adhere to the 
terms of the injunction order notwithstanding the events planned by a third party organisation. 
We draw particular attention to the second paragraph of this Guidance: 
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To be clear the events organised by Strike Map are entirely independent of Unite. Whilst we 
appreciate that third parties like Strike Map are rightly outraged at BCC’s treatment of workers, 
the decision by Strike Map to hold these protests is not one endorsed by Unite. 

Unite has checked its West Midlands Facebook page and it can find no evidence the event is 
being promoted there. Please provide by return your evidence for suggesting that this is the case. 

We have raised with you previously the fact we understand that workers engaged by BCC who are 
not currently on strike are being threatened with dismissal if they stop to engage with workers on 
the picket line. You have denied this was the case. However we have been informed four agency 
workers at Perry Barr have just had their contracts terminated for being in a vehicle that stopped 
at a picket line. This runs entirely contrary to what you have repeatedly assured us was not 
happening in previous correspondence. If your client continues to insist this is not the stance 
being adopted can you please confirm why those four individuals had their contracts terminated. 

We note you intend to make a contempt application by the end of this week. We implore you not 
to do this at the current time. There is extremely important collective consultation taking place in 
regard to the structure of refuse services in Birmingham. It would be entirely counter-productive 
to have proceedings of this nature running in parallel to that process. All that your client will 
succeed in doing by taking further legal action is to make the industrial relations position even 
worse than it is now. This cannot possibly be in the interests of any party involved in this dispute 
or in the interests of the citizens of Birmingham. We have given you contact details of individuals 
within Unite who your client can contact in the event that incidents occur in and around the 
depot. We would ask that your client uses those mechanisms to resolve any issues that arise 
rather pursuing further legal proceedings. We are told by our client that no attempts at all are 
being made to do that. You can see by the guidance Unite has issued in advance of the events 
planned for tomorrow that it takes its obligations in regard to the injunction order currently in 
place very seriously. In light of that we would urge your client to not to serve contempt 
proceedings. 

Finally, we confirm we are instructed to accept service of contempt proceedings but we very 
much hope that these will not be serve upon us at the current time and that discussions aimed 
at resolving the dispute and around the collective consultation process can be prioritised. 

Yours faithfully, 
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Neil Todd 
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    Refer to CS/29 in the OneDrive Folder 
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