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Early Years & Childcare Workforce Resources

Recruitment, Retention & Other Workforce Related Themes

Recruitment & Retention Resources

Department for Education (DFE)

DfE Early Years [& Childcare] Careers Website | Do something big - Early Years Careers

DfE Early Years [& Childcare] Recruitment Resources | EY & Childcare Recruitment Resources

Training and Qualification Information | Training and qualifications - Early Years Careers

Stories from those working in the sector | Real stories - Early Years Careers

Department for Work & Pensions (DWP) Resources

DWP Find a Job in Birmingham’s Early Years & Childcare Sector | Search for a Job in Birmingham Early Years and Childcare Sector | DWP Find a
Job

Also see the attached ‘DWP Find a Job Instructions’ guide for Employers. It guides you on how to sign up to the DWP Find a Job website to post & search for job
vacancies for free. We encourage all providers to list their vacancies on this website as you will benefit from the exposure the DfE’s ‘Do Something Big’ marketing
campaigns bring.

Childcare Works Resources

Recruitment & Retention Advice Video for both Early Years & Wraparound Providers | Recruitment and Retention in Early Years and Wraparound
Provision - childcareworks.org.uk

Support resources to support the roll-out of the Early Years and Wraparound Childcare expansion | HUB Resources - childcareworks.org.uk
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https://earlyyearscareers.campaign.gov.uk/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearscareers.campaign.gov.uk%2Frecruitment-resources%2F&data=05%7C02%7CStephnie.Kettle%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cc60f9ad5f8644625a31c08dd8e477396%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638823159719356670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gCDWPGuzWRTWIoUklxI7NKU3nU04Wc%2FDTgUZs1pLIjM%3D&reserved=0
https://earlyyearscareers.campaign.gov.uk/training-and-qualifications/
https://earlyyearscareers.campaign.gov.uk/real-stories/
https://findajob.dwp.gov.uk/search?q=Early+Years&loc=83620
https://findajob.dwp.gov.uk/search?q=Early+Years&loc=83620
https://childcareworks.org.uk/recruitment-and-retention-in-early-years-and-wraparound-provision/?_gl=1*1iwhy6g*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU5MTY0MzAwMy4xNzQ3MzAxMjE4*_ga_0YZDB4EZJ0*czE3NDczMDEyMTckbzEkZzEkdDE3NDczMDEyMzIkajAkbDAkaDA.
https://childcareworks.org.uk/recruitment-and-retention-in-early-years-and-wraparound-provision/?_gl=1*1iwhy6g*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU5MTY0MzAwMy4xNzQ3MzAxMjE4*_ga_0YZDB4EZJ0*czE3NDczMDEyMTckbzEkZzEkdDE3NDczMDEyMzIkajAkbDAkaDA.
https://childcareworks.org.uk/hub-resources/?_gl=1*lucukg*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU5MTY0MzAwMy4xNzQ3MzAxMjE4*_ga_0YZDB4EZJ0*czE3NDczMDEyMTckbzEkZzAkdDE3NDczMDEyMTckajAkbDAkaDA.
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Childcare Works Early Years Toolkit Resources — A Collection of useful resources you need to start, grow and sustain an Early Years Childcare
business with themes covering Business Planning, Running of Your Childcare Provision, Business Growth, Leadership and Management, Partnership
Working & SEND and Inclusive Practice | Early Years Toolkit from Childcare Works

Childcare Works Wraparound Toolkit Resources — A collection of useful resources you need to start, grow and sustain a Wraparound Childcare
business with themes covering Business Planning, Running of Your Childcare Provision, Business Growth, Leadership and Management, Partnership
Working & SEND and Inclusive Practice | Wraparound Resources from Childcare Works

Childcare Works Wraparound Recruitment & Retention Guidance - Guidance on recruiting and retaining staff for Wraparound Childcare,
commissioned by the Department for Education (DfE) | Wraparound Childcare: Recruiting and retaining your workforce
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https://childcareworks.org.uk/early-years-toolkit/?_gl=1%2At8ztt5%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTA0MTk1MjcyLjE3NDczMDE5Mjk.%2A_ga_0YZDB4EZJ0%2AczE3NDczMDE5MjkkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDczMDE5MzIkajAkbDAkaDA.
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/?_gl=1%2A15yopzr%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTYwNTM3MjIyMC4xNzQ3MzAwOTQ3%2A_ga_0YZDB4EZJ0%2AczE3NDczMDA5NDckbzEkZzAkdDE3NDczMDA5NDckajAkbDAkaDA.
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Wraparound-Childcare_-Recruiting-and-retaining-your-workforce-1.pdf?_gl=1*q2i99p*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTM3Mjk5NjU1NC4xNzQ3MzAzODcy*_ga_0YZDB4EZJ0*czE3NDczMDM4NzEkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDczMDM4NzEkajAkbDAkaDA.
https://childcareworks.org.uk/hub-resources/?_gl=1*lucukg*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU5MTY0MzAwMy4xNzQ3MzAxMjE4*_ga_0YZDB4EZJ0*czE3NDczMDEyMTckbzEkZzAkdDE3NDczMDEyMTckajAkbDAkaDA.
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Flexible Working Resources

Timewise

Timewise — A Non-Profit Organisation championing healthier working lives for all and advocating for fair, secure and flexible work | Timewise - Non-
Profit Org

Flexibility for the Childcare Sector — Five actions to attract and retain staff | Timewise-Early-Years-Roadmap.pdf

Flexible Working Guide for Nursery Managers from Timewise | Timewise-A-Guide-for-Nursery-Managers.pdf

Video: Flexible Working Guide for Nursery Managers (YouTube) | YouTube: What is Flexible Working in Early Years for Managers

Video: Managing Flexibility in Early Years (YouTube) | Managing Flexibility in Early Years - YouTube Video

Flexible Working Guide for Nursery Staff from Timewise | Timewise-A-Guide-for-Nursery-Staff.pdf

Video: Flexible Working in Early Years for Staff (YouTube) | Working Flexibly in Early Years - A Guide for Nursery Staff

Access other Timewise Flexible Working Reports & Resources | Building the early years and childcare workforce of the future - Timewise
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https://timewise.co.uk/
https://timewise.co.uk/
https://timewise.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Timewise-Early-Years-Roadmap.pdf
https://timewise.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Timewise-A-Guide-for-Nursery-Managers.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7s9bNbyPRnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vUByRDDSo48
https://timewise.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Timewise-A-Guide-for-Nursery-Staff.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6pCVpNbMbs
https://timewise.co.uk/article/building-the-early-years-and-childcare-workforce-of-the-future/
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Improving Practice Resources

Department for Education (DfE)

Free Child Development Training | Early years child development training : Home page

Ofsted

How Early Years Practitioners Work with Babies & Toddlers | Getting it right from the start: how early years practitioners work with babies and
toddlers - GOV.UK

A 3-part Curriculum Research Review Focused on Early Years Education

Part 1 | Best start in life part 1: setting the scene - GOV.UK

Part 2 | Best start in life part 2: the 3 prime areas of learning - GOV.UK

Part 3 | Best start in life part 3: the 4 specific areas of learning - GOV.UK

HEART Stronger Practice Hub (SPH)

Main Website | HEART — Midlands Early Years Stronger Practice Hub | Stronger Practice Hubs

YouTube for ‘Short Sparks’ Practice Videos | 'Short Sparks' from the HEART: Nurturing Staff Well-Being

SPH support Evidence Store by EEF | Early Years Evidence Store | EEF

Stronger Practice Hub Newsletters

HEART Stronger Practice Hub Newsletter #1
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https://child-development-training.education.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers?utm_source=Early+Education&utm_campaign=7f9ef17551-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_04_26_01_48_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-f994268a67-646704931&mc_cid=7f9ef17551&mc_eid=f949c0ba10#key-findings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers?utm_source=Early+Education&utm_campaign=7f9ef17551-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_04_26_01_48_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-f994268a67-646704931&mc_cid=7f9ef17551&mc_eid=f949c0ba10#key-findings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/best-start-in-life-a-research-review-for-early-years/best-start-in-life-part-1-setting-the-scene
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/best-start-in-life-a-research-review-for-early-years/best-start-in-life-part-2-the-3-prime-areas-of-learning
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/best-start-in-life-a-research-review-for-early-years/best-start-in-life-part-3-the-4-specific-areas-of-learning
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/wm/heart-midlands-eysph
https://www.youtube.com/@HeartSPH-t3h
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years/evidence-store
https://mailchi.mp/9689faa5f9a7/heart-stronger-practice-hub-newsletter-1

Last Updated 22/5/25 - SK

Education Endowment Foundation (EEF)

Main Website | Education Endowment Foundation | EEF

Early Years Resources (Communication & Language, PSED, Literacy, Maths, Self-Regulation & Executive Function and PD) | Early Years | EEF

Evidence Store by EEF to support the Stronger Practice Hub | Early Years Evidence Store | EEF

Early Years Toolkit —a summary of approaches to improving teaching and learning in the Early Years | Early Years Toolkit | EEF

Toolkit Guide | Teaching and Learning / Early Years Toolkit Guide | Education Endowment Foundation

Effective Professional Development Guide | Guide-to-Effective-Professional-Development-in-the-Early-Years.pdf

Professional Development Conversation Starter | Professional-Development-Conversation-Cycle-1.0.pdf

Parental Engagement Tips | EEF_Parental Engagement_Summary_of_recommendations.pdf

Anna Freud Resources

Difficulties in EY, Tips & Signposting to Resources | Common difficulties in the early years | Anna Freud

Froebel Trust

Research into children’s learning from birth to eight years and supports high quality early education | Froebel Trust | Homepage

Training and Resources Main Page | Froebel Trust | Training and resources

Download Practice Improving Pamphlets | Froebel Trust | Pamphlets and guides
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https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years/evidence-store
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years/toolkit
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/documents/toolkit/toolkit_guide_2025_v2.00.pdf?v=1747908933
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/documents/pages/Guide-to-Effective-Professional-Development-in-the-Early-Years.pdf
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/documents/pages/Professional-Development-Conversation-Cycle-1.0.pdf
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/supporting-parents/EEF_Parental_Engagement_Summary_of_recommendations.pdf?v=1747908963
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/under-fives-wellbeing/common-difficulties/
https://www.froebel.org.uk/
https://www.froebel.org.uk/training-and-resources
https://www.froebel.org.uk/training-and-resources/pamphlets
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Dingley’s Promise

Inclusion Programme | Early Years Inclusion Programme - Dingley's Promise

Dingley’s promise Login Portal | Dingley's Promise: Online learning
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https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/
https://dingleyspromise.clcmoodle.org/local/roadmaplogin/login.php

Workforce Wellbeing Resources

Department for Education (DfE)

Help for early years providers : Early years practitioner wellbeing support

Department for Health & Social Care

School Zone | Campaigns | Campaign Resource Centre

Mental Wellbeing - School Zone | School Zone | Campaign Resource Centre

Every Mind Matters top tips - School Zone | Mental wellbeing | Campaigh Resource Centre

Anna Freud Resources

Resources For Mental Health Professionals | Anna Freud

Expert advice and guidance videos for nursery staff | Anna Freud

Video: Staff wellbeing - YouTube

Video: Supporting staff wellbeing in early years settings - YouTube

Practitioner wellbeing in the early years | Anna Freud

Document: Practitioner Wellbeing in the Early Years from Anna Freud

Education Support

The building blocks of good mental wellbeing
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https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/support-for-practitioners/early-years-practitioner-wellbeing-support
https://campaignresources.dhsc.gov.uk/campaigns/school-zone/
https://campaignresources.dhsc.gov.uk/campaigns/school-zone/mental-wellbeing/
https://campaignresources.dhsc.gov.uk/campaigns/school-zone/mental-wellbeing/every-mind-matters-top-tips/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/resources-for-professionals/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/resources-for-professionals/expert-advice-and-guidance-videos-for-nursery-staff/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zlIeq3RQIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ddnz19sC1VA
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/resources-for-professionals/practitioner-wellbeing-in-the-early-years/
https://brandplatform.annafreud.org/share/9qYJzYfXfHEz1fdw1Hro/assets/2914
https://www.educationsupport.org.uk/resources/for-individuals/guides/the-building-blocks-of-good-mental-wellbeing/
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Chasing the Stigma / Hub of Hope

Mental Health Directory | Home | chasingthestigma

Mental Health Support | Resources

Mind Resources

Mental Health at Work a Guide for Small Businesses | mind_guide_for_small_businesses.pdf
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https://www.chasingthestigma.co.uk/
https://hubofhope.co.uk/resources
https://www.mind.org.uk/media/13754/mind_guide_for_small_businesses.pdf

