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Introduction  
 
Appendix 4 of the background paper on Local Centres follows on from the 
health check assessments undertaken by Nexus for the city, town and district 
centres, and the adopted local centres. A similar exercise has been undertaken 
in-house to produce Health Checks and draft Centre and Primary Shopping 
Area boundaries for 14 proposed new Local Centres, taking the same approach 
used for the adopted local centres. The underlying surveys and data are 
equivalent to the annual local centres monitoring.  
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Individual Centre Health Checks  
 

Centre:  Alcester Road, Kings Heath  

Description 
 

Alcester Road is a potential new Local Centre situated approximately 6.5 
kilometres (4 miles) to the south of Birmingham City Centre, on the A435 Alcester 
Road between the larger centres of Kings Heath and Maypole. 
 

Centre 
Composition  

 

 
No. of Units in 

Centre 
No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

26 0 (0%) 14 (60.87%) 4 (15.4%) 0 (0%) 8 (30.8%) 2 (7.7%) 

 
 

Uses Alcester Road local centre contains two convenience stores, several 
hairdressers, a DIY store and a public house. There is also a pet shop, florist, 
optician, beauty salon, carpet retailer, tattooist, two takeaways, bookmaker, 
dentist and veterinary surgery.  There are no bank branches but an ATM is 
available at Tesco Express. 
Reasonable rate of evening economy uses ï mainly food & drink, and a small 
amount of convenience retail. 
Low number of hot food takeaways. 
Convenience retail = 11.5% 
Comparison retail = 23.1% 
Service Sector = 65.4% 

Vacancies No vacant units. 

Environment   

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage None. 

Accessibility Frequent bus services: 
50 to/from city centre, Moseley and Kings Heath (<5min frequency). 
18 to/from Yardley Wood and Bartley Green (4 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, half 
hourly evenings and Sundays) 
No train services at present ï but a new service on the Camp Hill Line connecting 
Kings Norton and Birmingham New Street is now due to commence in late 2023. 
On street parking and off-street parking. 

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in good condition. 
No begging, graffiti or litter/fly tipping observed. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in good condition. 
Cycle provision moderate, pedestrian environment good. 

Recommendations   

Boundaries See below. 



Appendix 4: New Local Centres - Health Checks 
 

5 
 

OFFICIAL 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. 

Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch.   
Good local convenience provision. 
Good evening economy. 
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Centre:  Barnes Hill  
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Description 
 

Barnes Hill is a potential new Local Centre situated approximately 7 kilometres 
(4.5 miles) to the south-west of Birmingham City Centre. It is a mainly residential 
area, situated between Weoley Castle and Woodgate Valley. 
 

Centre 
Composition  

 

 
No. of Units in 

Centre 
No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

22 2 (0.9%) 14 (73.68%) 6 (20.68%) 0 (0%) 10 (34.48%) 1 (3.49%) 

 
 

Uses Barnes Hill has a large Asda superstore, together with established local shops, 
hairdressers, DIY stores and two filling stations. There is also a pet shop, beauty 
salon, carpet retailer, undertaker, one takeaway, KFC restaurant, bingo and 
working menôs clubs.  There are no bank branches but ATMs are available at 
Tesco Express and Asda. 
Reasonable rate of evening economy uses ï mainly food & drink, and a small 
amount of convenience retail. 
Low number of hot food takeaways. 
Convenience retail = 13.6% 
Comparison retail = 27.3% 
Service Sector = 54.5% 

Vacancies Low vacancy rate ï 9% compared to the average of 13.8%. 

Environment   

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage None. 

Accessibility Frequent bus services: 
76 to/from Solihull, Kings Heath and Northfield (3 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, half 
hourly Sun, half hourly evenings) 
39 to/from Woodgate and Longbridge (hourly Mon-Sat daytime, no service 
evenings or Sunday) 
No direct train services. Nearest stations Northfield and Selly Oak with 10min 
frequency to/from Birmingham. 
Mainly on-street parking. Extensive off-street parking at Asda. 

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in good condition. 
No begging, graffiti or litter/fly tipping observed. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in good condition. 
Cycle provision moderate, pedestrian environment good. 

Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. Small, but with wide influence due to Asda. 
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Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch.   
Good local convenience provision. 
Good evening economy. 
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Centre:  Curdale Road, Bartley Green  

Description 
 

Curdale Road Road Local Centre is situated approximately 9 kilometres (5.6 
miles) to the southwest of Birmingham City Centre. Curdale Road is an isolated 
centre in a large residential area. 

Centre Composition  

 
No. of Units in 

Centre 
No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

25 0 (0%) 18 (72%) 1 (4%) 1 (4%) 7 (17.14%) 3 (12%) 

 
 

Uses Curdale Road local centre contains four convenience stores (one of which has a 
Post Office Counter), three hairdressers a Dentist and a Pharmacy. There is also 
a florist, optician, beauty salons, tattooist and four takeaways. 
There are no bank branches, but the Post Office offers banking services, and an 
ATM is available in the centre. 
Reasonable rate of evening economy uses ï mainly food & drink, and a small 
amount of convenience retail. 
Low number of hot food takeaways, but at 12% the current percentage exceeds 
the 10% policy threshold, and it is unlikely that additional takeaways would 
receive planning permission. 
Convenience retail = 32% 
Comparison retail = 16% 
Service Sector = 48% 

Vacancies No vacant units. 

Environment  

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage None. 

Accessibility No bus services within the centre, but several routes serve Field Land 
immediately adjacent - within a 2 min walk: 
23 to/from city centre and Bartley Green (5/6 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, 3 per 
hour Sundays, half hourly evenings) 
X22 to/from city centre and Woodgate (3 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, half hourly 
evenings and Sundays) 
202 to/from Bromsgrove and Halesowen / Merry Hill (Hourly Service) 
No train services  

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in good condition. 
No begging, graffiti or litter/fly tipping observed, some street drinking. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in good condition. 
Cycle provision poor but in quiet residential area, pedestrian environment good. 

Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. 
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Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch.   
Good local convenience provision. 
Good evening economy. 
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Centre:  East Meadway, Tile Cross  

Description 
 

East Meadway Local Centre is situated approximately 14 kilometres (6 miles) to 
the East of Birmingham City Centre, on the East Meadway close to the boundary 
with Solihull. 

Centre Composition  

 
No. of Units in 

Centre 
No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

25 1 (4%) 12 (63.16%) 6 (24%) 0 (0%) 2 (8%) 3 (12%) 

 
 

Uses East Meadway local centre contains a Lidl Supermarket, Bingo Hall and two DIY / 
Builders Merchants. There is also a convenience store, pet shop, beauty salon, 
hairdresser, tattooist, three takeaways, bookmaker, pharmacist, and a funeral 
director.  There are no bank branches or Post Office, but an ATM is available at a 
local convenience store. 
Low rate of evening economy uses ï with the Lidl Supermarket and Bingo Hall  
Low number of hot food takeaways, but at 12% the current percentage exceeds 
the 10% policy threshold, and it is unlikely that additional takeaways would 
receive planning permission. 
Convenience retail = 12% 
Comparison retail = 20% 
Service Sector = 68% 

Vacancies Low vacancy rate ï 4% compared to the average of 13.8%. 

Environment  

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage Church of Our Lady Help of Christians, Grade II* Listed 

Accessibility Frequent bus services: 
97 to/from City Centre and Chelmsley Wood / Birmingham Business Park (10 per 
hour Mon-Sat daytime, 5 per hour Sundays, 4 per hour evenings) 
72 to/from Solihull and Chelmsley Wood (6 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, 3 per hour 
Sundays, half hourly evenings) 
14 to/from City Centre and Chelmsley Wood  (7/8 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, 4 
per hour Sundays, half hourly evenings) 
No train services. The nearest station is Lea Hall, with a half hourly service 
between Birmingham New Street and Birmingham International. 
On street and off street parking. 

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in good condition. 
No begging, graffiti or litter/fly tipping observed. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in good condition. 
Cycle provision poor, pedestrian environment good. 

Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. 
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Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch or Post Office.   
Good local convenience provision with a wide reach due to Lidl and the Diy / 
Builders Merchants and Bingo Hall  
Minimal evening economy. 
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Centre:  Green Lane / Blake Lane, Bordesley Green  

Description 
 

Green Lane / Blake Lane Local Centre is situated approximately 4 kilometres (2.5 
miles) to the East of Birmingham City Centre, on Green Lane at the junction with 
Blake Lane. 

Centre Composition  

 
No. of Units in 

Centre 
No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

45 5 (11.11%) 25 (65.91%) 0 (0%) 1 (2.22%) 9 (20%) 4 (8.89%) 

 
 

Uses Green Lane / Blake Lane local centre contains a Supermarket, two convenience 
stores, butcher, hairdressers, four takeaways, bookmaker, pharmacist, and 
several E(c) uses.  There are no bank branches or Post Office, but an ATM is 
available at a local convenience store. 
Good rate of evening economy uses ï mainly convenience and fast food  
Low number of hot food takeaways, but at 8.89% any addition would exceed the 
10% policy threshold, and it is unlikely that additional takeaways would receive 
planning permission  
Convenience retail = 13.33% 
Comparison retail = 31.11% 
Service Sector = 37.78% 

Vacancies Good vacancy rate ï 11.11% compared to the average of 13.8%. 

Environment  

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage None 

Accessibility Frequent bus services: 
17 to/from City Centre and Tile Cross, (6 buses per hour daytime, 3 per hour 
evenings and 2-3 per hour on Sundays). 
No train services. 
On street parking. 

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in moderate condition. 
Graffiti and litter/fly tipping observed. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in poor condition. 
Cycle provision poor, pedestrian environment poor. 

Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. 

Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch or Post Office.   
Good local convenience provision  
Good evening economy. 
Although run down, the centre appears busy serving local needs. 
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Centre:  Grove Lane Handsworth  

Description 
 

Grove Lane Handsworth Local Centre is situated approximately 3.5 kilometres (2.2 
miles) to the Northwest of Birmingham City Centre, on Grove Lane between Mostyn 
Road and Douglas Road. 

Centre Composition  

 
No. of Units in 

Centre 
No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

32 2 (6.25%) 19 (70%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 3 (9.38%) 2 (6.25%) 

 
 

Uses Grove Lane Handsworth local centre contains three convenience stores, a 
butcher, hairdressers, two takeaways, a pharmacist, and several E(c) uses.  
There are no bank branches or Post Office, but an ATM is available at a local 
convenience store. 
Low rate of evening economy uses ï off licence and fast food  
Low number of hot food takeaways. 
Convenience retail = 15.63% 
Comparison retail = 3.12% 
Service Sector = 75% 

Vacancies Low vacancy rate ï 6.25% compared to the average of 13.8%. 

Environment  

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage Church of St. Peter Grade II Listed 

Accessibility Frequent bus services: 
101 to/from City Centre and the Leveretts (Adj Oxhill Road & Handsworth Cemetery) 

via Winson Green (5 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, 4 per hour Sundays, half hourly 
evenings). 
No train services. 
Limited on-street parking. 

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in moderate condition. 
Graffiti observed. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in moderate condition. 
Cycle provision poor, pedestrian environment moderate. 

Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. 

Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch or Post Office.   
Good local convenience provision  
Poor evening economy. 
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Centre:  Hagley Road West  

Description 
 

Hagley Road West is a potential new small local centre situated on the city 
boundary at the junction of the A456 Hagley Road and Wolverhampton Road.  It 
is approximately 6.5 kilometres (4 miles) to the west of Birmingham City Centre. 
 
Part of the nominal extent of the centre is in Sandwell Borough. 
 
This health check refers to the Birmingham part of the local centre. Statistics are 
also included for the whole centre for comparative purposes. 
 

Centre Composition  

 
No. of Units in 
Whole Centre 

No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

42 4 (4.76%) N/A 6 (13.33%) 1 (2.22%) 20 (47.62%) 4 (9.52%) 

 
No. of Units in 
Birmingham 

part of Centre 

No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

29 1 (3.45%) 11 (46.15%) 5 (17.24%) 1 (3.45%) 13 (33.33%) 2 (6.9%) 
 

Uses Hagley Road West is a largely linear centre lying to the south of the A456 within 
Birmingham, with some additional units to the north within Sandwell Borough. It 
contains established local shops including a Co-op convenience store, several 
hairdressers, various financial and professional services, newsagent, off licence, 
doctor, vet, launderette, restaurant and two public houses. There is also a pet 
shop, beauty salon, carpet retailer, undertaker, and two takeaways.  There are no 
bank branches but and ATM is available in The Amber Tavern, and nearby at 
Court Oak Road Post Office 
There is a fairly high rate of evening economy uses ï mainly food & drink, and a 
small amount of convenience retail. 
Low relative number of hot food takeaways ï 2 within Birmingham, representing 
almost 7% of units. Any addition would exceed the 10% policy threshold, and it is 
unlikely that additional takeaways will receive planning permission. 
Convenience retail = 10.35% (whole centre 7.14%) 
Comparison retail = 13.8% (whole centre 11.9%) 
Service Sector = 72.4% (whole centre 78.6%) 

Vacancies Low vacancy rate ï 3.45% compared to the average of 13.8%. 

Environment  

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage None. 

Accessibility Frequent bus services: 
9 to/from Birmingham and Stourbridge (6 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, 3 per hour 
evenings and Sundays) 
X8 to/from Birmingham and Wolverhampton (half hourly Mon-Sat daytime, hourly 
evenings and half hourly Sundays) 
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X10 to/from Birmingham and Gornal Wood (2-3 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, hourly 
evenings and half hourly Sundays) 
No direct train services. Nearest stations Rowley Regis and Langley with 3 trains 
per hour to/from Birmingham and Kidderminster/Worcester. 
Mainly off-street parking.  

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in good condition. 
No begging, graffiti or litter/fly tipping observed. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in good condition. 
Cycle provision moderate, pedestrian environment good. 

Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. 

Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch.   
Good local convenience provision. 
Good evening economy. 
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Centre:  Hamstead  

Description 
 

Hamstead is a potential new small local centre situated on the city boundary just 
south of the junction of Hamstead Road and Old Walsall Road (on the B4124).  It 
is approximately 6 kilometres (3.7 miles) to the Northwest of Birmingham City 
Centre. 
 
Part of the nominal extent of the centre is in Sandwell Borough. 
 
This health check refers to the Birmingham part of the local centre. Statistics are 
also included for the whole centre for comparative purposes. 
 

Centre Composition  

 
No. of Units in 
Whole Centre 

No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

40 2 (5%) N/A 5 (12.5%) 1 (2.5%) 18 (45%) 7 (17.5%) 

 
No. of Units in 
Birmingham 

part of Centre 

No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

24 2 (8.33%) 11 (56.52%) 3 (12.5%) 1 (4.1%) 10 (41.67%) 3 (12.5%) 
 

Uses Hamstead is a largely linear centre lying to the east of the B4124 within 
Birmingham, with a similar number of units to the west within Sandwell Borough. It 
contains established local shops including a Spar convenience store, several 
hairdressers, various financial and professional services, restaurant and a public 
house. There is also a beauty salon, butcher, undertaker, and three takeaways.  
There are no bank branches but an ATM is available the Post Office 
There is a high rate of evening economy uses ï mainly food & drink, and a small 
amount of convenience retail. 
Low relative number of hot food takeaways ï 3 within Birmingham, representing 
12% of units. This exceeds the 10% policy threshold, and it is unlikely that 
additional takeaways will receive planning permission. 
Convenience retail = 12.5% (whole centre 12.5%) 
Comparison retail = 12.5% (whole centre 10%) 
Service Sector = 66.67% (whole centre 70%) 

Vacancies Low vacancy rate ï 8.33% compared to the average of 13.8%. 

Environment  

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage None. 

Accessibility Frequent bus services: 
16 to/from Birmingham and Newton / Great Barr (6 per hour) 
16a to/from Birmingham and West Bromwich (3 per hour) 
54 (Diamond Bus) to/from Perry Barr (half hourly) 
61 to/from West Bromwich Perry Barr (Hourly Mon to Sat) 
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Half hourly train services to/from Birmingham - Rugeley Trent Valley (Via Walsall 
& Cannock) (Hourly on Sundays) 
Mainly on-street parking.  

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in good condition. 
No begging litter/fly tipping observed. Some graffiti 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in good condition. 
Cycle provision poor, pedestrian environment good. 

Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. 

Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch.   
Good local convenience provision. (Very good with Lidl in Sandwell) 
Good evening economy.  
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Centre:  Handsworth Wood  

Description 
 

Handsworth Wood is a potential new Local Centre situated approximately 5 
kilometres (3 miles) to the north-west of Birmingham City Centre, on the A4040 
Outer Circle at the junction with Grove Lane and College Road. 
 

Centre Composition  

 
No. of Units in 

Centre 
No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

33 0 (0%) 17 (56.67%) 2 (6%) 0 (0%) 13 (39.39%) 6 (18.18%) 

 
 

Uses Handsworth Wood has an established cluster of local shops including several 
convenience stores/independent supermarkets, hairdressers, DIY store and Post 
Office. There are also solicitors, a nursery, bookmaker, beauty salon, public house 
and several food outlets and takeaways.  There are no bank branches but an 
ATM is available at the Post Office. 
Reasonable rate of evening economy uses ï mainly food & drink, and a small 
amount of convenience retail. 
Low number of hot food takeaways. 
Convenience retail = 24.24% 
Comparison retail = 9.09% 
Service Sector = 63.64% 

Vacancies No vacant units, compared to the average of 13.8%. 

Environment  

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage None. 

Accessibility Frequent bus services: 
11A/11C Outer Circle (every 10 minutes at peak times, 20min/half hourly evenings 
and 4 per hour on Sundays) 
54 to/from Hamstead and Perry Barr via Handsworth Wood (half hourly Mon-Sat 
daytime and evenings, hourly on Sunday) 
61 to/from West Bromwich and Perry Barr via Handsworth Wood (hourly Mon-Sat 
daytime, no service evenings or Sunday) 
101 to/from the City Centre and Handsworth (5 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, half 
hourly evenings and 3-4 per hour on Sundays) 
No direct train services. Nearest stations are Perry Barr with 2 trains per hour 
to/from Wolverhampton and Walsall via Birmingham New Street, and The 
Hawthorns with 4 trains per hour to from Worcester/Kidderminster and Whitlocks 
End/Stratford via Birmingham Snow Hill. 
Mainly on-street parking with limited frontage parking. 

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in moderate condition. 
No begging, graffiti or litter/fly tipping observed. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in moderate condition. 
Cycle provision and pedestrian environment are moderate. 
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Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. 

Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch.   
Good local convenience provision. 
Good evening economy. 
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Centre:  Raddlebarn Road, Bournbrook & Selly Park  

Description 
 

Raddlebarn Road Local Centre is situated approximately 5.2 kilometres (2.2 miles) 
to the South of Birmingham City Centre, on Raddlebarn Road between the 
Worcester & Birmingham Canal and Tiverton Road 

Centre Composition  

 
No. of Units in 

Centre 
No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

31 1 (3.23%) 16 (54.84%) 1 (3.22%) 1 (3.22%) 6 (19.34%) 3 (9.66%) 

 
 

Uses Raddlebarn Road local centre contains two convenience stores, three 
hairdressers, three takeaways, a pharmacist, a dentist, a public house and several 
restaurants and cafes.  There are no bank branches or Post Office, but an ATM is 
available at a local convenience store. 
Good rate of evening economy uses ï Convenience stores, Public House 
Restaurants and takeaways  
Low number of hot food takeaways, but at 9.66% any addition would exceed the 
10% policy threshold, and it is unlikely that additional takeaways would receive 
planning permission. 
Convenience retail = 6.44% 
Comparison retail = 25.8% 
Service Sector = 64.52% 

Vacancies Low vacancy rate ï 3.23% compared to the average of 13.8%. 

Environment  

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage None 

Accessibility No direct bus services: 
76 to/from Solihull and Northfield runs to the north of the centre down Woodside 
Road (20min frequency). 
55 (Kevôs Coaches) to/from Quinton & Longbridge (indirect route) runs down 
Umberslade Road and Raddlebarn Road to the south (hourly service, not Sunday 
or BH) 
No train services. Selly Oak Station on the Cross City Line is nearby (Bromsgrove 
/ Redditch to Lichfield) Every 15 mins at peak times and every 30 mins otherwise). 

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in good condition. 
No littering/fly tipping or graffiti observed. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in good condition. 
Cycle provision poor, pedestrian environment good. 

Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. 

Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch or Post Office.   
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Good local convenience provision  
Good evening economy. 
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Centre:  Six Ways, Aston  

Description 
 

Six Ways is a potential new Local Centre situated approximately 2 kilometres (1.2 
miles) to the north of Birmingham City Centre, on the eastern side of the A34 
Walsall Road.  It is close to Lozells Local Centre, which stretches westward on the 
opposite side of the A34. 
 

Centre Composition  

 
No. of Units in 

Centre 
No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

26 4 (15.38%) 15 (73.08%) 1 (3.85%) 0 (0%) 8 (30.77%) 1 (3.85%) 

 
 

Uses Six Ways is closely related to Lozells local centre, but physically separated by the 
A34 Walsall Road, which has multiple lanes and an underpass at this point. The 
centre comprises several independent convenience stores, pharmacy, optician, 
hairdresser, builders merchant, DIY and fitted furniture retailer.  There are also 
cafes, dentist, estate agent, various religious places of worship, and one 
takeaway.  There are no bank branches but ATMs are available nearby. 
Reasonable rate of evening economy uses ï mainly food & drink, and a small 
amount of convenience retail. 
Low number of hot food takeaways (1). 
Convenience retail = 15.38% 
Comparison retail = 34.62% 
Service Sector = 42.31% 

Vacancies High vacancy rate ï 15.4% compared to the average of 13.8%. 

Environment  

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage Christ Church Baptist Chapel - Listed Grade II 
Aston Park 

Accessibility Frequent bus services: 
7 to/from city centre and Perry Common (5-6 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, 4 per 
hour Sun, half hourly evenings) 
33 to/from city centre and Pheasey (5 per hour daytime Mon-Sat, half hourly 
evenings and 4 per hour Sundays) 
51 to/from Walsall and Birmingham (10 min frequency Mon-Sat daytime, 4 per 
hour Sundays, half hourly evenings) 
No direct train services.  
Mainly on-street parking.  

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in good condition. 
No begging or graffiti observed. 
Litter and fly tipping observed. 
Pavement parking observed. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in moderate condition. 
Cycle provision poor, pedestrian environment moderate. 
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Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre.  

Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch.   
Good local convenience provision. 
Good evening economy. 
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Centre:  Stoney Lane, Sparkbrook & Balsall Heath East  

Description 
 

Stoney Lane is a potential new Local Centre situated approximately 6.4 kilometres 
(4 miles) to the East of Birmingham City Centre, on Stoney Lane which lies 
between the larger centres of Ladypool Road and Stratford Road, the three 
centres form the area known as the Balti Triangle. 
 

Centre Composition  

 
No. of Units in 

Centre 
No. of Vacant 
Units and % 

Rate 

No. of Class 
E(a) Retail 

Units and % 
Rate in draft 

PSA 

No. of National 
Multiple 

Retailers and % 
Rate 

No. of Charity 
Shops and % 

Rate 

No. of Evening 
Economy 

Uses and % 
Rate 

No. of Hot Food 
Takeaways and 

% Rate 

30 4 (13.33%) 14 (62.07%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 8 (26.67%) 1 (3.33%) 
 

Uses Stoney Lane local centre contains two convenience stores, three hairdressers, 
and four restaurants. There is also a butcher, household goods stores, one 
takeaway, bookmaker, and several financial / professional services.  
There are no bank branches, Post Office or ATM  
Good rate of evening economy uses ï mainly food & drink, and a small amount of 
convenience retail. 
Low number of hot food takeaways. 
Convenience retail = 16.67% 
Comparison retail = 20% 
Service Sector = 46.67% 

Vacancies Vacancy rate just below average ï 13.33% (National average 13.8%.) 

Environment  

Opportunity Sites None 

Heritage None. 

Accessibility Frequent bus services: 
2 to/from City Centre and Maypole, and  
3 to/from City Centre and Yardley Wood (combined 6 per hour Mon-Sat daytime, 
4 per hour evenings & Sundays) 
No train services.  
On street parking and off-street parking. 

Perception of 
Safety 

Lighting and street furniture are in moderate condition. 
Some graffiti and litter/fly tipping observed. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Pavements and open spaces in good condition. 
Cycle provision poor, pedestrian environment poor. 

Recommendations  

Boundaries See below. 

Hierarchy Designate as new Local Centre. 

Conclusions Vitality & viability are stable, although no bank branch.   
Good local convenience provision. 
Good evening economy ï part of Balti Triangle 
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