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Background information - New Centre designations 
 
The Network and Hierarchy of centres has remained broadly the same for almost 20 
years, since the 2005 Local Centres Strategy. Minor changes occurred through the 
Shopping and Local Centres SPD in 2012 and the Birmingham Development Plan (BDP) 
in 2017.  Over time, some centres have increased in size and importance, and others have 
diminished. There are also some that have never been included in the hierarchy. 
 
To provide robust and up-to-date baseline information for the Birmingham Local Plan, the 
annual local centres monitoring full resurvey work in 2022 included full resurveys of all 73 
local centres. This enabled health checks to be produced, meeting the requirements of the 
NPPF.   
 
Nexus made recommendations for the hierarchy in the RLNA, building on the surveys and 
health checks completed as part of that work for the city centre, Sutton Coldfield and the 
District Centres.  To complete a full assessment of all centres in the hierarchy, we also 
applied that approach to Local Centres. 
 
In the light of the Nexus recommendations, we added more detailed definitions to the 
hierarchy layers, based on the 2022 survey data. The revised hierarchy is proposed in 
Policy EC5. Having defined the hierarchy and definitions, we assessed each adopted 
Centre and Primary Shopping Area boundary accordingly. This resulted in several 
proposed changes to hierarchy positions among the existing centres, and revealed the 
need to adjust many boundaries.  These changes are set out in Appendix 5. 
 
As part of that process, we also compiled a list of over 50 locations which had potential for 
designation as additional centres within the hierarchy, and assessed them against the 
proposed new hierarchy criteria.   
 
Each assessment initially used Google Maps to identify the commercial units in the 
potential centre, and whether it met the criteria as a Local Centre. Fourteen locations were 
considered to meet the criteria, and further detailed work was carried out on those 
following the same process as annual monitoring for existing centres – compiling GIS data 
on each unit and mapping new boundaries. This enabled use calculations, boundaries and 
health checks to be produced (See Appendix 4).  
 
The proposed new Local Centres are: 
 
Alcester Road, Kings Heath 
Barnes Hill 
Curdale Road, Bartley Green 
East Meadway 
Green Lane (Blake Lane) 
Grove Lane, Handsworth 
Hagley Road West 
Hamstead 
Handsworth Wood 
Raddlebarn Road 
Six Ways, Aston 
Stoney Lane 
Tower Hill 
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Warren Road 
 
The remaining locations were mainly found to be too small to be designated as Local 
Centres, but would be typical examples of Neighbourhood Centres. No boundary 
definitions, additional detailed survey work or health checks have been carried out in these 
cases. Some out-of-centre retail locations are recognised, but are not included in the 
centres hierarchy in accordance with the NPPF. 
 
The list of locations, considerations and decisions is shown in Table A1 below: 
 

Lidl - Old Walsall Road, Handsworth Wood  

Asda Superstore - Coventry Road, Small Heath 

Asda Supermarket – the Meadway, Garretts Green  

Lidl – Mackadown Lane, Glebe Farm and Tile Cross  

Aldi – Redditch Road/ Tunnel Lane (3 Estates) 

 
Minworth Asda Supercentre, B&M , Wickes 

Star City 

Fort Shopping Centre 

Heybarnes Retail Park 

Stechford Retail Park 

Ridgeacre Road/ Lane, Quinton 

Spring Hill, Jewellery Quarter 

Great Park 

Table A1: Potential New Centres Considered 
 

Name Location Considerations Decision 

Lidl Old Walsall Road, 
Handsworth Wood 

Supermarket 
and other shops 

New Local 
Centre – 
Hamstead. Part 
outside 
Birmingham. 

Asda Coventry Road, Small 
Heath 

Supermarket Included in 
extended Hay 
Mills centre 
boundary 

Asda  Meadway, Garretts Green Supermarket Not a centre. 

Lidl and other shops Mackadown Lane, Glebe 
Farm/Tile Cross 

Supermarket 
and 20+ local 
shops 

New local centre 
- East Meadway 

Aldi Redditch Road/Tunnel 
Lane, Kings Norton 

Supermarket Out of Centre 
Retail – not in 
the hierarchy 
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Minworth Asda 
Supercentre, B&M, 
Wickes 

Minworth Supermarket 
and other shops 

Out of Centre 
Retail – not in 
the hierarchy 

Star City Star City, Erdington Leisure and 
food/drink. 

Out of Centre 
Leisure – not in 
the hierarchy 

Fort Shopping 
Centre 

Fort Shopping Centre Retail Park Out of Centre 
Retail – not in 
the hierarchy 

Heybarnes Retail 
Park 

Coventry Road, Hay Mills Retail Park Include in 
extended Hay 
Mills centre 
boundary 

Stechford Retail 
Park 

Stechford Retail Park Include in 
extended 
Stechford centre 
boundary 

Tesco & other 
shops 

Ridgeacre Road/Lane, 
Quinton 

Tesco 
superstore and 
other shops 

Out of Centre 
Retail – not in 
the hierarchy 

Tesco & other 
shops 

Spring Hill, Jewellery 
Quarter 

Tesco 
superstore and a 
few new units 
associated with 
the store when it 
was built 

Out of Centre 
Retail – not in 
the hierarchy 

Birmingham Great 
Park 

Bristol Road South, 
Rubery 

Morrisons, 
Cinema, Hotel 
restaurants / 
leisure uses, 
community 
centre 

Out of Centre 
Retail – not in 
the hierarchy 

Warren Road Hawthorn Road - 200m 
south-east of Hawthorn 
Road Local Centre 

30+ units in 
three blocks 
alternating sides 
between 88 and 
150 Hawthorn 
Road 

New Local 
Centre 

Green Lane / Blake 
Lane 

Green Lane, Second 
Avenue to Blake Lane - 
200m east of Green Lane 
Local Centre 

36 units over 
500m, 26 in a 
cluster between 
546 Green Lane 
& Blake Lane  

New Local 
Centre 

Barnes Hill Barnes Hill, Bartley Green Asda superstore 
and several local 
shops 

New Local 
Centre 

Handsworth Wood College Road/ Grove 
Lane, Handsworth Wood 

Over 50 local 
shops including 
post office, 
hardware stores 

New Local 
Centre 
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Hagley Road West Junction of Hagley Road 
West & Wolverhampton 
Road, Quinton (only partly 
in Birmingham) 

Approx 30 units 
including a Co-
op food store, 
Pets at Home, 
American Golf, 
Barnado’s, plus 
2x pubs, 2x 
restaurants, 
gym, McDonalds 
etc. 

New Local 
Centre 

Quinton Lane Hagley Road West, 
Quinton (only partly in 
Birmingham) 

Approx 35 units 
plus PFS and 
pub (only 4 units 
in Birmingham; 
PFS, Pub +2) 

Additional 
information to 
existing Quinton 
Local Centre 

East Meadway East Meadway, 
Mackadown Lane 

Approx 20 Local 
shops, Lidl, 2 
PoW, Bingo Hall 
& Electrical / 
builders 
merchants 

New Local 
Centre 

Court Oak Road Wolverhampton 
Road/Court Oak Road 

Co-op foodstore, 
several shops 
and post office 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Curdale Road Curdale Road, Bartley 
Green 

Around 30 units 
with flats above. 
post office and 
convenience 
store. 

New Local 
Centre 

Alcester Road 
(Kings Heath) 

Alcester Road between 
Woodthorpe Road and 
Wynfields Gardens 

Around 25 units, 
4 of which are 
recently built. 

New Local 
Centre 

Haunch Lane Haunch Lane/Hollybank 
Road junction, Billesley 

Around 20 local 
shops including 
post office 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Sutton Four Oaks Walsall Road/Four Oaks 
Common Road 

Tesco Express, 
Sainsbury’s 
Local, Boots and 
other shops 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Thornbridge Avenue Thornbridge Ave / 
Longstone Road 

Around 20 local 
shops including 
post office, 
Greggs, 
convenience 
store and Public 
House 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 
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Tower Hill A34 Walsall Rd / Dyas Ave Around 25 local 
shops post 
office, public 
house, large 
restaurant 
Library and Co-
op 

New Local 
Centre 

Stoney Lane Stoney Lane (Balti 
Triangle) Colville Road to 
Newton Road 

Around 30 units 
incl. restaurants, 
convenience 
store, school car 
park 

New Local 
Centre 

Reddicap Reddicap Heath Road/ 
Hollyfield Road 

Co-op food store 
and several local 
shops, 
restaurant 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Coopers Road Coopers Road, 
Handsworth Wood 

10-15 shops 
including 
chemist, dry 
cleaners, two 
convenience 
stores. Some 
converted to 
residential. 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Six Ways Aston Birchfield Road, Lozells 
(between Mansfield Road 
and Witton Road) 

Approx 20 local 
shops including 
a Costcutter. 
Close to Lozells 
Local Centre. 

New Local 
Centre 

Highfield Road Junction of Robin Hood 
Lane & Highfield Road 

15+ in two areas 
around junction 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Raddlebarn Road Raddlebarn Road between 
Raddlebarn Farm Road 
and Warwards Lane 

20+ two 
convenience 
stores, several 
restaurants 

New Local 
Centre 

Richmond Richmond Road/Bordesley 
Green Road, Yardley West 

A collection of 
around 15 shops 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

The Fold The Fold, Kings Norton About 12 units 
laid out a small 
centre with flats 
above 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Broadstone Road Broadstone 
Road/Partridge Road, 
Yardley East 

A group of about 
10 shops close 
to the Meadway 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Garratts Green 
Lane 

Garretts Green Lane, 
Yardley East 

About 15 shops Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Fountain Road Hagley Road, North 
Edgbaston 

10 shops and 
Tesco Express 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Grove Lane, 
Harborne 

Grove Lane, Harborne Around 10 units 
and community 
hall 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 
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Weymoor Northfield Road, Harborne Around 10 units 
and post office 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Hillwood Road Hillwood Road, Bartley 
Green 

Around 15 units Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Merritt's Brook Merritt’s Brook Lane, 
Bartley Green 

Around 10 units Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Woodthorpe Woodthorpe Road/ 
Brandwood Road, 
Brandwood 

Around 10 units Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Yardley Wood 
Road, Billesley 

Yardley Wood Road/Brook 
Lane junction, Billesley 

Around 15 units  Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Baldwins Lane Baldwins Lane, Hall Green 
South 

Around 15 shops 
including 
convenience 
stores and post 
office  

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Shenley Green Shenley Green Shopping 
Centre, Shenley Lane 

Around 10 units 
purposely laid 
out a small local 
centre  

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Grove Lane, 
Handsworth 

Grove Lane, Handsworth  25 units serving 
local needs 
close to Soho 
Road 

New Local 
Centre 

Tile Cross Bell Lane / Tile Cross 
Road 

17 units incl. 
dentist and 
pharmacy 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Aldridge Road Dyas Road/Aldridge Road 10 Local shops 
& services, 
dentist 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Bristol Road South - 
Tessall Lane 

Bristol Road South/Tessall 
Lane 

12 local shops & 
services 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Bristol Road South -
Chelston Road 

Bristol Road 
South/Chelston Road 

24 Local Shops 
& services 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Bristol Road South - 
West Park Avenue 

Bristol Road South/West 
Park Avenue 

6 local shops Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Church Hill, 
Northfield 

South of Northfield Station Co-op Local, 15+ 
shops, PFS 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

Castle Vale High 
Street 

Centre of Estate 12 local shops & 
Library 

Neighbourhood 
centre (example) 

 


