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THE SHAKESPEARE
COLLECTION TRAIL

THIS TRAIL TELLS THE STORY OF THE
LIBRARY OF BIRMINGHAM'S SHAKESPEARE
COLLECTION — THE FIRST GREAT
SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY IN THE WORLD —
AND THE PEOPLE AND CITY THAT MADE IT.

USE THE QUESTIONS WITHIN THIS GUIDE AND
ON THE PANELS LOCATED AROUND THE LIBRARY
T0 HELP YOU FIND OUT ABOUT SOME OF THE
100,000 ITEMS THAT ARE IN THE COLLECTION.

Starting in the Children's and Music libraries on the
lower ground floor, can you find all the panels (there
are 12 in total) and reach the Shakespeare Memorial
Room at the top of this building?

The images on the reverse of this guide match the
panels so you can tick them off as you go along.

Once you have completed the trail then return to the
Children's Library to collect your prize.
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Family friendly editions of Shakespeare's plays have
been produced for the last 300 years. The Shakespeare
Collection has many of these editions, as well as modern
retellings written and illustrated by young writers, along
with graphic novels.

What's your favourite children’'s book?

The Shakespeare Collection includes at least 2,000 musical
scores. One of the treasures is the score for the music that
was performed at the first great Shakespeare celebration
which took place in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1769.

Did you know that The Lion King musical was inspired by
Shakespeare's Hamlet?

Shakespeare's First Folio is over 400 years old! Published
in 1623, the Folio features many of his best known plays
including Macbeth, Twelfth Night and The Tempest. Our
copy is unique as it was bought for Birmingham's public
library as part of a vision of culture for all.

What book, film or other piece of art would you want
Birmingham to own and why?

There are around 100 different languages included in the
Shakespeare Collection, including Arabic, Urdu, German,
Yiddish, Xhosa, Spanish and more, as well as Braille. There
is even a copy of Hamlet translated into the fictional
language of Klingon.

Have you ever read or heard Shakespeare in a language
that wasn't English?

The Shakespeare Collection includes thousands of
photographs and posters, capturing theatre, film, and
television performances from around the world. There are
also 10,000 playbills dating from the late 18th century
onwards, including some advertising performances by
Ira Aldridge, an African American actor who played the lead
role in Othello. He was often called the ‘African Roscius'.
This was a theatrical name that signified great dramatic
ability.

Would you like to act on stage or in a film?

George Dawson was a lecturer, preacher and activist who
felt that a library for all was a better way of celebrating
Shakespeare than a statue. He helped establish the
Shakespeare Memoirial Library (how the Shakespeare
Collection was first referred to), which opened in 1864.

Many of Dawson's speeches would have been lost were it
not for his colleague and friend Marie Beauclerc. She used
shorthand to document Dawson'’s lectures.

Is there anyone doing good things in Birmingham that
you think should be remembered? It could be someone
famous, or someone you know.

Over the centuries, many artists have responded in
different ways to Shakespeare's plays. In the Shakespeare
Collection there are copies of beautifully illustrated
editions produced by the Birmingham School of Printing
including Hamlet.

What book, music, film, or play inspires you?

Congratulations, you've made it to the Shakespeare
Memorial Room, the final stop on the trail.

This was the original home of the Shakespeare Collection
but itisn't stored in this room anymore. It is kept in a
special area in the library where it can be protected from
light and heat.

This is the second Shakespeare Memorial Room, the first
opened in 1868 but was destroyed by a fire in 1879. John
Henry Chamberlain, who designed the room, believed that
beautiful buildings could inspire Birmingham's citizens.

Note the natural features around the room. How many
different flowers can you count? Does the room make
you feel inspired?
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Discover more about the Shakespeare Collection at the
Library of Birmingham

Please visit our website www.birmingham.gov.uk/
ShakespeareCollection

The Shakespeare Collection is part of Birmingham Archives
and Collections at the Library of Birmingham,
to find out more

birmingham.gov.uk/archives
o @ThelronRoom
@ @birmingham_archives

birmingham.gov.uk/libraries
o @LibraryofBham
© @the_library_of_birmingham

UNIVERSITYOF @4 | Birmingham i
@ BIRMINGHAM ‘ _ City Council Wcmqﬂﬂ_.._.nmmm

THE LIBRARY OF BIRMINGHAM gm<m.mP<wOU«




Mx. WILLIAM

HAKESPEARES

COMEDIES
me,ofmw & Act 1. Scene
TRAGEDIES.

Publifhed according to the True Originall Copies.

N Sy
O N
QU H wom=a

@/ B

THEATRE ROYAL, BIRMINGHAM.
The Last Weelk but One

OF THE SEASON,

et

e e ANE =
70eD o B
; o didlialiing oAl 1y \\\\)
T T O J | . N S

v @ HAKE SPEARE /(«\\ SECOND APPEARANCE OF THE CELEBRATED

V2 \MM\V\\Q\V\\«_\\\(N\ N\\/w\\\\m%\\\\w\\\ ! iskce , die Pri fr ] E ; :
A J /,\A%\_u_‘:?.\ - X ; : : i But, fince hé cannor 3 £ . !g
: W\?\N\\&\\\ 7S \\\\\\\\%\\\x\ iz : Noten s ishirby o . s
Ham. Speak; I am bound to hear.

= 4 7 i v
Lo e o Nt lomtbood. \\\ “\\\\\\\m\\v\ wntoon . m
Ghost So art thou to revenge, when thou shalt hear.

The Mufic Compofed by ~
Ham What? 8 =
thy father’s spirit; |
'} ] ’d for a certain term to walk the night, g |
for the day confined to fast in fires, g N

NG AN RIS & ALL DEM)
R, Aealcdidley. L ANDS UPON THE THEATRE ARE REQUESTED TO BE SENT IN IMMEDIAT:
ELY.

O "o Apwe s o

om may bedad
Leons.  JUBILERisues Cotlions ot
ConmnDanees.

LONGMAN

H
13

Must render up myself.

Ham. Alas, poor ghost!

Ghost Pity me not, but lend thy serious hearing
To what I shall unfold.
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