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Summary  

The Indices of Deprivation (IOD) 2019 are the 
Governmentôs official measure of deprivation for English 
local authorities and neighbourhoods. The 2019 data was 
released in September 2019 by the Ministry for Housing 
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG).  The IOD 
includes the headline Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 
as well as indices covering income deprivation for young 
people and for older people.   

This report provides analysis of the 2019 findings including: 

¶ Deprivation at a city level comparing Birmingham's 
performance with other areas in the region and the 
English Core Cities. 

¶ Birminghamôs performance in relation to the IMD sub 
domains. 

¶ Deprivation within the city focussing on relative levels of 
deprivation at a neighbourhood and Deprivation within 
the city focussing on relative levels of deprivation at a 
neighbourhood and ward level. 

The Index of Multiple Deprivation  

The IMD is based on 39 separate indicators, organised 
across seven sub domains of deprivation which are 
combined and weighted to calculate the Index of 
Multiple Deprivation 2019 as shown in the infographic 
opposite. 

This is an overall measure of multiple deprivation 
experienced by people living in an area and is 
calculated for every Lower Super Output Area (LSOA), 
or neighbourhood, in England. All neighbourhoods in 
England are then ranked according to their level of 
deprivation relative to that of other areas. LSOAs or 
neighbourhoods are ranked from 1 the most deprived 
in the country to 32,844 the least deprived area. Areas 
that are ranked in the most deprived 10% of areas 
nationally are classed as highly deprived.  
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Key Findings - 2019 IMD 

¶ Birmingham suffers from high levels of deprivation, with 
43% of the population living in LSOAs in the 10% most 
deprived in England, and 51% of children (under 16s) 
living in the 10% most deprived areas.  

¶ Using the rank of average screes measure Birmingham is 
ranked the 7th most deprived local authority in England.  

¶ The city is also the most deprived authority in the West 
Midlands Metropolitan area. 

¶ Birmingham is ranked the third most deprived English Core 
City after Liverpool and Manchester. 

¶ While there are pockets of deprivation in all parts of the 
city, deprivation is most heavily clustered in the area 
surrounding the city centre. 

¶ Hodge Hill is the most deprived constituency in the city; 
Sparkbrook & Balsall Heath East, Bordesley Green and 
Lozells are the top 3 most deprived wards.  Sutton 
Coldfield is the least deprived part of the city wit 7 of the 8 
Sutton wards ranked as the city's least deprived wards. 

Change Between 2015 & 2019 IMD 

When looking at change between the 2015 and 2019 IMD 
caution must be used due to changes in methodology and 
indicators used. Whilst real change in deprivation over time 
cannot be identified, changes in the pattern of relative 
deprivation can be tracked.  

¶ Birminghamôs relative IMD rank has remained unchanged 
between 2015 and 2019 at 7th  most deprived LA area. 

¶ The proportion of the population locally living in the 10% 
most deprived areas nationally has increased from 40% in 
2015 to 43% in 2019. 

¶ The % of neighbourhoods (LSOAs) in the city that are 
ranked in the 10% most deprived nationally has increased 
marginally from 40% in 2015 to o41% in 2019.  
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Deprivation in the West Midlands  

There are relatively high levels of deprivation across the West Midlands Met 
area. On the rank of average score measure Birmingham is the 7th most 
deprived local authority out of Englandôs 317 authorities. Sandwell (12th), 
Wolverhampton (24th) and Walsall (25th) are all within the 10% most 
deprived local authority areas in the country. The least deprived area locally is 
Solihull (171st) which makes it the only Met area with a below average 
ranking for deprivation. Solihull is in the 54th percentile compared to 
Birmingham for example which is in the 2nd percentile (within the top 3% of 
deprived local authority areas).  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Population in Most Deprived Areas 

If we look at the proportion of the local population in each Met area that live 
in the 10% most deprived neighbourhoods (LSOAs) nationally we can see the 
extent of deprivation as experienced by the local population. Birmingham has 
the highest share of residents living in the most deprived areas with 43% of 
people living in areas that are ranked in the 10% most deprived areas 
nationally. This equates to nearly half a million (490,800) of the cityôs 
residents living in the most deprived areas; 132,500 children live in these 

areas of the city. 
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Table 1: IMD 2019 West Midlands LAs Ranked  

  Area 
IMD Average 
Rank  

% of SOAs 
in 10% Most 
Deprived 
Areas 

Change from 2015 
IMD 

Rank 
10%      

Deprived 
SOAs 

1 Birmingham 7 41% -  +1.% 

2 Sandwell 12 20% -1 -3% 

3 Wolverhampton 24 21% +7 -5% 

4 Walsall 25 26% -8 +6% 

5 Coventry 78 14% +24 -4% 

6 Dudley 91 11% -19 +3% 

7 Solihull 171 12% -7 - 

Rank 24 

23% Pop.   
Deprived    

Rank 25  

29% Pop.   
Deprived    

Rank 171 

12% Pop.   
Deprived    

Rank 7 

43% Pop.   
Deprived    

Rank 78 

15% Pop.   
Deprived    

Rank 91 

13% Pop.   
Deprived    Rank 12 

20% Pop.   
Deprived    

Figure 1: 
West Midlands  

2019 IMD Rankings & % 
of Population in 10% 
Most Deprived Areas 
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Deprivation in the Core Cities 

 

Deprivation tends to be more concentrated in urban areas, 3 of the 8 
English core cities are amongst the top 10 most deprived local 
authorities in England. On the rank of average score measure Liverpool 
is the most deprived core city and is joined in the top 10 by 
Manchester and Birmingham. Bristol is the least deprived core city. 
However, ranked at 65th it is still in the top 25% of deprived local 
authority areas nationally. 
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Map1: Local Authorities by Share of Population in the  
10% most Deprived Neighbourhoods 


