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1. Introduction and background

Places for People aims to reduce traffic in residential neighbourhoods so that it is safer for
people to walk and cycle, and nicer to be outside for children to play and neighbours to chat.

In many parts of Birmingham, residents find their streets are busy with traffic, particularly
when people are taking shortcuts to avoid main roads. When traffic is redued the
neighbourhood becomes quieter, the air is cleaner, and streets feel safer.

The principle of Places for People is that residents can continue to drive onto their street, have
visitors, get deliveries, etc, but it is made harder to drive straight through the area.

The story so far

Last year, we introduced temporary measures in parts of Kings Heath and Moseley, most
notably placing large planters and bollards to prevent motorised vehicles from using side
streets to cut though and avoid main roads.

Most of these changes were made on the west side of Kings Heath High Street, with just a few
to the east.

These measures caused considerable controversy, and we received a lot of feedback from the
local community, both though our formal engagement and outs ide this, with numerous
conversations, emails, meetings and site visits taking place over the following months.

What is very apparent from the feedback received is that people care deeply about Kings
Heath and Moseley: they want it to be safe, welcomingand accessible for everyone, for local
business to thrive, and for emissions to be reduced or eliminated.

Since the scheme was implemented, we have responded to your concerns where possible and
made some changes, for example by moving the planters on Gran@ Road, supporting

businesses on York Road to let vehicle access for their deliveries and changing timings of

traffic lights on Vicarage Road. At the same time, we have stood firm on keeping the scheme

G HG&ée EGE &GGYT10Ge Thgel EgGegéefh g1 d EleHE &6
happen overnight.

You said, we did

In winter 2020/21 we conducted a review of the Places for People project delivered in Kings

Heath and Moseley, alongside other schemes implemented during COVID19, and in
February/March 2021 we asked for your views to inform phase two of the project. We have
8Ghg GgggeE &1 Heheé&HéeG EHgg ¢1 GeH grHEEGHghET §
CehgEeGIiho CETHIel &GE DHR&EGhHGHRT EgH 0GGoh Cél

As expected, opinions remain divided, some people would like the whole thing scrapped,
some feel the measures are not nearly enough and more radical action is needed, and many
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sit somewhere in between. Feedback identified some general issues in the area, including too
much traffic, dangerous driving, and not enough safe cycle routes. Some people also told us
about streets where these problems were especially present. On social media, people were
concerned that the measures made it more difficult for emergency vehicles to acces the area.

Where possible, the new proposals aim to tackle these issues: reducing the number of vehicles
using many streets, an option for traffic calming, contraflow cycling on one-way streets (so
cyclists can travel in both directions) and an option for a cycle lane on Billesley Lane.

Although emergency vehicles have a key to remove the bollards, feedback from these services
is that they prefer to navigate around the closures, with the quieter streets making it easier to
do this than when lots of drivers were cutting through the side streets.

Finally, we know that residents of the more main roads are concerned about having more cars
on their roads. We acknowledge that there will be some initial displacement of traffic as we
prevent drivers from cutting th rough side roads. However, Places for People and other
measures in the Birmingham Transport Plan are designed to drastically reduce travel by
private car, shifting most local trips to walking and cycling and longer journeys to public
transport. This large-scale change in behaviour is needed to reduce congestion, but most
importantly to reduce carbon emissions and air pollution and respond to the climate crisis.

What now?

Bringing together the results of our review, and the further local feedback received snce then,
BCCconsulted on the next phase of Places for People in Kings Heath and Moseley.

Through this, the scheme will be made permanent and new measures will be added,
particularly to the east of Kings Heath High Street.

BCCpresented concept designs, meaning that the plans show where a measure might be
placed, but do not include the detailed design of exactly how it would be arranged. There are
two options for each side of the High Street, and we would like to know which of each you
prefer and what you like and dislike about them.

This is not a consultation on whether the Places for People project should go ahead, it is about
finding the best design for the next stage of the project.
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2. Consultation strategy and m ethodology

2.1 Consultation

The consultation was about phase two of the Kings Heath and Moseley Places for People
scheme, in which measures from phase one will be made permanent, possibly with some
changes, and new measures will be added, particularly to the east of Kings Heath High Street.

The consulation presented concept designs, meaning that the plans show where aproposed
measure might be placed, but do not include the detailed design of exactly how it would be
arranged. Therewere two options proposed for each side of the High Street:

1 Option A (west side) represents the scheme currently in place

1 Option B (west side) presents an alternative to the current arrangement

1 Option C (east side) presents a new proposal for the east side of the High Street
1 Option D (east side) presents a newproposal for the east side of the High Street.

Respondents were asked

1 Which option they prefer for each side of the High Street

1 What they like and dislike about each option

T ¢gge hHeédgEge 6GgeeGo hiehl §ggGh h-way&reessh
have a contraflow cycle lane or retain on-street parking on both sides.

Figure 2.1 and Figure 2.2 illustrate the outline concept design options for the west side of
Kings Heath High Street, with Figure 2.3 and Figure 2.4 illustrating the outline concept design
options for the east side of Kings Heath High Street.
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Figure 2.1: Option A concept design (existing option) & west side
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Figure 2.3: Option C concept designa east side
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Kings Heath Option C 2

Figure 2.4: Option D conceptdesign & east side

001






















































































































































































































































