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Foreword 
 
 
 
 
 

The Selly Park Conservation Area is a unique place and a valued asset 
through its special architectural and historic interest. It hosts a number of 
high quality historic buildings in the three principal character areas, including 
the landmark church of St. Stephens. It is an essential part of Selly tŀǊƪΩǎ 
identity and heritage, and is special to Birmingham as a whole. 

 
The Character Appraisal and Management Plan  provides  policies  to  ensure 
that the Conservation Area will be protected and enhanced and will continue  
to contribute fully to Selly Park as a successful suburb of architectural, historic 
and environmental merit. 

 
The Management Plan sets out the policies  for  future  development  in  the 
area and highlights opportunities for improvement. This is informed by the 
Character Appraisal which identifies what makes the area special and defines 
its character. 

 

The city council are committed to ensuring that this asset endures for the 
enjoyment of future generations of Selly Park. This can be achieved by 
continuing to work together with local people, community organisations, 
landowners and other public/private sector partners. 

 

We wish to thank the {Ŝƭƭȅ tŀǊƪ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ hǿƴŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό{tth!ύ ŦƻǊ 
their role in helping to prepare and deliver this document, and especially the 
following SPPOA committee members: Richard Batley and Ann Chancellor 
Davies who drafted the text, and Tom Axford who compiled photographic 
records of houses in Selly Park. Thanks also to local historian Wendy Pearson 
for her advice. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Leader, 
Birmingham City Council. 
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Introduction 
 

 

The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 places a 
duty on local authorities to designate Conservation Areas and from time 
to time review their designation. It also requires them to formulate and 
publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of these areas. 

 
The Selly Park Conservation Area 
was designated by Birmingham 
City Council on 13th May 2009 in 
recognition of its status as an area 
ƻŦ ΨǎǇŀŎƛƻǳǎ Ǉƭƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ 
proportioned architect designed 
residential properties, open spaces; 
a pocket of leafy suburbia close to 
Birmingham City /ŜƴǘǊŜΩΦ 

 
Conservation Area status gives 
the City Council additional 
powers regarding demolition, 
minor development and the 
preservation of trees. It also places 
a duty upon the City Council 
to pay special attention in the 
exercise of its planning functions 
to the desirability of preserving 
or enhancing the character and 
appearance of the Conservation 
Area. 

 
Local authorities are required by 
national planning policy (National 
Planning Policy Framework 
paragraph 186) to have a suitable 
evidence base for historic 
environment and heritage assets. 
For Conservation Areas this usually 
takes the form of a character 
appraisal which is then used to 
inform a management plan that 
sets out policies and proposals 
to aid the preservation and 
enhancement of the area. 

 

The Birmingham Development 
Plan adopted on 10th January 2017 
describes the surrounding areas of 
Selly Oak and South Edgbaston as 
focuses of major renovation and 

investment, but where importance 
should also be attached to 
conserving attractive, balanced and 
sustainable residential communities 
(Policy G9). The current local 
planning policy - the Wider Selly 
Oak Supplementary Planning 
Document (June 2015) while not 
addressing Selly Park explicitly, 
recognizes the need to balance 
development opportunities with 
the need to maintain desirable 
residential areas. 

 
The Selly Park Character Appraisal 
and Management Plan (CAAMP) 
aims to: 

 

ω Identify the special interest of 
Selly Park Conservation Area 
and provide an evidence-based 
definition of its character. 

 

ω Provide a sound basis for the 
determination of planning 
applications within the 
Conservation Area and the 
formulation of proposals for its 
preservation and enhancement. 

 
ω Identify opportunities and threats 

to the special character of the 
Conservation Area and provide 
proposals to address these 
potential issues. 

 

ω The Selly Park CAAMP  will be 
ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ planning 
process and has been prepared in 
accordance with policies listed in 
Appendix A. 
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Designation and boundary changes 
 

 

The Selly Park Conservation Area was designated on 13th May 2009 and 
an Article 4(2) Direction was served limiting some permitted development 
rights to all dwelling houses within the Conservation Area. 

 

Appendix C lists the individual 
domestic properties covered by 
the Article 4(2) Direction. Any 
approved property constructed 
in the Conservation Area after its 
designation is also automatically 
covered by the same protection. 

 
The locally listed and Grade II  
listed buildings shown at Appendix 
C were already identified or 
designated prior to the designation 
of the Conservation Area. 

 

The Selly Park Conservation Area 
covers an area of 68.35 hectares 
or 168.9 acres and is situated 
approximately three miles (4.8km) 
to the south west of Birmingham 
city centre. It is entirely contained 
within the Ward of Bournbrook 
and Selly Park in the Selly Oak 
Constituency. 

 
The Conservation Area is roughly 
triangular in shape and the Bourn 
Brook forms most of its northern 
ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ YƛƴƎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎΩ 
School Playing fields bounding 
the northern banks of the Brook. 
The western boundary runs along 
Bournbrook Road to Saint 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ 
Road. The boundary then follows 
back gardens in Bournbrook and 
Serpentine Roads until reaching 
the Elmdon Road playing field. 
The southern boundary follows 
the edge of Selly Park Recreation 
Ground until reaching the back 
gardens of houses on Selly Park 
Road at the junction with Woodside 
Road. 

 

The eastern boundary is complex 
because it was designed to exclude 
some post-war developments on 
Kensington Road, Southbourne 
Close, Seymour Close, Selly Close, 
Selly Wick Drive, Rea View Drive, 
Pebworth Close and the Stables. 

It runs north along Pershore Road, 
with houses on the western side 
being in the Conservation Area 
as far as Kensington Road, where 
the boundary  turns  south-west 
to run up the centre of the road, 
excluding Nos.6-30 Kensington 
Road. The eastern boundary then 
runs along the back gardens of 
houses on Selly Park, Upland, Selly 
Wick and Oakfield Roads before re- 
joining the northern boundary. 

 

The present boundary of the 
Selly Park Conservation Area 
was reviewed through public 
consultation prior to designated 
in May 2009. Several parts of the 
neighbourhood were excluded 
from the designation although 
these are now to be re-considered. 

 

The Local Authority will consider 
modification of the boundary 
on two main grounds. The first 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ {Ŝƭƭȅ tŀǊƪΩǎ 
distinctiveness is not just distantly 
historic. It has grown in waves of 
development that reflect changing 
ideas about what makes good 
quality suburban housing up until 
the present day. The result is a 
Conservation Area that contains a 
heterogeneous mix of architectural 
styles brought together by their 
shared environment of low density 
and greenery. 

 
The second consideration is 
managerial. Selly Park contains 
two overlapping areas which both 
have heritage implications. In 
addition to the Conservation Area 
itself, there is also the boundary 
given by the covenants that have 
protected Selly Park since the 19th 
century; these remain an important 
instrument of conservation that can 
be exercised by property-owners. 
The overlapping boundaries and 

differing forms of conservation 
management can create confusion 
not only for residents but also 
for developers and can affect the 
ability to exercise rights and to 
manage the Areas. [Insert map 
displaying overlaps] 

 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ 
is proposed to be re-drawn at the 
margins to be as far as possible 
consistent with the covenanted 
area. On these grounds, as well 
as the representative nature of 
their houses, it is suggested that 
the following be included in the 
Conservation Area: 

 

ω East end of Upland Road. 
 

ω Eastern side of Bournbrook Road 
together with the large pond 
behind the gardens of Nos.81-95 
Bournbrook Road. 

 

In addition, there are two private 
residential estates of good quality 
houses in landscaped areas that 
merit inclusion. Built in the 1980s 
in what had been the grounds of 
Highfield House, The Stables has 
nine houses and Southbourne 
Close twelve. The residents of 
Southbourne Close own and 
manage the surrounding woods 
and lake which are already part of 
the Conservation Area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Conservation Area 
boundary 

 

Proposed additions to the 
conservation area 
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Summary of significance 
 

 

Selly Park is notable as an area of spacious plots, architect designed 
residential properties, and open space - a pocket of leafy suburbia near to 
Birmingham City Centre. 

 

It owes these qualities to its history 
and also to a series of waves of 
architectural evolution: 

 

ω An inherited place: An 
inheritance of roads, wooded 
areas and lakes (fishponds) 
remain from Selly tŀǊƪΩǎ pas, 
originally the estate of Selly Hall. 
There is evidence going back 
to the Domesday Book that the 
Ƙŀƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ 
Convent, its 19th century version 
still forming part of the convent 
building. 

 

ω An inherited townscape: Selly 
Park owes much of its character 
to Robert Dolphin who in 1854 
sold 146 acres for residential 
development subject to 
restrictive covenants - similar 
covenants apply to another 
30 acres sold in 1870. This is a 
prominent national example of 
covenants applied to suburban 
development with the objective 
of preserving environmental 
quality. The restrictive covenants 
have produced in Selly Park a 
residential area of large houses, 
pleasing streetscapes, and an 
abundance of mature trees along 
the roads and in large gardens. 

 
ω 165 years of conservation in 

practice: The covenants, which 
remain in force, specify that each 
plot should be a minimum of a 
quarter acre; houses should be 
detached (and semi-detached 
until the 1870s) and well set 
back from the road; noisy and 
offensive trades were banned. 
The covenants enable owners 
to enforce the upkeep of these 
requirements against their breach 
by any other owner in the area. 

In 2009, the designation of the 
Conservation Area added the 
weight of planning legislation 
to secure the environment and 
architecture of the area. 

 

ω Representative house styles: 
Selly Park has evolved to include 
many examples of house 
design. These include Georgian 
houses in Selly Wick and 
Pershore Roads, several country 
house sized Victorian houses 
(Uplands, Copperfield House, 
Beechenhurst), and a large 
number of Victorian family homes 
with stable blocks especially 
in Oakfield Road. There are 
Arts and Crafts houses on Selly 
Park Road, Bauhaus style 1930s 
houses on Kensington Road, and 
interwar houses on Selly Park and 
Bournbrook Roads. There are 
post war houses on Selly Avenue, 
Selly Park, Oakfield, Greenland 
and Kensington Roads, and large 
detached houses from the 1980s 
and 1990s in Southbourne Close 
and The Stables. 

 
ω A green landscape: Beyond its 

houses, gardens and tree lined 
streets, the special quality of 
Selly Park lies in its topography 
and landscape features. These 
include large open spaces - the 
Elmdon Road playing fields and 
the Selly Park Recreation ground, 
the lake and landscaped grounds 
of Cleeve House, the pools and 
trees of the former Highfield 
estate, and the extensive grounds 
ƻŦ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
long views into and out of the 
ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 
ŎƭƻŎƪ ǘƻǿŜǊΣ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
and, from the highest points of 
Selly Park, of Cannon Hill Park. 
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Selly Park Conservation Area 
 

PART 1 

CHARACTER APPRAISAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Conservation Area setting 
 

 

Selly Park Conservation Area is not only a green area but also has several 
parks and green spaces in the vicinity: Cannon Hill, Moor Green, school 
playing-fields and Edgbaston golf course. 

 

On the other hand, it is surrounded 
by two arterial roads, and areas of 
intensive development. Some of 
the latter have existed since Selly 
tŀǊƪΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
others are much more recent. 

 
The western boundary of the 
Conservation Area marks the break 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {Ŝƭƭȅ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƭƻǿ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ 
plots and the high density terraced 
housing of Bournbrook which was 
built from about 1890, after Selly 
tŀǊƪΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
underway. These two models of 
urban development were in sharp 
contrast. 

 
The extension of terraced housing 
from Bournbrook onto part of the 
Selly Park Estate (the corner of 
Raddle barn Road and Warwards 
Lane) in contravention of the 
9ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘǎ ƭŜŘ ƛƴ мфмн ǘƻ 
a successful High Court battle 
against contravention of the 
EsǘŀǘŜΩǎ covenants. This became 
a landmark case on the viability of 
enforcing covenants, and the cause 
ƻŦ {tth!Ωǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфммΦ 

 

The southern and eastern 
boundaries of Selly Park also mark 
a break between Selly tŀǊƪΩǎ low 
density and higher density Victorian 
and Edwardian housing, though 
with much larger houses and 
gardens than in Bournbrook. 

High density housing to the South, 
West and East, particularly where it 
has three storeys (or where rooms 
are extended into lofts), offers an 
attractive investment opportunity 
to rentier landlords. Without Article 
4(1) protection, Bournbrook in 
particular is a target for house 
conversions. As a result, population 
density around Selly Park has 
greatly increased within the same 
general structure of buildings. 

 
In the area to the North of  
Selly Park, construction of new 
institutions has taken place, 
particularly since 2010. On  the 
Calthorpe Estate, this includes a 
dental hospital, private hospital and 
care homes, high rise purpose built 
student accommodation (PBSA), 
and car-parking. To the North-West, 
large blocks of high-rise PBSA have 
been built on and around Aston 
Webb Boulevard, and then further 
West on Bristol Road; and more are 
planned. 

 
Housing development has a 
knock-one effect on the setting 
of Selly Park Conservation Area, 
transforming the nature and level 
of commercial activity, traffic and 
parking. 
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Topology, geology and archaeology 
 

 

Selly Park is situated on the almost flat Birmingham plateau, rising from 
about 120 metres at Oakfield and Pershore Roads to 142 metres at the 
highest point in the Selly Park Recreation Ground near to the Selly Park 
Convent. 

 

The Conservation Area lies 
between the valleys of the Bourn 
Brook to the North and the Rivers 
Rea to the East. Springs run from 
the highest point to feed small 
irregular streams that feed man- 
made ponds and small lakes 
behind the gardens of houses on 
the east side of Bournbrook Road 
and behind the woodland and 
gardens to the north of Kensington 
Road. 

 
The underlying geology is of 
Sidmouth Mudstone with a 
superficial covering of alluvial clay, 
silt in the lower parts of Selly Park, 
and at the higher points glacial 
fluvial mid-Pleistocene, sandstone 
and gravel (British Geological 
Survey: http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/ 
geologyofbritain/home.html). 
These free-draining soils have 
provided a suitable basis for house 
and road building, possibly since 
Roman times across Selly Park 
(Peter Leather, Birmingham Roman 
Roads Project 1994-1999). 

 
The Birmingham Roman Roads 
Project led by Peter Leather of 
the University of Birmingham 
undertook a series of studies 
between 1994 and 1999 to 
investigate the possibility that a 
Roman road leading to Metchley 
fort had crossed what is now Selly 
Park Recreation Ground.1 

 

No conclusive evidence of the road 
was found, but there were other 
finds: a Neolithic flint, a fragment 

of Iron Age pottery, and a 15th 
century road that took a dog- 
legged route from Warwards Lane 
along Raddlebarn Road and down 
Bournbrook (ex-Selly Hall) Lane, 
following what was surmised to be 
the boundary of Selly Manor. 

 
Other archaeological finds include 
a Roman coin at Raddlebarn 
Road, and a moated site and 
adjacent ponds (possibly originally 
fishponds) in the gardens of 
Kensington Road, Southbourne 
Close and The Stables (see 
Appendix D). 

 
There is archaeological dispute 
about whether modern day Selly 
Park is the location of the original 
Selly Hall and its surrounding 
manor; an alternative proposal is 
that the original manor was located 
about 400 yards from Bournville 
Green. However, near to the moat 
ŀƴŘ ΨŦƛǎƘǇƻƴŘǎΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭŀǘŜ 
and Convent of the Congregation 
of the Sisters of Charity of St Paul 
the Apostle which was built in 1864. 

 
Incorporated within the Convent 
buildings is Selly Hall, a Georgian 
building in the Palladian style, 
which was sold in 1835. British 
History Online Vol.3 for Northfield 
Parish traces Selly Hall back from 
1835 through its previous owners to 
the Domesday Book which refers to 
two manors of Escelie (Selly).2 Like 
present day Selly Park, one of these 
estates lay across the River Rea 
from Muselie (Moseley).3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed conservation Area 
boundary 

 

Statutory Listed Buildings 
1. Church of St. Stephen 
2. Convent of St. Paul 
3. 921, 923, 925, 927 & 929 Pershore 

Road 
4. Selly Wick House 
5. 48 Selly Wick House 

1 Baker, !ƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊ [ŜŀǘƘŜǊ όмффуύ Ψ.ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ {Ŝƭƭȅ tŀǊƪ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ DǊƻǳƴŘΩ ƛƴ West 
Midlands Archaeology Issue 41. 

2 See https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/worcs/vol3/pp194-201. 

3 Morris, John (ed) (1982) The Domesday Book: Worcestershire. Phillimore and Co. 
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Locally Listed Buildings 
6. 54 Selly Wick Road 
7. 60 Copperfield House Hotel 
8. 34 Selly Park 
9. 51-65 (odd) Selly Park Road 
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Development history 
 

 

The built character of the Selly Park Conservation Area reflects its 
controlled growth as a desirable residential suburb for the increasing 
number of businessmen and professionals involved in the rapid growth of 
Birmingham in the middle of the 19th Century. 

 

On 176 acres purchased by 
Birmingham Solicitor Robert 
Dolphin, just over the Bourn Brook 
from Lord /ŀƭǘƘƻǊǇŜΩǎ estate on 
the south side of Birmingham, a 
Building Scheme was prepared for 
what eventually would become the 
Selly Park Conservation Area. 

 
In contrast to much of the overly 
dense speculative building 
which the ŎƛǘȅΩǎ rapid growth had 
engendered, wide roads were 
made up, and plots designed. 
Restrictive covenants stipulated no 
less than a quarter of an acre per 
plot, no more than two houses 
joined together, the price per 
house, and their distance from the 
road. The only permitted buildings 
ǿŜǊŜ άdwelling houses  with 
ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƻǳǘōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ gradual 
development resulted in a wide 
range of architectural styles being 
represented across the estate, 
where houses from the 1870s have 
neighbours from the 1920s (e.g. 
Eastern Road), and some of the 
oldest find themselves next to 
and opposite the most modern in 
design (e.g. Oakfield Nos.92 and 94 
and No.93 and No.101). 

 

The 1870s houses are not the 
oldest surviving buildings. What 
remains of Selly Hall, named on the 
1835 Sale Plan of the estate, is now 
part of St. tŀǳƭΩǎ Convent, having 
been bought from Robert Dolphin 
in 1864, and is a Grade II listed 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ Ψ{Ŝƭƭȅ tŀǊƪ IŀƭƭΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
one of the /ƻƴǾŜƴǘΩǎ buildings to 
be listed, is called The Generalate, 
and is described as an early 19th 
century two storey building. The 
Gatehouse and the boundary walls 
were built in the 1870s, followed 

by cloisters and an entrance 
block. The convent grounds, 

however, share a large triangular 
site between Kensington Road, 
Greenland Road and part of Selly 
Park Road with Selly Park Primary 
School. 

 
Selly Wick House, also on the 
1835 sale plan, remains a family 
home and its listing describes it as 
άŎƛǊŎŀ мупл ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ late 
18th century origin.έ hǘƘŜǊ listed 
buildings of a similar date and style 
can be found on Pershore Road, 
although only Nos.921 and 923 and 
927 and 929 have been included 
within the conservation area 
ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅΦ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ{Ŝƭƭȅ 
tƭŀŎŜΩ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǿƛƭƭŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƭȅ 
Georgian in style, of stucco with 
plain moulded string courses, 
rustication, sash windows and a 
variety of understated classical 
features in the window mouldings 
and door casings. 

 
The foundation stone for St. 
Stephens was laid in 1870, and the 
church consecrated in August 1871 
on land given by Robert Dolphin. 
The £3,700 cost of building it was 
furnished by, mainly local, donation. 
It is Grade II listed and is built of 
locally quarried Hamstead stone, 
with a 40m high Bath Stone broach 
spire. Its position at the highest 
point in the Conservation Area 
means that the spire is visible for 
miles around. In 2015, a new two 
storey Parish Centre linked to 

the north side of the church was 
unveiled, with a generous circular 
entrance hall providing both further 
space and access to Church and 
Centre. 

 

{ǘΦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ wŀŘŘƭŜōŀǊƴ 
Road was designed in decorated 
Gothic style by Henry Thomas 
Sandy of Stafford and the nave 

opened in October 1902. The 
builder was William Bishop of 
YƛƴƎΩǎ IŜŀǘƘΦ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ 
chapels of 1925-26 were designed 
by George Bernard Cox of Harrison 
and Cox, and built by John Bowen 
& Son Balsall Heath. The western 
end was completed in 1936. Christ 
Church on Pershore Road began as 
a church hall - and had been built 
as a Mission Church. The building 
that is now there opened in 2008. 

 
Highfield, the Uplands and 
Beechenhurst were all built in the 
1860s. All that remains of Highfield, 
which was demolished in the early 
мфулǎΣ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 
Bohemian past, when the house 
was owned by Professor Philip 
Sargeant Florence, decorated in 
the 1930s with large contemporary 
murals, and visited by the likes of 
poets Louis MacNeice and William 
Empson. While Southbourne Close, 
which was developed on IƛƎƘŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ 
grounds in the 1980s is not in the 
Conservation Area, the lake and 
surrounding woodland backing on 
to Kensington Road are. 

 
The Uplands, two houses, Nos.63 
and 65 Upland Road, were 
completed in the mid-1860s. 
Only one remains, No.65, but the 
red brick Italianate-villa style house, 
made even taller by incorporating 
an arched basement entrance,  is 
still visible behind the imposing 
rusticated high stone walls  that 
once surrounded both houses. The 
walls still run around three sides of 
the original grounds in sections of 
Upland, Selly Park and Selly Wick 
roads. 

 
Another once impressive family 
home in the conservation area is 
Beechenhurst which has recently 

been subject to some neglect 
although is in the process of being 
repaired and restored. 

 

The 1871 Census (and 1872 YŜƭƭȅΩǎ 
Directories of Worcester) show 
that a number of family homes had 
been completed on the estate, 
the majority of which in Oakfield 
Road. Already they indicate an 
interesting contrast in architectural 
taste and style. While one or 
two of these early houses are at 
quite an impressive scale, such as 
Willowbrook and Camden house 
opposite, the size became more 
modest as the slow but steady 
development of the estate took 
place from the 1870s. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Uplands, 65 Selly Park Road.  

Currently available records begin in 
1875, under Kings Norton Building 
Plans, and show that between 1875 
and 1880 a total of 16 applications 
were made for the Estate, mostly 
for Oakfield Road and from 1881 
to1899 there were 14. The next 
decade 1900 to 1910 saw a slight 
increase in the overall numbers - 37 
- and a change in emphasis on the 
roads being developed. Elmdon 
saw its first two applications, and 
a total of 19 were made for Selly 
Park Road. The vast majority 
of dwellings on the Estate, the 
architects and builders were local, 
with most architects boasting City 
Centre addresses. 

In 1912, the plans came under 
Birmingham rather than Kings 
Norton, with a dozen between 1912 
and 1921. 1922 to 1926 saw a flurry 
of building, with 44 applications 
received. Greenland Road had its 
first three in 1921, when bungalows 
began to appear. 1927 to 1930 
saw the highest annual number of 
applications until the end of the 
Second War, with a total of 52. 
There was an increase in multiple 
requests, made by developers 
rather than individual purchasers. 
Between 1931 and 1939, when 54 
applications were made, multiple 
requests by the same builder were 
noticeable: in 1931, BBP52983 in 
Oakfield Road was for ten houses - 
the highest number seen thus far. 
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Townscape character 
 

 

Detached and semi-detached residential or domestic dwelling houses are 
a defining characteristic of the area. 

 

The earliest planning applications 
were exclusively for villas, 
residences, private houses or 
houses - the latter term being most 
used from the twentieth century 
onwards. The Dolphin covenants 
specifically prohibited more than 
two houses to be joined, hence the 
absence of any terraced housing. 

 
There are good examples of other 
building types such as  coach houses 
and these are distinctive features of 
the conservation area particularly 
on Oakfield Road, most are 
relatively intact and unchanged. 
Following the first war, applications 
ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ΨƳƻǘƻǊ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΩΣ 
generally being described as 
ΨǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΩΦ !ǎ ƳƻǘƻǊ ŎŀǊǎ ǘŜƴŘŜŘ 
to be longer than coaches, some 
coach houses acquired slightly 
clumsily extended frontages. 

 
Garages can also be separate, as 
seen at Nos.4 and 6 Serpentine 
Road (BBP40079 31.7.1925) where 
the garages (rather than the 
houses) are semi-detached. By 
the 1930s, garages were being 

incorporated into the overall design 
of some properties as seen at 
No.140 Selly Park Road (BBP58067A 
30.05.1933) and No.37 Elmdon 
Road (BBP 71104 18.03.1938). 

 

In addition to the houses are 
three churches: St. Stephens 
and St. Wulstans, {ǘΦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ 
RC Church (Raddlebarn Road), 
and Christchurch (Pershore 
Road). 
There is also a Primary School, 
a telephone exchange, and two 
electricity sub-stations. Frew Lodge 
in Oakfield Road is a purpose built 
block of nine residential flats for the 
elderly. 

 

Other residential buildings have 
undergone varying degrees of 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ IƻǎǇƛŎŜ ƛƴ 
Raddlebarn Road was originally a 
late 19th century dwelling house 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ²ƻƻŘǾƛƭƭŜΩΦ ΨLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
IƻǳǎŜΩΣ ƴƻǿ ŀ ƘƻǎǘŜƭ ŦƻǊ 
international students in Oakfield 
Road is centred on Willowbrook 
built c.1878, with an additional 
modern wing fronting the street. 
Two former dwellings, now nursing 

homes, of a similar date; Selly Park 
Nursing Home, with extensive 
additions along Oakfield Road to 
the original houses of c.1890, and 
Uplands Nursing Home, at No.43 
Upland Road of around 1875. 

 

The juxtaposition of dates and thus 
styles of building is marked in Selly 
Park, resulting in a great variety 
of heights and spaces between 
buildings. There are relatively few 
runs of houses of the same style 
and date - and when this happens it 
can seem unusual such as Oakfield 
wƻŀŘΩǎ row of ten houses from 1931. 
More common is the grand mass 
represented by 63 (Camden House) 
with its separate stable block 
followed by two generous, but 
obviously much lower, bungalows 
from 1924, a similarly dated two- 
storey detached and rendered 
house, and the neighbouring three 
pairs of three storey Victorian 
Gothic houses, again with coach 
houses, dating to around 1870. 

 
Large houses on generous plots 
were originally located at some 
distance from one another and 
when 21 applications were made 
between 1906 and 1908, this was 
the same number as had been 
made over the previous 14 years. 
The decades of design see a 
variety of styling details, but over 
the whole estate, building lines 
are very consistent, with no houses 
less than fifteen feet (as laid out in 
the covenants) from the pavement, 
with clearly defined front gardens 
and houses situated in generous 
grounds, again defined by the 

ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘǎΩ ǎǘǊƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ Ǉƭƻǘ ōŜ 
less than a quarter of an acre. 

Selly Park is constructed primarily 
of red brick, with blue brick and 
clay tile to provide colour and 
texture. While the early Gothic 
style houses made great use of 
patterned and turned woodwork, 
with barge-boarding cut with 
varying degrees of intricacy, and 
decorative finials on exaggeratedly 
pointed porches, both they, and the 
more restrained classical houses, 
had decorative friezes of brick at 
the eaves, with string courses of 
varying prominence, with stone, 
engineering brick and decorative 
red clay tile present. Carved wood 
columns support porch roofs on 
more modest and later villas in 
Bournbrook Road (No.83). 

 
Some of the larger houses have 
decorative stonework such as 
No.76 Oakfield which has stone 
bays, lintels, and crenelation above 
the front door and decorated 
capitals to the fine pillars in the 
doorway. 

 
Roofs are of primarily of slate or 
clay tiles, with pantiles appearing in 
the 20th century. Some slate roofs 
of the 1870s also incorporated rows 
of scalloped tiles, often echoed 
above their bay windows. Some 
decorative ridge tiles can still be 
seen with examples at Nos.107 and 
144 Oakfield. A number of chimney 
stacks appear to have retained 
their original clay pots and glazed 
tiles can be seen decorating door 
surrounds at Nos.133-157 Selly Park 
Road while decorative Terracotta 
tiles form a string course at No.34 
Oakfield. 

By the beginning of the 20th century 
there is a use of smooth or 
roughcast rendering to cover either 
the whole or part of an elevation, or 
to define an architectural element. 

 

Tiles are used sideways on to 
demarcate arches above doorways 
or provide decorative detail in the 
gable wall. In other examples blue 
bricks are used between upper and 
lower storeys echoing Tudor diaper 
patterns such as is seen at No.140 
Selly Park Road and examples of 
the use of half-timbering, another 
Tudor reference, can be seen at 
No.127 Selly Park Road 

Most gate piers are brick 
surmounted with stone, although 
Allestree (No.107 Oakfield) has 
stone piers and the imposing stone 
gateposts for The Uplands, 63 Selly 
Park Road survive. 

 
Some stained glass can be found 
in Serpentine Road, at the porch 
of 21 Serpentine Road, at Uplands 
Nursing Home and in the 1930s 
houses on Eastern Road. Small 
circular windows become a 
decorative feature in the 1930s, 
to be seen neatly encircled by red 
bricks on a rendered facade or 
below the window next to the front 
door (Nos.84 and 86 Oakfield). 

 

 Camden House, 63 Oakfield Road. 76 Oakfield Road.  
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Development in the Conservation 
Area has been almost exclusively 
domestic, with houses generally 
between two and three storeys in 
height. The three storey Victorian 
Gothic houses of the 1870s, with 
their sharply pitched roofs, contrast 
with the more classically conceived 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 34 Oakfield Road.  

two storey villas of the same date 
in Oakfield Road, while both have 
coach houses and occupy the same 
footprint. Bungalows appeared 
from the 1920s onward and with 
plot sizes are of a regular width 
they appear more spaciously sited 
alongside neighbouring four or five 
bedroom houses. 

Bournbrook, Raddlebarn and 
Warwards Lane, which link Bristol 
and Pershore Roads, are probably 
the oldest roads. Other streets 
were laid out at the time of the 
original Building Plan, which finds 
the church at the highest point, 
with Serpentine, Elmdon, Selly 
Wick, and two lengths of Selly 
Park Road radiating from this 
central point. The area is roughly 
triangular, with Oakfield providing 
the top, widest edge, and Pershore 
and Bournbrook Roads to the sides, 
however any attempt at geometric 
analogy breaks down from that 
point. The roads are generally 
wider than would be expected in 
a Birmingham suburb, while the 
number of sections of roads with 
houses on one side adds to a sense 
of spaciousness. 

 

Among the most positive features 
of Selly Park are the open spaces, 
woodland and lakes provided by 
the Recreation Ground, Elmdon 
Road playing field, the grounds  
of the Convent of St Paul and the 
lakes at Southbourne Close and 
in the grounds of Cleeve House 
(No.34 Kensington Road). 

 

Street surfaces provide an 
appropriately neutral and 
subordinate foreground to 
building, being either grey, buff 
and pink paving slabs, or asphalt 
and mainly granite kerbstones. 

 
Street furniture in the area consists 
almost entirely of standard designs. 
Lighting columns are functional and 
unobtrusive, in the standard LED 
format introduced by Amey in the 
last few years. Street  name  signs 
are a mix of standard aluminium 
plates and the historic cast iron 
plates used by the Council at the 
beginning of the last century. There 
ƛǎ ŀ Ψ[ȅŎƘ DŀǘŜΩ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎΣ 
added in 1924 in memory of a 
church warden. 

More than twenty Tree Preservation 
Orders have been issued in the 
Conservation Area, with seven in 
Upland Road alone - including a 
Monkey Puzzle at No.51. 

 

Three types of Cedar can be 
found; Deodar, Western Blue and 
Lebanon. There is a site of local 
importance for nature conservation 
at the corner of Kensington and 
Selly Park with many oaks, as 
well as tall beeches at the top of 
Kensington Road plus flowering 
cherry and Rowan trees on both 
sides. Large Copper Beeches, Horse 
Chestnuts and Magnolias, can be 
found in Oakfield Road, and a 
mature Red Oak at the Telephone 
Exchange. Serpentine Road boasts 
a large Fern-Leaf Beech (Fagus 
sylvaticus cvAsplenififolia ) in the 
grounds of Beechenhurst, while 
the open landscaped grassed 
area fronting the Maxim houses 
has mature trees showing the old 
hedge line. 

 

In Selly Avenue, bordering on the 
Recreation Ground, there are two 
!ŎŜǊ ŎŀƳǇŜǎǘǊŜ Ψ9ƭŜƎŀƴǘΩΤ ƻƴŜ 
Acer pseudoplatinus , one Alnus 
glotinosa; one Corylus columna ; 
five Fraxinus excelsior; ten Malus 
spp.; four Prunus serrulata ; one 
tȅǊǳǎ ŎŀƭƭŜǊȅŀƴŀ Ψ/ƘŀƴǘƛŎƭŜŜǊέΤ 
four Sorbus Aria ;and a Sorbus 
aucoparia. 

 

 122 Selly Park Road. 34 Oakfield Road.  
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Character areas 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Selly Park North 

Comprising: Oakfield Road/ 
Eastern Road/Upland Road/Selly 
tŀǊƪ wƻŀŘΩǎ North section (church 
to Oakfield)/Selly Wick Road. 

 

This character area is the earliest 
and most built up, comprising the 
roads in which the earliest building 
developments took place, with 
housing primarily dating from the 
1870s onwards. An overarching 
characteristic of all areas is that 
almost without exception the 
plot sizes are fixed and generous, 
being no less than a quarter of an 
acre, for reasons outlined in the 
Development History. 

 

Oakfield Road saw the start of 
the growth of Selly Park, and 
immediately demonstrates 
contrasting architectural tastes and 
styles, as well as a range of dates   
of construction along its relatively 
flat, straight, length. Breaks in 
the skyline are created by varying 
heights of buildings with areas of 
open spaces adjacent to larger 
buildings creating a feeling of 
openness. 

 

The earliest houses include Penryn 
and Seton (Nos.94 and 96), 
previously known as Oakfield Place, 
and The Laurels and the Hollies 
(Nos.37 and 39). The latter are 
classically proportioned two storey 
dwellings with shallowly pitched 
roofs parallel to the road, central 
doorways flanked by pairs of 
rectangular sashed windows all with 
bracketed hoods, with a prominent 
string course, and an arched 
window above the front door. 

In contrast the three-storeyed 
Fairbridge Villa (No.79), constructed 
by 1868, demonstrates the popular 
Gothic style of mid-19th century 
with a far more steeply pitched roof, 
asymmetry, and decorative 
brickwork among its detailing. The 
1871 Census attests the  presence of 
the run of semi-detached Gothic 
style houses Nos.79-81, 83-85, 87- 
89 and the detached No.91. 

 
Opposing sides of the road provide 
excellent examples of both styles. 
From Pershore Road The Ferneries 
(No.21 built 1879), the Laurels 
and The Hollies (mid 1800s) on 
the south side are echoed on the 
North side by Nos.10 and 12. After 
Eastern Road the great bulk of 
Camden House (No.63) continues 
the plainer, more austere classicism, 
perhaps a little relieved by the 

squared bays on the ground floor, 
with a wall which runs along to a 
separate coach house. Nos.72 and 
74 echo the plainer classicism and 
both have unaltered coach houses. 
The coach houses are an important 
and distinctive feature of Oakfield 
Road, which boasts the largest 
number on the estate. On the 
other side, past Selly Park Road, 
plans in the Birmingham Archives 
(KN136) show designs for Nos.97, 
99 and 101 submitted in 1877 which 
continue the Gothic style. The 

wooden finials above the porch and 
on the gable above are still intact. 
Baden House at No.34 Oakfield 
Road, constructed c.1900, has a 
gable with mock-Tudor framing 
above casement windows with 
divided top sections and frames 
protruding, and a terracotta tiled 
string course. 

 

 37 Oakfield Road.  
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