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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

THE LANDSCAPE OF PERRY BARR 
 

A study has been undertaken to identify, analyse and advise, from 

a landscape perspective, the suggested steps to achieving the 

overall ôgarden suburbõ vision for the Beeches, Booths and Barr 

(3Bs) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) forum. 

 
These have been put together following a consultation event 

with the forum, consideration of scoping material produced (and 

Birmingham City Council published material), and field work. The 

Turnberry Park Development Report was also considered . 

 
Helen Metcalfe of Planning With People (PwP) has produced a 

useful résum® of the NP Forumõs ôvisionõ. 

 
òIn 15 years time, the Beeches Booths and Barr area will be 

a clean and attractive green area, a garden suburb north 

of the cityó ... local people will have easy access to a 

landscape of 

1. Well managed and vibrant streets and public spaces 

2. High quality green spaces (parks, waterways and open 

spaces). 

 
In order to provide a succinct response to the vision from a 

landscape point of view, we have chosen the four most (out 

of nine) relevant ôCommunity Objectivesõ. As such, we have 

directed our guidance towards ideas around how the NP may 

create easily accessible well managed and vibrant streets and 

develop high quality park, waterways and open spaces. 

 
The selected community objectives are: 

Community Objective 1 
òThe designated parks, gardens and other areas of nature conservation are 

under-utilized assets. These special areas will be protected and enhanced. 

Development should not have a negative impact on these protected areas.ó 

 

Community Objective 5 
òImproving accessibility to and visibility of the waterways that run through the plan 

area is supported as it will provide opportunities for exercise and leisure and will 

enhance the character of the area.ó 

 

Community Objective 7 
òImproving the connection between the wide variety of local green spaces by 

improving and extending routes that create green connections, whilst 

supporting nature conservation and improving biodiversity is supported.ó 

 

Community Objective 8 
òFlooding has significantly affected the quality of life of local people. 

Development should not increase flood risk. Innovative solutions to reduce the 

risk of future flood events are supported. ó 

 

Structure of this Report 

We have firstly taken into account the geographical significance of 

the area, looking at the important ôcentresõ and ôlandmarksõ that in 

and around the site. (Page 5) 

We have analysed the original vision for a garden suburb and 

the key characteristics that make one in order to advise on the 

necessary changes that should happen to achieve a garden suburb in 

Perry Barr. (Page 6) 

 
We have then identified and described the existing green spaces and 

mapped their characteristics on three drawings (ôlandform 

and neighbourhoodsõ, ôwaterways and floodingõ and ôgreen space 

and their designationsõ). Analysis of these maps has helped 

to better understand the location and causes of the existing 

problems, to identify where the current assets lie and therefore 

the opportunities which present themselves to move the area 

ôtowards a garden suburbõ. (Page 8-13) The view assessment 

concludes the analysis of the existing situation and provides a 

more in depth judgement of street character by illustrating which 

views (and therefore areas) currently have the required features of a 

garden suburb. (Page 14-15) 

 
The final two drawings provide information and guidance on the 

opportunities for improving a) the green space character of Perry 

Barr and b) the street character of Perry Barr. The ôopportunities 

for green blue infrastructureõ drawing illustrates how targeted 

improvements in specific areas as part of a spatial strategy will 

help create the strong landscape framework that is commonly 

associated with a successful garden suburb. (Page 16-21) 

 
The ôopportunities for creating garden suburb streetsõ drawing 

illustrates the location and type of improvements (new hedge 

planting, new tree planting and sustainable drainage systems 

[SuDS] retrofit) which could realistically be installed to enhance the 

garden suburb ôfeelõ and also provides some general 

considerations on how best to do so. (Page 22-23) 
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