
 

Behaviours: age 0 to 5

All green, amber and red behaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level of
intervention that will vary.
 

What is a green behaviour?

Green behaviours reflect safe and healthy
sexual development. They are:

displayed between children or young
people of similar age or developmental
ability

reflective of natural curiosity,
experimentation,consensual activities
and positive choices

  What is an amber
behaviour?

Amber behaviours have the potential to be
outside of safe and healthy behaviour. They
may be:

of potential concern due to age, or
developmental differences

of potential concern due to activity type,
frequency, duration or context in which
they occur

  What is a red behaviour?

Red behaviours are outside of safe and
healthy behaviour. They may be:

excessive, secretive, compulsive,
coercive, degrading or threatening

involving significant age, developmental,
or power differences

of concern due to the activity type,
frequency, duration or the context in
which they occur

 

What can you do?

Green behaviours provide opportunities to
give positive feedback and additional
information.

  What can you do?

Amber behaviours signal the need to take
notice and gather information to assess the
appropriate action.

  What can you do?

Red behaviours indicate a need for
immediate intervention and action.

 

Green behaviours
holding or playing with own genitals

attempting to touch or curiosity about
other children's genitals

attempting to touch or curiosity about
breasts, bottoms or genitals of adults

games e.g. mummies and daddies,
doctors and nurses

enjoying nakedness

interest in body parts and what they do

curiosity about the differences between
boys and girls

  Amber behaviours
preoccupation with adult sexual
behaviour

pulling other children's pants down/skirts
up/trousers down against their will

talking about sex using adult slang

preoccupation with touching the genitals
of other people

following others into toilets or changing
rooms to look at them or touch them

talking about sexual activities seen on
TV/online

  Red behaviours
persistently touching the genitals of
other children

persistent attempts to touch the genitals
of adults

simulation of sexual activity in play

sexual behaviour between young
children involving penetration with
objects

forcing other children to engage in
sexual play
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