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Report to: Schools Forum
Date: 10th January 2019


Report of:  Paul Stevenson
Title:
Updated DSG Allocations 2019/20
Status:  For Information 
1. Introduction

The DfE announced the 2019/20 DSG allocations on 17th December 2018.  This paper sets out the key headlines and implications for each of the 4 blocks i.e. Schools, Early Years, High Needs and Central School Services. 

.   

2. Allocations 

The DFE confirmed on the 17th December 2018, Birmingham’s total indicative DSG for 2019/20 is £1,188.833m (before academy recoupment). Table A sets out the allocation by each of the 4 blocks.
.Table A

	
	Schools Block
 £m
	Early Years  
£m
	High Needs 
£m
	Central School Services             
£m
	Total  
 £m  

	A. DfE indicative allocations 2019/20 (as notified to Schools Forum 27th September 2018)
	909.941
	90.673
	158.534
	17.968
	1,177.116

	B. Updated DfE Notification 17th December 2018
	918.160 
	90.662 
	161.971
	18.040
	1,188.833

	C.  Increase / Reduction (B-A)
	 8.219
	(0.11)
	3.437
	0.072
	11.717


3. Pupil Premium Rates

These are unchanged from 2019/20:

· £1,320 for eligible pupils in year groups reception to year 6 

· £935 for eligible pupils years 7 to 11

· £2,300 for Looked after Children or under an adoption, special guardianship order etc.

· £300 for service children   

4. Further Breakdown
a) School Block
The additional increase of £8.219m is accounted for by the following:

· an increase in primary and secondary pupil numbers of 159 and 2,076 respectively resulting in additional DSG of  £12.762m.  
· Decrease in DSG Growth Funding Allocation of £4.543m.(The growth fund allocation for 2019/20 is £0.364m lower than the estimated figure reported to Schools Forum on 13th December 2018)
The immediate deadline and priority is to submit the Authority Proforma Tool (APT) to the EFA for the Schools block by the 21st January 2019. This sets out the Fair Funding formula BCC will be using for reception to Year 11 pupils in mainstream schools together with the underlying data sets and rates and requires EFA approval. 
The APT submission will incorporate the outcomes of the DSG School block settlement on 17th December 2018 and is used by the EFA to recoup DSG relating to academies. The EFA deadline by which LA’s must issue school budgets to LA mainstream schools (Reception to Yr 11) is 28th February 2019.  Academies will receive their notifications directly from the EFA.  (The authority has until the 31st March 2019 to issue Early Years and High Needs budgets). 
b) Early Years Block
The net decrease in the allocation to BCC of £0.011m is the result of a reduction in Disability Access Funding
c) High Needs Block
The net increase of is £3.437m is accounted for by the following: 
· An additional £0.259m in respect of 64 extra pupils
· Decrease in the pupil imports /exports adjustment amounting to an additional £0.156m

· Additional High Needs Allocation for 2019/20 of £3.022m  This will have a beneficial impact on the financial position, though the precise impact of the funding will require discussion at the School Forum and consideration of the recently agreed Written Statement of Action on High Needs agreed with partners, following the Ofsted review of SEND in Summary 2018. There is likely to be a case for some additional investment to address the underlying deficit on High Needs over a longer-term as part of its recovery plan
Further adjustments to the High Needs block are expected after March 2019
d) Central School Services block

The block has been increased by a further £0.072m due to increased primary and secondary pupil numbers of 2,235.
5. Recommendations
School Forum to:

5.1 Note the DFE DSG Budget notifications issued on the 17th December 2018.
  5.2 Note the additional allocation of £0.072m on the Central School Services block and the addition of this to the unallocated contingency.
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