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Introduction 
 

The suite of Area Transport Plans for the East, North West and South have been written to assist 
in the development of future projects and programmes in an effort to provide a high quality and 
integrated transport network.  This document provides the context and evidence base for projects 
we would like to take forward in future years. 
 

The West Midlands Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 �Making the Connections� sets down the 
strategic principles of smarter management, smarter choices and smarter investment which will 
provide a major catalyst for economic growth and regeneration.  Future projects will contribute to 
the five objectives, ten themes and fourteen targets.  

The priorities of the current Birmingham City Council administration as set out in the Council 
Business Plan & Budget 2013+ provide a frame of reference for scheme development. The Key 
aims for the city are to make Birmingham an �entrepreneurial city�, a �smart city� and a �green city� 
and the priorities are: 

• Tackling inequality and deprivation; promoting social cohesion across all communities in 
Birmingham; and ensuring dignity, particularly for our older people; and safeguarding for 
children. 

• Laying the foundations for a prosperous city, built on an inclusive economy. 
• Involving local people and communities in the future of their local area and their public 

services � a city with local services for local peo ple. 
 
By looking at key areas of demographics, road safety, accessibility, congestion, public transport, 
cycling and walking networks, as well as discussions with planners and stakeholders in the 
constituencies, we have been able to highlight deficiencies and issues.  As a result of the data 
analysis and these discussions, a programme of value for money schemes for future years has 
been developed to tackle the issues highlighted.  
 
This Area Transport Plan covers the East planning area, excluding Ladywood but including all 
wards of Erdington and Hall Green Constituencies.   
 
Constituencies covered in this plan are: 

• Erdington; 
• Hall Green; 
• Hodge Hill; and 
• Yardley. 
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Demographic Review 
 
Introduction 
Carrying out a review of the demographic profile of an area can provide an indication of how 
people travel, the type of person that travels and where they travel.  As a result, this can help 
determine the demands made on the transport system.  As demographics change over time, 
studying the profile of an area can give an indication of both current and future demands on the 
transport network. 
 
This section includes data obtained from the 2011 Census and the Birmingham Transport Study 
2012 carried out with 1000 residents across the city.  
 
Census 2011 
The 2011 Census data and the 2010 Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) have been used to 
derive information on the following topics: 

• Population, deprivation and employment; 
• Age and ethnicity;  
• Car ownership and Rail use 

 
Population, Deprivation and Employment 
2011 Census returns show that the population for the constituencies of Erdington, Hall Green, 
Hodge Hill and Yardley has increased to 442,098.  Population density is above the city average in 
all Constituencies most wards with the exception of Tyburn Ward which has many industrial 
premises, and Moseley & Kings Heath and Sheldon wards, which have significant parkland and 
green spaces.  Inner city wards are characterised by high population density and this is true of 
Bordesley Green and Washwood Heath in Hodge Hill as well as Acocks Green, and Stechford & 
Yardley North, in Yardley Constituency. 
 
The IMD takes into account the following indicators: Income, Employment, Health and Disability, 
Education, Skills and Training, Barriers to Housing and Services, Crime, and Living Environment. 
The index for each of these deprivation indicators is made up of a range of factors which are 
combined together to give an overall score for each indicator.  This score allows each area to be 
ranked relative to one another according to their level of deprivation. 
 
In Figure 1 the Super Output Areas (SOAs), in the bottom 5% are represented in red (most 
deprived), and the SOAs in the top 55% are shown in green (least deprived). In general terms the 
areas of highest deprivation are nearest to the city centre in the wards of Washwood Heath and 
Sparkbrook; however Kingstanding, Shard End and Sheldon wards also show high concentrations 
of deprivation within them.   
 
Unemployment hotspots � areas where unemployment wa s above 30% according to the latest 
unemployment figures (March 2013) are shown in dark blue in Figure 2.  Much of Washwood 
Heath and Sparkbrook along with parts of Hodge Hill and Stockland Green fall into this category. 
Not surprisingly these areas tend to mirror the areas of high multiple deprivation. 
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Figure 1 � East Area Deprivation by Super Output Ar ea (IMD 2010) 
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Figure 2 � Birmingham Unemployment Rates (March 201 3) 
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Age and Ethnicity 
The number of persons aged 0-15 years in Erdington Constituency is in line with the city average 
(22%), which contrasts markedly with Hodge Hill (30%) Hall Green (25%) and Yardley (24%).  
People in this age band account for more than 30% in the wards of Sparkbrook, Washwood Heath 
and Bordesley Green. 
 
Non-white ethnicity is very high in the inner city wards, notably Washwood Heath, Bordesley, 
Hodge Hill, Springfield and Sparkbrook.  In these wards there are high concentrations of recent 
immigrants to this country and those of Asian heritage.  Hodge Hill and Hall Green Constituencies 
shows sharp contrasts between wards for example Shard End ward has a much higher 
concentration of white residents at (82%) compared with the city average (58%). 
 
Car Ownership and Rail Use 
Erdington and Hodge Hill have more non-car households than the Birmingham average (33.8%), 
this is particularly noticeable in Kingstanding, Washwood Heath, and Shard End (42% each) 
 
Lower car ownership and higher unemployment levels tend to be correlated.  Mode of travel to 
work is inclined toward greater reliance on sustainable methods in these areas.  These are 
generally the higher density areas which lend themselves to profitable and higher volume public 
transport services.  Problems occur where there are pockets of deprivation in otherwise less 
deprived areas.   
 
Where income is severely constrained, there is greater reliance on walking and cycling. Anomalies 
occur in areas such as Moseley and Kings Heath where car ownership is average but cycling to 
work is a more popular mode than the city average.  Traditionally this is an area where people are 
open to more sustainable lifestyles 
 
Rail use is below the city average in the Constituencies of the East Area, this is particularly so in 
Hodge Hill where the bus is a more viable alternative.  Usage figures for the stations of Small 
Heath, Adderley Park and Bordesley are the lowest ranked of the 34 stations in Birmingham.  The 
more affluent areas such as Hall Green and parts of Erdington located near to the frequent cross 
city line do use the rail as mode of travel to work.  The annual entrances and exits data at railway 
stations has shown consistent growth in recent years, both national and regionally.  The stations 
within the East area show between -2.47% and +7.92% change in 2010/11 over 2009/10 figures.  
Small Heath has shown the highest growth and Aston the largest decline. For more information 
see Public Transport section.   
 
Birmingham Transport Study 
 
A transport survey was conducted via telephone interviewing during September and October 2012 
to capture residents� transport use, journeys into the city centre as well as views on congestion and 
transport priorities in Birmingham. A representative sample of 1,000 people took part and 
responses were divided into four quadrants dependent on the wards in which the respondents live. 
 
Findings showed that residents who reside in the West quadrant of the city were more likely to 
consider buying a bicycle than those who lived in the East (18% compared with 9%), South (11%) 
and North (12%) quadrants.  
 
Residents residing within the North and West quadrants are most likely to be influenced by 
concerns about safety (25% and 23% respectively) followed by convenience and flexibility (22%). 
Residents of the South quadrant are influenced by the cost of travel and concerns about safety 
equally (23%). Those who live within the East quadrant are significantly more likely to be 
influenced by the cost of travel (29%) and significantly less likely to be influenced by environmental 
concerns (1%).  
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Table 1 � East Area Demographics Census 2011 

East Area Districts Birmingham England

number % number % number % number % % %

Resident population 97,778 100.0 115,904 100.0 121,678 100.0 106,738 100.0 1,073,045 53,107,200
Persons aged  0-15 years 21,683 22.2 29,534 25.5 37,020 30.4 25,573 24.0 22.8 18.9
Persons aged 16-64 years 62,269 63.7 73,639 63.5 71,897 59.1 66,321 62.1 64.3 64.8
Persons aged 65 years or more 13,826 14.1 12,731 11.0 12,761 10.5 14,844 13.9 12.9 16.3
Born overseas 14,691 15.0 36,851 31.8 35,047 28.8 19,105 17.9 22.2 13.8
White ethnicity 71,458 73.1 41,178 35.5 43,397 35.7 70,060 65.6 57.9 85.4
Multiple ethnicity 5,454 5.6 4,453 3.8 5,050 4.2 4,371 4.1 4.4 2.3
Asian or Asian British ethnicity 10,166 10.4 57,382 49.5 60,626 49.8 25,286 23.7 26.6 7.8
Black or Black British ethnicity 9,962 10.2 7,059 6.1 10,211 8.4 5,639 5.3 9.0 3.5
Arab or other ethnicity 738 0.8 5,832 5.0 2,394 2.0 1,382 1.3 2.0 1.0
Population Density per square km 4,448  5,978  5,950  4,735  4,009 407

  
Persons aged 16-74 years 69,179 100 80,135 100 78,086 100 73,783 100 100 100

Employment
Economically active persons 46,262 66.9 49,068 61.2 44,547 57.0 48,877 66.2 64.2 69.9
Employees working full-time 25,349 54.8 23,567 48.0 18,712 42.0 25,975 53.1 51.5 55.2
Employees working part-time 9,077 19.6 9,962 20.3 10,282 23.1 10,360 21.2 19.7 19.6
Self employed 4,076 8.8 6,961 14.2 5,400 12.1 4,956 10.1 10.8 14.0
Full-time students (economically active) 2,077 4.5 2,846 5.8 2,714 6.1 2,210 4.5 6.8 4.9
Unemployed 5,683 12.3 5,732 11.7 7,439 16.7 5,376 11.0 11.1 6.3
Persons aged 16 or over with no qualifications 25,604 33.6 23,861 27.6 33,209 39.2 27,139 33.4 28.2 22.5

Tenure
Owner occupied 21,627 52.7 23,059 58.8 21,422 54.3 24,860 60.0 56.1 64.1
Rented from local authority 6,972 17.0 2,872 7.3 8,271 20.9 7,386 17.8 15.4 9.4
Rented from other social registered landlord 4,872 11.9 4,125 10.5 2,869 7.3 1,962 4.7 8.8 8.3
Privately rented 6,854 16.7 8,483 21.6 5,991 15.2 6,558 15.8 17.9 16.8
Other 683 1.7 705 1.8 930 2.4 681 1.6 1.7 1.3

Amenities
Overcrowded (ONS standard) 3,985 9.7 5,367 13.7 5,898 14.9 4,192 10.1 12.4 8.7
Lacking central heating 2,049 5.0 1,645 4.2 1,690 4.3 2,185 5.3 4.1 2.7
No car or van 16,107 39.3 13,276 33.8 15,720 39.8 14,449 34.9 35.8 25.8

Erdington DISTRICT Yardley DISTRICTHall Green DISTRICT Hodge Hill DISTRICT
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Conclusion 
The East Area covers some inner-city wards where the IMD is high, the age profile is young and 
the ethnic make is characterised by a high proportion of residents with heritage linked to the Indian 
sub continent.  In these areas there is high population density, busy roads and high use of public 
transport.  Though these areas currently have fewer car owning households than average, the 
growth in car ownership in these areas means that residential streets can be heavily parked, which 
has consequences for pedestrian and cyclist safety.  More affluent residents live in Hall Green, 
parts of Moseley & Kings Heath, and Sheldon wards.  Here employment and car-ownership is 
higher, and there is generally less reliance on bus services.   
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Road Safety Review 
The Spectrum accident analysis system gives an evidence base in which to derive future local 
safety schemes.  Road traffic collisions are analysed on an annual basis using various statistical 
measures, rather than just looking at the locations with the highest number of accidents.  Poisson 
tests identify locations where there has been a sharp upturn in the last calendar year compared to 
previous years.  Sites where there are significantly more collisions in the dark and where there are 
more collisions in wet conditions are examined.  Analysing the narrative reports show that in most 
instances there is no discernable pattern to the collisions and the conditions - wet or dry, light or 
dark - do not appear to have a bearing.  Where there is a pattern, these sites have been listed for 
further investigation and possible scheme implementation. 
 
Number of Collisions 
During the eleven years, 2001-2012, using a three year rolling average to eliminate 
inconsistencies; all constituencies in the East Area have seen a reduction in collisions.  This 
information is shown graphically in Figures 1 to 4. 
 
Erdington 
In Erdington Constituency the reduction in accidents is 35%, with all wards showing an appreciable 
decline.  Kingstanding shows the greatest decline, 43%, but this is from the lowest base.  
Stockland Green ward and Erdington wards have the most modest reductions at 30% and 31% 
respectively.  A busy section of the A5127 from Six Ways up to Chester Road runs through this 
area.  Corridor improvement work planned for completion in June 2013 may help to reduce 
accidents in this ward through improved facilities for vulnerable road users. 
 
 

Erdington 2001-2012  3 Year Rolling Average
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Figure 1 � Erdington: 3 Year Rolling Average* 
 
*A three year rolling average has been used to even out any peaks or troughs that might occur in 
any one year due to statistical variation. The year shown is the last of three; this means year 2001 
includes the averages of 1999, 2000 and 2001. 
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Hall Green 
The 28% reduction in Hall Green is heavily biased towards reductions in Moseley & Kings Heath, 
and Springfield wards.  In 2012 there was a sharp decline in accidents in Springfield which was 
previously an area, along with Sparkbrook, that lagged behind the rest of Hall Green.  In absolute 
accidents from 2011 to 2012 Sparkbrook showed a reduction from 144 accidents to 117. 
 
 

Hall Green 2001-2012  3  Year Rolling Average
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Figure 2 � Hall Green: 3 Year Rolling Average 
 
 
Hodge Hill 
The 34% reduction in Hodge Hill is most pronounced in Shard End, despite being from the lowest 
base, compared with the rest of the Constituency.   
 
 

Hodge Hill 2001-2012  3 Year Rolling Average
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Figure 3 � Hodge Hill: 3 Year Rolling Average 
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Yardley 
The 43% reduction between years 2001-2012 is fairly balanced throughout the Yardley 
Constituency, with the smallest fall in Sheldon, 35%, compared with a 45% reduction in the other 
wards. 
 
 

Yardley 2001-2012  3 Year Rolling Average
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Figure 4 � Yardley: 3 Year Rolling Average 
 
 
Potential Safety Scheme Locations 
Collisions recorded on the Spectrum accident system are analysed on an annual basis using 
various statistical measures, not purely by looking at the locations with the highest number of 
collisions.  High collision numbers do not in themselves warrant engineering measures; there 
needs to be a treatable pattern.  Poisson tests identify locations where there has been a sharp 
upturn in the last calendar year and chi square test are used to find sites were there are 
significantly more collisions in the dark than during day light hours and where there are more 
collisions in wet conditions rather than dry.  We also look at locations where there are at least five 
pedestrian collisions in three years or at least three collisions involving cyclists.  Looking at the 
collision narratives, in many instances there is no discernable pattern and the conditions, wet or 
dark, do not always have a significant bearing.  Locations we haven�t prioritised with engineering 
measures are highlighted in the hotspots table.  These locations will be reviewed on an annual 
basis. 
 
The locations provided in Table 1 are places where there are clusters of collisions and where we 
want to carry out a safety scheme, make more detailed investigations or review at a later date.  
Some of the locations have been highlighted in the past and are either in the capital programme as 
a safety scheme or will be incorporated as part of another scheme or long term aspiration.   
 
Figure 5 displays the location of these hotspots.  
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Table 1 � East Area: Accident Hotspot Locations 
 
 

 
 
 

Map 
Ref Constituency Location Comment Further work 

1 Erdington 
Sutton New Road / 

Summer Road 
Nine collisions in three 
years to October 2012.  

Give way markings have been 
implemented as part of 

Birmingham Road 
SmartRoute.  A successful 
Safer Cycle Funding will 

implement works to improve 
visibility of cyclists through the 

roundabout. 

2 Erdington 
Tyburn Road 
(Gravely Hill) 

Seven accidents in three 
years to October 2012 on 
the slip road (BCC owned) 
and overpass (HA owned).  

All took place in wet 
conditions. 

HA would need to fund 
resurfacing or realignment.   

3 Erdington 
Chester Road / 
Sutton Road / 

Birmingham Road 

11 collisions in three years 
to October 2012. Three 

pedestrian accidents south 
of Chester Road. 

Phase one of Birmingham 
Road corridor improvements 

are on site in early 2013, 
though pedestrian crossing 
element is not included in 

phase 1 works due to 
prohibitively high stats costs. 

4 Erdington Salford Circus 
16 collisions, 3 cyclists in 
the three years to October 

2012. Mainly shunts.  

Signalisation would be needed 
to reduce accidents 

significantly.  The Highways 
Agency has put forward a 

signalisation scheme as part of 
their Pinch Points programme 

2013. 

5 Erdington 
Gravelly Hill / 

Kingsbury Road 

10 collisions in three 
calendar years to October 

2012. Problem of right 
turners travelling into 

Kingsbury Road being hit 
by vehicles not giving way. 
Collision reduction scheme 
completed in 2007/08 but 

the problem persists.   

As anti skid is present at the 
junction.  Requires major 

junction redesign / 
signalisation to resolve the 
fundamental issue but land 

requirement currently 
precludes this.   

6 Erdington Six Ways 

12 collisions in three 
calendar years to October 

2012, three accidents 
involving cyclists.  

On road destination marking 
implemented as part of 

Birmingham Road corridor 
improvements. 

7 Erdington 

A38 Tyburn Road / 
A4040 Bromford 

Lane / Wheelwright 
Lane 

12 collisions in three years 
to October 2012 at this 

major signalled junction. 
Three involving cyclists.  

Study work carried out, lack of 
definable pattern and viable 

engineering measures. 

8 Hall Green 
Edgbaston Road / 

Willows Road 

10 accidents in last 3 
years.  Five accidents 
were in wet weather. 

There is no discernable 
pattern but wet weather 

accidents may require surface 
to be analysed. 
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Map 
Ref Constituency Location Comment Further work 

9 Hall Green 
Stratford Road / 
Highgate Road / 
Walford Road. 

27 collisions in the 
three years to October 

2012, four of which 
were pedestrian 
collisions on the 

Highgate Road arm.   

Removal of buildings in 2010 
has improved visibility and 

may account to the reduction 
accidents. Junction 

Improvement scheme is on 
site and completion expected 

Autumn 2013.   

10 Hall Green 

Alcester Road / 
Salisbury Road / St 

Mary�s Row 
 

10 accidents to three 
years Oct 2012, 5 

pedestrians (1 fatal, 1 
serious) 

Safety scheme in capital 
programme, expected delivery 

June 2013. 

11 Hall Green / 
Ladywood 

Haden Circus 
 

22 in three years, 
seven in 12 months to 

October 2012. 
 

Location is included in Ring 
Road Pinch Points bid. 

12 Hall Green 
Shaftmoor Lane / 
Reddings Lane 

12 accidents in last 
three years.  Long 
standing scheme 
proposal, most 

collisions are caused 
by vehicles crossing 

north/south. 

Medium priority scheme within 
the three year capital 

programme. 

13 Hall Green 
Cole Bank Road / 

School Road 
10 in the three years to 

October 2012. 

Junction improvement scheme 
completed August 2011.  Post 
Implementation Review will be 

carried out. 

14 Hall Green Stratford Road near 
Kyotts Lake Road 

Nine collisions in the 
three years to October 
2012. Four pedestrian 

accidents  

Crossing facilities exist within 
100m, a small scheme feasible 
to introduce two uncontrolled 
crossing points in the vicinity.  
Medium priority scheme within 

the three year capital 
programme. 

15 Hall Green 
Edward Road / Hallam 
Street / Lincoln Road 

12 collisions in the 
three years to October 
2012. Six in the last 12 
months. Four serious.  

Priority scheme in capital 
programme 2013-14. 

16 Hall Green 

Moseley Road / Edward 
Road 

 
 

Six collisions in three 
years to October 2012 

 

Five cyclists, though 2 road 
onto road from pavement. 

Monitor. 
 

17 Hodge Hill 
Chester Road / Newport 
Road / Collector Road 

21 in three years to 
October 2012, but only 

two in 2012. 

 
Declining number of accidents 
on previous 3 years. Monitor 

18 Hodge Hill 

 
Alum Rock Road / 

Pelham Road 
 

Six accidents in last 
three years, five in last 

year at this five arm 
roundabout.   

Scheme in capital programme 
2013-14. 

 

19 Hodge Hill Yardley Green Road / 
Hob Moor Road 

Six accidents in last 
year.   

Accidents had no common 
causes. Will monitor location. 

20 Hodge Hill 

Bromford Lane / 
Washwood Heath Road 

/ Coleshill Road / 
Stechford Lane 

13 collisions in three 
years to October 2012. 

 

Yellow Box junction could be 
implemented as part of minor 

safety scheme works.  
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Map 
Ref Constituency Location Comment Further work 

21 Hodge Hill Alum Rock Road / 
Bowyer Road 

Six accidents in three 
years all pedestrians, 

two serious. 

Will be picked up as part of  
major scheme work on Alum 

Rock Road 
 

22 Hodge Hill 

Coventry Road / 
Oldknow Road / St 

Benedicts Road 
 

10 accidents in last 
three years. Four in last 

year 

No defined pattern, monitor 
site. 

 

23 Hodge Hill Heybarnes Circus 

23 collisions in the three 
years to July 2011, 

declined to 15 collisions 
in three years to 
October 2012.  

 

A45 Coventry Road Route 
Enhancement scheme 

implemented in 2011-12 
which may have improved 

visibility and made pedestrian 
/ vehicle movements easier in 

the vicinity.  Lighting 
upgrades programmed for 

2013-14.  

24 
Yardley 

Ladywood Hall 
Green 

Poets Corner  
14 accidents in three 
years, but six in last 

year.  

Works on site may have 
contributed to upsurge.  Red 
Route now in place. Monitor 

25 Yardley  Coventry Road /Brays 
Road 

Five accidents in last 
three years , three in 

last year.  

No pattern in upsurge in 
accidents. Monitor 

26 Yardley 
A45 Coventry Road / 

Hobs Moat Road 

13 collisions in three 
years, five involving 

pedestrians.  

Three pedestrian accidents in 
the last year, all without a 

pattern. Relining work to be 
undertaken by District 

Engineer in 2012-13 which 
may reduce accidents. 

Monitor. 
 

27 Yardley 
Church Lane / Flaxley 

Road 

 
11 accidents in last 

three years, three in last 
year.  

District Engineer 
implemented measures May 

2012 which may resolve. 
Monitor. 

 

28 Yardley 

Yew Tree Roundabout 
� A4040 Stoney Lane / 

Hob Moor Road / 
Church Road 

10 collisions in three 
years to Dec 2012.  No 

common causes. 

Fewer accidents than 
previous three year period.  

Long held aspiration to 
design a new roundabout, 

currently a lower cost option 
is being developed using 

S106 monies. 

29 Yardley 
A4040 Stockfield Road 
/ Rushey Lane / Arden 

Road 

10 collisions in three 
years to Dec 2012, four 

in the last year. 

Measures may be 
incorporated as part of LSTF 
scheme on Stockfield Road. 

 

30 Yardley 
B4128 Bordesley 

Green East / A4040 
Station Road 

13 collisions in three 
years to Dec 2012.  No 

common causes. 
 

Difficult to identify options for 
improvement.  Hard to justify 

right turn stages on either 
accidents or traffic flows.   
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Figure 5 � East Area: Locations of Accident Hotspot s 
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Conclusion 
 
By looking at the accidents hotspots, along with congestion and accessibility issues we prioritise 
locations that require engineering measures.  Junction improvement schemes committed in the 
capital programme, which will improve road safety in subsequent years, include: 
 

• Stratford Road / Highgate Road / Walford Road � du e for completion Autumn 2013  
• Chester Road Major scheme � completion anticipated  by 2016 
• Yew Tree roundabout, S106 funding as part of recently built Tesco store � various options 

have been developed in the past.  Development work on a low cost option is ongoing. 
• Birmingham Road Corridor improvements � though pri mary a scheme to improve 

accessibility for all road users there is an element to improve safety.  Within the East Area 
there will be roundabout markings to improve cyclists� safety at Six Ways and at Summer 
Lane / Sutton New Road roundabouts, as well as improvements to pedestrian facilities at 
Station Road / Edwards Road.  Carriageway resurfacing will be carried out in tandem with 
these improvements. 

 
New local safety schemes to go into 2013-14 programme within the East area include: 

• Alum Rock Road / Pelham Road 
• Edward Road / Hallam Street. 
 

Medium term schemes, which may be implemented between 2014-16, include schemes at: 
• Edgbaston Road / Willows Road / Russell Road 
• Stratford Road near Kyotts Lake Road 
• Shaftmoor Lane / Reddings Lane 
 

Schemes which emphasise the safety of cyclists have been part funded through a Sustrans’ grant.  
These will be implemented, during 2013-14, at: 

• Belgrave Middleway / Longmore Street / Horton Square 
• Three roundabouts on the B4146 in Hall Green 
• Summer Road / Sutton New Road, Erdington. 

 
Local Sustainable Transport Fund schemes in the south and east of the city are in development.  
Locations such as Stockfield Road / Arden Road / Rushey Lane may be picked up through this 
work during 2013-15. 
 
A Highway Agency Pinchpoints bid has been successful at Salford Circus.  Works will include the 
signalisation of this roundabout.  In addition a Local Pinchpoints bid has been made which includes 
the improvement of five junctions on the Ring Road.  If this bid is successful works will include 
capacity and safety improvements at Bordesley Circus, Curzon Circus and Haden Circus.   
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Public Transport Review 
 
Introduction 
This section provides an overview of the public transport networks that are available in the East 
Area Transport Plan area.  A map showing the public transport network is provided in Figure 1. 
 
Bus Services 
According to Centro�s Transforming Bus Travel Strategy, one of the key weaknesses of the 
region�s current bus network is that it is complex and relatively dense with a large number of low 
frequency routes.  In response to this, Centro, in partnership with local bus operators and West 
Midland�s local authorities, have been undertaking a series of Bus Network Reviews.  The aim of 
these reviews is to provide a better network of high quality services for the benefit of existing and 
prospective users, leading to increased bus patronage. By looking at existing bus services and 
changes made as part of Bus Network Reviews we can see if there are any areas that lack of 
provision.  

 
Erdington has good links north and south to Sutton Coldfield and to Birmingham city centre.  Travel 
south west and south east can be made via the Outer Circle, no. 11; however travelling from east 
to west and travelling between Kingstanding, Erdington centre and Castle Vale is difficult.  It can 
take over an hour to reach many areas which are within the city boundary.  Apart from the no.11 
service, there are no links to the west of the constituency and this can affect both employment and 
shopping opportunities.   
 
Hall Green is well served by buses; this is partly due to the characteristics of the population, and 
the location of the constituency on the main route between the major centres of Birmingham and 
Solihull.  In addition to the routes on the main roads that run into Birmingham city centre, there are 
three routes running in a circular fashion through the constituency.  These include the Inner Circle, 
route 8, which runs through the northern part of the constituency, providing links to Small Heath, 
Aston and the Jewellery Quarter.  Route 1 runs through the centre of the constituency and links 
Edgbaston, Five Ways and Acocks Green.  The Outer Circle, route 11, runs through the southern 
part of the constituency and connects with Kings Norton, Selly Oak, Bearwood, Erdington, Perry 
Barr and Stechford.   
 
There are several bus routes such as the 14, 17, 55, 72 and 97 that run along major routes from 
the city centre through Hodge Hill and Yardley, as well as the circular Inner Circle and Outer Circle 
services which provide links to other areas of the city.  A number of other bus routes serve 
residential areas on a less frequent basis. 
 
The South Birmingham Bus Network Review, which includes the Hall Green Constituency, was 
implemented in October 2009 and made the following changes: 

• New direct bus links to the new QE hospital Hawkesley - Selly Oak � Cotteridge -Kings 
Norton, (No 84); 

• Improved links to education facilities such as Cadbury Sixth Form College and 
Birmingham University which has over 30,000 staff and students on site every day; (No 
45); 

• A direct bus service from Holly Hill Road in Frankley to Birmingham city centre; and 
• Improved links to Wythall, Rubery and Pool Farm. 

 
Changes made as a part of the East Birmingham and North Solihull Bus Network Review took 
place in March 2011.  These changes affected Hodge Hill and Yardley:  

• Birmingham � Chelmsley Wood via Alum Rock (No 14) The evening service extended 
from Marston Green to Chelmsley Wood; 

• Birmingham � Tile Cross via Yew Tree (No 17).  Fre quent service with more peak and 
daytime buses.  Sunday daytime service every fifteen minutes; 



 19 

• Sparkbrook - Heartlands Hospital � via Acocks Gree n (No 36 / 36C) This service has 
been extended from Stetchford to Heartlands Hospital; 

• Birmingham � Chelmsley Wood via Alum Rock (No 55) More Buses. Runs via Heath 
Way, Shard End Crescent, Packington Avenue, Longmeadow Crescent and the current 
route to Chelmsley Wood; 

• Birmingham � Chelmsley Wood via Buckland End (No 5 6) some early morning journeys 
have been withdrawn and replaced by journeys on services 55 and 59.  This service 
restores link for Small Heath to Solihull; 

• Birmingham � Kingshurst (No 59) this service provi des a link from Small Heath and 
Yardley to Whittington Oval, Lea Hall, Shard End and Kingshurst; and  

• Birmingham � Solihull via Heartlands Hospital (No 73) Extended service. 
 

The North Birmingham and Sutton Coldfield is the ninth and final bus network review and is 
ongoing during 2013.  This review area covers Sutton Coldfield, Pheasey, Great Barr, Perry Barr, 
Mere Green, Roughley, Erdington, Aston, Handsworth, Castle Vale, Ladywood and Kingstanding 
and the bus services that travel between these local centres and into parts of Sandwell and 
Walsall. As part of the review, a package of highways measures has been identified by BCC.  
Those within the East area to be delivered by April 2014 are:  

• Kingsbury Road / Wood End Road. Rumble Strips across the carriageway at Wood End 
Road and Bromford Lane to Six Ways to slow traffic down allowing vehicles to cross the 
junction.  

• Slade Road. Install a built out kerb just before Stockland Road near to Rapid Homes and 
Stockland Diner, to stop traffic blocking access to the bus stop and causing traffic to build 
up.  

 
 
Rail Services 
The major stations in Birmingham are New Street, Moor Street and Snow Hill.  These provide 
connections to the rest of the country on nine main railway lines.  Table 1 provides information on 
all local stations in the East area and shows that nationwide growth in rail usage is reflected locally. 

The Cross City Rail Line runs from Lichfield to Redditch through Erdington Constituency.  The 
stations served are: Erdington, Gravelly Hill, Aston, Duddeston and New Street in the city centre.  It 
has a frequency of every ten minutes on weekdays and Saturdays.  Frequency decreases in the 
evenings and drops to half hourly on Sundays.  It is used by some commuters but there is no 
parking at Erdington and Gravelly Hill stations which may be a limiting factor as well as the 
competition from frequent bus services. 
 
The West Coast Main Line runs between London and Glasgow, and passes through Hodge Hill 
Constituency.  Local services run between Wolverhampton � Birmingham � Coventry.  These half-
hourly services provide links to Birmingham International, Birmingham New Street and Walsall 
stopping at the two stations in Hodge Hill constituency, Lea Hall and Adderley Park, and Stechford 
station in Yardley constituency.  These quick links to the airport and the city centre provide good 
connections on to the rest of the country.  
 
The other stations in the Yardley, Hodge Hill, Hall Green area are Yardley Wood, Hall Green, 
Spring Road, Tyseley, Small Heath and Bordesley which are on the Worcester / Stourbridge / 
Birmingham (Snow Hill and Moor Street) � Stratford / Leamington line.  Trains run frequently on 
this line, at three services every hour.  
 
The only station near to the Tyburn Road Corridor is Aston Station, which has regular services to 
Birmingham New Street, Lichfield, Redditch, Walsall and Lichfield.  The station is fully accessible, 
but its location on top of a railway viaduct means that it is not very visible.  There are no current 
proposals for changes to these access arrangements.  Centro have an aspiration within their Rail 
Development Plan to increase the length of all platforms on the cross city line to allow nine-car 
trains to use the station.  However, there is no funding for this proposal at present. 
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Table 1 � East Area: Railway Stations Ranked by Usa ge (2009/10 � 2010/11*) 

Rank in 
Birmingham Station Entrances and 

exits 2009/10 
Entrances and 
exits 2010/11 

% 
change 

Parking 
facilities 

11 Erdington 575,628 583,784 1.42 None 

13 Chester Road 563,680 567,660 0.71 155 spaces 

16 Gravelly Hill 402,866 401,598 -0.31 None 

17 Acocks Green 384,260 381,938 -0.60 130 spaces 

19 Yardley Wood 351,714 355,746 1.15 100 spaces** 

20 Hall Green 330,532 341,484 3.31 105 spaces 

21 Aston 344,792 336,266 -2.47 None 

24 Lea Hall 266,262 267,232 0.36 28 spaces 

25 Stechford 202,440 208,830 3.16 None 
28 Spring Road 165,482 169,758 2.58 None 
29 Tyseley 163,428 169,416 3.66 None 
31 Duddeston 138,058 140,980 2.12 None 
32 Small Heath 80,246 86,604 7.92 None 

33 Adderley Park 29,614 31,048 4.84 None 

34 Bordesley 7,410 7,306 -1.40 None 
 
Source: Office of Rail Regulation March 2012 
**Has ParkMark Accreditation (an initiative of the ACPO and the British Parking Association for safer parking) 

 
High Speed 2 (HS2) 
Approval has now been given for HS2, a 140 mile, high capacity railway, designed to standard 
European high speed specifications.  It will significantly reduce journey times between London and 
Birmingham.  Planned to open in 2026, the line will stop at Birmingham Interchange station near to 
Birmingham International airport and the NEC and Birmingham Eastside station.  A further Y 
extension to Manchester and Leeds is planned in future years.  The line will impact some 
residential properties in Hodge Hill but mainly the impacts will be felt by industrial premises. 
 
In order to maximise the economic benefits of HS2, improving local connectivity is very important.  
A �one Station� approach is necessary to make New S treet, Moor Street and Curzon Street 
stations work together as a transport interchange. The method of how these will be linked is yet to 
be determined. 
 
City Centre � Airport, Bus Rapid Transit  
There is the opportunity to change land uses significantly as the Bordesley AAP is progressed and 
this would be necessary to enable effective public transport improvements on the currently 
constrained network.  
 
Feasibility has been carried out on a Rapid Transit route from Birmingham to Solihull. The rapid 
transit corridor would connect Curzon Street, the proposed terminus of HS2, and a proposed HS2 
terminus in the vicinity of Birmingham International (railway station)/ Birmingham Airport.   The 
route within the BCC border would traverse Garrison Circus, Garrison Lane, Bordesley Green, and 
Bordesley Green East.  
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Figure 1 � East Area: Railway Stations  
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Public Transport Proposals 
As part of the Route Management Strategies (RMS) for the arterial routes within the East area, a 
set of proposals which support public transport use and the environment around railway stations 
and bus stops were drawn up.  These are supported but not funded.  Table 2 summarises these 
proposals, and relative cost of each scheme.   

Table 2 � East Area: Public Transport Proposals - u nfunded 

Ward Name of 
Scheme Scheme Details Cost 

Area-wide 
Park and Ride 

expansion 

Explore opportunities to expand Park and Ride sites at 
Acocks Green, Olton, Hall Green, Solihull Tyseley and 

Spring Road. 
Medium 

Area-wide 
Reinstatement 
of passenger 

services 

Reinstatement of passenger services and construction of 
Bordesley Chords on Camp Hill Line. 

High 

Area-wide 
Accessibility 

improvements 
Improved integration between rail and bus services, 
improved accessibility and signage on the A4040. 

Medium 

Area-wide 
Route 

improvements 
Improved integration between bus service 11 and radial 

services. Medium 

Bordesley 
Green, 
South 

Yardley, 
Sheldon 

Metro 
Extension to 

Airport 

Metro extension linking HS2 station in Eastside either along 
the A45 to the airport or through Bordesley Green following 

the route of the 97 via Heartlands Hospital and the 
Meadway. 

High 

Sparkbrook 
/ Springfield 
/ Hall Green 

Real Time 
Information 

Real Time Information at all bus stops along the Stratford 
Road Low 

South 
Yardley / 
Acocks 
Green 

Real Time 
Information 

Real Time Information at all bus stops along the Warwick 
Road Corridor focusing on Route. 

Low 

South 
Yardley 

Bus shelter 
relocation 

Relocation of bus shelter on Coventry Road (west of Swan 
Island EB) to create more space for pavement users. Low 

South 
Yardley 

Bus shelter 
relocation 

Relocation of bus shelter on Coventry Road (east of Swan 
Island EB) to create more space for pavement users. 

Low 

South 
Yardley 

Real Time 
Information 

Installation of Real Time Information at the bus stop on 
Coventry Road, by Asda (inbound) 

Low 

South 
Yardley 

Real Time 
Information / 

bus stop 
relocation 

Installation of Real Time Information at the bus stop on 
Coventry Road, by Asda (outbound). Relocation of this 

stop. 
Low 

Sparkbrook 
Review of bus 
stop locations 

Review of bus stop locations to ease the conflict between 
existing bus stops, on-street parking and through traffic at 

the Stratford Road / Warwick Road junction. 
Medium 

Acocks 
Green 

Bus Network 
Review 

Review of current bus services and routes operating 
through Acocks Green to determine if changes to services 
could improve accessibility, journey time reliability and / or 

interchange opportunities. 

Medium 

Tyburn 
Interchange 

improvements 

Improved crossing facilities for interchanging bus 
passengers from / to the 67 and outer service services at 

Tyburn Road / Bromford Lane. 
Medium 

Nechells 
Station 

improvements 
Improvements to Small Heath Station, including improved 

facilities and provision of parking for station users. Medium 

Nechells 
Station 

improvements 
Increase the number of platforms at Aston Station to nine. High 

Tyburn 
New railway 

station 
New railway station at Fort Parkway High 

Erdington 
Real Time 
Information 

Real Time Information at all bus stops along the 
Birmingham Road 

Low 

Note: Low cost (a capital cost of less than £100,000), Medium cost (£100,000 to £1m), High cost (£1m plus).  
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Accessibility Planning using Accession software, see section 7 for more detail, shows that access 
to the city centre using public transport services is possible within 30 minutes for 84% of the 
population in the East area.  Access to a person�s nearest local centre is within 10 minutes for 86% 
of population. 
 
Public transport journey times have been compared against car journey time data (calculated using 
TrafficMaster).  This has shown that public transport journey times compare favourably against 
journey times by car.  In some cases, public transport journey times are faster by public transport. 
For example, Tyseley has a journey time by car of 20-25 minutes, however by public transport this 
journey is 10-15 minutes.  It is important to note however, that the public transport data is based on 
timetable journeys whereas the TrafficMaster data is based on actual journeys. 
 
There are constraints at Bordesley which do slow all road journeys at this point.  There is the 
desire to improve movements either through Bus Rapid Transit or an extension to the Metro in an 
effort to link New Street Station, the New HS2 station at Curzon Street, the Airport and HS2 
Interchange station.  If this work is progressed this has the potential to provide much better 
connectivity for those living in parts of the East Area. 
 
Conclusion 
People in high density areas, such as Sparkbrook and Washwood Heath, tend to use public 
transport more frequently as there is good provision of services near to where they live and 
therefore a viable alternative to the private car exists.  The downside of having a lot of people living 
near to major transport nodes does mean that these areas are more likely to suffering from poor air 
quality, congestion, noise, road safety problems, community severance and residential parking 
problems.   

Regional rail priorities include the opening up of the existing Camp Hill freight line to passenger 
travel and enable capacity improvements elsewhere on the network. 
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Walking and Cycling Review 
 
In order for walking and cycling to be used as a mode of transport rather than purely for leisure, 
links need to be perceived as both safe and secure and users need the required skills to feel 
confident sharing roads with other road users.   
 
The most popular walking destinations are local centres and schools.  Surveys in local centres 
indicate that walking is the predominant mode of travel for shoppers; however, the main roads 
running through the centres are also busy with cars and HGVs.  This means that there are 
conflicting uses of the transport network, which raises the issue of road safety.  Areas that are not 
well overlooked such as subways and unlit and isolated paths are places where people feel less 
secure walking. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2 displays some of the main walking and cycling routes in the East Area.  On many main 
routes such as Coventry Road and Tyburn Road, pedestrian facilities at the junctions are poor as 
they are optimised to maximise throughput of vehicular traffic.  There are also high-speed 
roundabouts such as Bordesley Circus, Poets Corner and Heybarnes Circus which are not 
conducive to walking or cycling. 
 
Although heavily traffic roads are a barrier to all but the most experienced cyclists, there are a 
number of viable cycle routes within the East area.  These include: 

o Castle Vale � this surfaced, off road, route links Castle Vale  with the Ward End route at 
Kempson Road; 

o Ward End � this mainly on road route provides a way into th e city centre through Hodge 
Hill and Ward End ; 

o Birmingham and Fazeley Canal � provides an off-road route to the city centre pa rallel to 
Kingsbury / Tyburn Road / Lichfield Road before it joins the Birmingham Canal which 
branches to Smethwick; 

Cole Valley Cycle Route � recently completed sectio n, Stechford to Babbs Mill  
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o Birmingham and Warwick Canal � this off road route runs from Salford Circus thr ough 
Bordesley and joins the Grand Union which goes west through Yardley to the Solihull; 

o Stratford Road parallel route � this on road route avoids the busy Stratford Roa d and 
runs from Yardley Wood into the city centre; 

o Rea Valley � this mainly off road route from the south passes  through the western part of 
Hall Green Constituency.  Solar Studs have been introduced on the Rea Valley route to 
encourage use after dark; 

o Cole Valley Route - this off-road route, with its mix of surfaced and unsurfaced paths, 
follows Stratford Road up to Warwick Road and then goes north through Alum Rock and 
Stechford before heading west to Solihull.  The route crosses the Grand Union Canal 
towpath near to the Ackers Activity Centre and traverses green public space towards 
Heybarnes Circus on the Coventry Road providing access to Heartlands Hospital and 
beyond to the Solihull boundary. The Cole Valley route forms part of National Cycle 
Network Route 53, which runs from Birmingham to Peterborough, via Coventry. Surfaced 
cycle paths already exist between Vintage Close / Hodge Hill Road and Old Forest Way, 
with Sustrans’ Linking Places Fund money being used in 2013 to provide a link from 
Stechford Lane to Babbs Mill and crossing facilities at Packington Avenue.  Further year�s 
work may comprise links from Stechford Lane to Bordesley Green East, as well as a link 
from Heybarnes Circus to the Grand Union Canal. Toucan crossings will be needed to 
enable safe crossing of the busy A45 

o Sheldon Country Park � this traffic free link from Sheldon to Marston G reen Railway 
Station and to Bell Lane and Chelmsley Wood was completed in 2013.  

 
�Bike Birmingham: A Sustainable City�s Cycling Strategy 2011 � 2015� aims to get more people 
cycling more often, to reduce traffic congestion and improve activity levels, health and the 
environment.  Proposals include secure cycle hubs around the city centre, which will include cycle 
storage, hire, repair and changing facilities, as well as improved cycle facilities at railway stations.   
 
Birmingham�s Connect2 bid won a share of £50 million Big Lottery funding.  This has provided 
funding for improving existing paths and extending the network of walking and cycling routes in 
Castle Vale, Pype Hayes, Erdington, Tyburn and Sutton Coldfield.  Links in the Pype Hayes Park 
and Pype Hayes Estate area, with improved crossing facilities on Tyburn Road, were implemented 
in 2012. Works help to provide safer cycling to the Yenton and Paget schools.   
 
Further work to assist sustainable travel is expected in the coming years since the winning of more 
than £4m from the Local Sustainable Transport Fund initiative for the Bike North Birmingham 
project, this funding will be used for both physical works and initiatives to encourage cycling.  Cycle 
Champions will be introduced in schools, workplaces and communities to promote cycle use and 
market smarter choices.  Two of the new routes which were completed in the East area in 2012-13 
as part of BNB work are: 

o A connection from Chester Road to Witton Lakes which will provide access to Erdington 
town centre and the railway station. 

o A route linking Tyburn Road to Park Road via Gravelly Hill railway station. 
 

£5.5m of LSTF South monies won as part of the Centro led West Midlands wide bid will include 
works to assist cyclists and pedestrians on: 

 
• Warwick Road 
• Acocks Green Local Centre 
• Stockfield Road junction.   

 
Sustrans� Safer Cycling funded schemes to be implemented in 2013-14 include: 

o Longmore Street / Belgrave Middle Way / Horton Square.  This scheme aims to lessen 
the conflict between cycles and other vehicles at this busy junction.  Currently it is likely that 
less confident and skilled cyclists avoid using this junction which should provide a good link 
to and from the city centre.  A scheme has been developed which proposes to narrow the 
width of the junction for traffic travelling across the Belgrave Middleway.  The provision of a 
traffic islands will stop vehicles from being able to overtake cyclists making crossing safer 
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for cyclists.  It may also deter some movements by unauthorised vehicles.  The existing 
cycle only waiting lanes on Longmore Street and Horton Square, which were designed for 
cyclists to use and wait in when signals are on red, will be closed. Cyclists will use the bus / 
cycle lane where narrowed and can not be overtaken through the junction.   

 
o B4146 roundabout cluster, Hall Green. Improvements will be made at a cluster of three 

roundabouts located on the B4146 in between two strategic local centres Kings Heath and 
Hall Green in the Hall Green area of the city. A review of the accidents suggests that a lack 
of vehicular deflection may be encouraging drivers to enter the roundabout at high speeds.  
The roundabout locations are:  

o Cole Bank Road and Shareholder Road Roundabout  

o Wake Green Road, Cole Bank Road and Swans Hurst Lane Roundabout  

o Brook Lane, Cold bath Road and Wheeler�s Lane Roundabout. 

 
o Summer Lane / New Summer Road. Improvements to this roundabout will aim to 

encourage vehicles to obey the give way markings and highlight the priorities for vehicles in 
and around the roundabout. 

 
Walking schemes which have been identified as priorities in the course of assessing the ease of 
interchange between bus stops, railway stations and local centres but which are currently 
unfunded, include: 

o Hall Green Station on Stratford Road between Cates well Road and Station Road - Pelican 
crossing; 

o Sherburne Road / Yardley Road � Zebra crossing to connect the Outer Circle bus stop and 
Acocks Green Station.  This would require a reduction in limited waiting;  

o North of the Adele Park Station - Pedestrian refuge to facilitate crossing movements; 
o Linking path through the Lyndhurst estate to Chester Road station � this would require land 

take; 
o Lovers Walk, next to Aston Station � needs improve d maintenance and lighting as it is only 

useable during the day. 
 

Cycle Counts in East Area 2012
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Figure 1 � East Area: Cycle Count data 2012 
 

There are 12 cycle counters in the East Area, only Rea Valley and Elm stead Avenue have a full 
year�s data. As one would expect usage is greater in the summer months.  As more data becomes 
available we will be able to compare usage year on year and see the relative importance of 
commuter and leisure cycling. 
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Conclusion 
Significant barriers to walking and cycling exist.  Heavy traffic flows on main roads make movement 
by cycle and on foot unpleasant and hazardous.  Air quality and noise is also a problem, particularly 
in areas such as Tyburn, where there is a higher than average incidence of HGV traffic.  Locations 
such as Salford Circus, and various locations on Coventry Road and the Swan Island roundabout 
have subways which present a challenge to personal safety as there are a many �blind corners� and 
subways by definition lack natural surveillance.  The Highways Agency has won pinch points funding 
to signalise the Salford Circus roundabout which should improve safety for all road users.  S106 
funding is available at Swan Island and a public realm improvement scheme is currently being 
designed.   

 
Useful cycling and walking routes exist, however, some such as Birmingham and Fazeley canal, are 
not lit at night and suffer from lack of surveillance.  As a result of the perceived personal safety issues 
these routes are not used to their full potential.  
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Figure 2 – East Area: Cycle and Walking Routes 

 


