BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL
2012+ BUDGET CONSULTATION
With Young People
Thursday 24th November
Quaker Hall, Northfield
16 people attended the meeting on Thursday 24th November.
The attendees were from 8 different postcodes across the city.
1.0

Concerns about specific savings proposals.

1.1

Fostering and Children’s Homes
.It would be expensive to set up.
Will they get enough foster parents?
With the economic cuts, people won’t volunteer to foster in
case they loose their jobs.

For the attention
of Department/s
Children, Young
People &
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Careers Advice/Connexions
A number of young people thought it was ‘ridiculous’ to cut
Connexions given the situation of the country. ‘Long term
Young People have to look to the future and get better jobs,
and you want us to save the economy’.
The view of Connexions was mixed.
Four remembered seeing a Connexions officer.
Two said the advice they received was ‘terrible’ and ‘they
didn’t tell us anything’. It was felt that it all depended on the
individual Connexions officer concerned.
Others said they had a good experience of Connexions. They
received ‘lots of information’ but they need more provision in
schools, not Colleges.
People did not think the internet was good enough. ‘you need
more personal advice’.
1.2

Sports
Young People want to take part in sport. It is anti-stress. What
will young people do?

Environment &
Culture

Lottery
Has it been tried elsewhere? It is likely to work to the size
needed to make it worthwhile?
Golf Courses
In favour of the proposal.
Waste Collection
Taxes are paid for these services. Charges would target
families and people on low income.
1.3

Young people need buses.

Development

1.4

Regarding proposals to increase multiple occupancy
licences: landlords will increase the rents.

Homes &
Neighbourhoods

2.0

Possible Alternative Actions to Make Savings

2.1

Efficiencies
Always suspicious about efficiency savings – how can you
suddenly find efficiency savings?
Heard that the Council used to spend £2.3m on their website,
now they spend a fraction of the cost.
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2.2

Staff Salaries and Councillors Allowances.
Councillors have a lot of perks. They should freeze or reduce
their salaries.
Senior staff have high wages. Why are they there?

Corporate
Resources &
Democratic
Services

2.3

They need innovation. New ideas.

All Departments

3.0

Other Points Made at the Meeting
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3.1

Other .
The cuts seem to be all social, to do with everyday life, rather
than economic or financial.

All Departments

Young people don’t believe the consultation will make a
difference. Young people are not listened to because young
people don’t vote.
Integrated Family Support
IFSTs are a good idea. They should invest in families and try
to keep them together. Educate parents. Social workers are
too quick to put children in care, often for cultural reasons.
Youth Services
The Youth Club plays a huge role in my community. Kids have
no-where else to go.
How many people benefit from Youth Clubs? A proportion will
always be less likely to use them. Are the kids who make
trouble the ones who would use Youth Centres?
They should get support by other means – charities and
businesses. Big Society. People will chip in, but it won’t be in
the right areas. The Council should redirect Council time to
getting people on board.

Children, Young
People &
Families

