
APPLY FOR YOUR GRANT NOW
The Lozells and Soho Hill Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) was set up
to assist in regenerating and restoring specific historic properties within
the Lozells and Soho Hill Conservation Area. The THI has a budget of
£1.68million for properties within the area.

The funding is limited, so the sooner you apply for grants the more likely
you are to be successful. 

What is a conservation area?

The Lozells and Soho Hill Conservation Area was designated in July
1979. It is an area of 'special architectural or historic interest', the
character or appearance of which merits protection or enhancement.
Buildings, both listed and unlisted, make a large contribution to an
area's distinctive character or appearance and form the basis of a
conservation area. The designation of a conservation area by the council
introduces additional planning procedures that are intended to make
sure that any alterations do not detract from an area's character and
appearance and to conserve and improve those qualities that make up
the 'special interest' of an area.
This THI grant scheme has been set up to assist in conserving and
improving these qualities.

What works are eligible under this grant scheme? 

Repair and restoration works that achieve comprehensive repairs to the
particular historic property and contribute towards the objective of
'preserving or enhancing the character of the Conservation Area'.
Repairs eligible for grant generally include works to the exterior facades,
and the roof (internal structure only if necessary for structural stability). 

Lozells & Soho Hill 
Townscape Heritage Initiative

Lozells & Soho Hill 
Townscape Heritage Initiative Area (THI)
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Hamstead Road, Lozells.
Reinstatement of front bay window with
one more appropriate to a Grade II
Listed Property.

Hamstead Road, Lozells.
Reinstatement of columns.

Hamstead Road, Lozells.
Reinstatement of the original style
wooden sliding sash windows.

Soho Road, Lozells.
Restoration works.

Soho Road, Lozells.
Example of missing detailing

Soho Road, Lozells.
Example of damage caused by water
penetration

A traditional streetscene



Examples of eligible works:
Examples include a modern shopfront replaced with the original design
using traditional materials, uPVC windows & doors to the front of a
property to be installed with appropriate ones using traditional designs
and materials. 

In order to ensure that the works are to an appropriate standard the
appointment of an approved architect or surveyor with experience in
historic building repair will normally be expected. Professional fees for
this service are eligible for grant assistance providing the agent
supervises the works and certifies payment to the contractor. 

VAT is also eligible for grant aid unless the applicant is VAT
registered or the property is zero-rated.

Extensions, conversion works and internal works such as heating,
electrical, kitchen and bathroom works, and decoration are not
eligible for grant.

Examples of building works that may normally be
eligible for Grants:

General structural repairs
For example the repair and consolidation of masonry walls, timber roof
structure, beams, lintels, floor joists. 

Specialist treatments
Damp proofing and the eradication of rot in structural timber. 

Windows, doors and external joinery
Repair or where necessary, the replacement of windows and external
doors of architectural interest. The repair or replacement of external
joinery that contributes to the character of the building, including
historic shopfronts. 

Reinstatement after repair
Only where required as a direct result of the above -replastering for
example. 

Re-roofing and high level repairs
New roof coverings in natural materials - comprehensive re-roofing, but
not patching. Repairs/renewal of leadwork, gutters and other high level
repairs. 

Chimney repairs
Reinstatement or repair, including rebuilding of stacks and reinstatement
of pots.

Leadwork
Repair/renewal of existing leadwork and the provision of new
weatherings, eg flashings, soakers and cappings.

Brickwork and stonework repairs 
Repairs of external brickwork and stonework, including selective
rebuilding and replacement of decayed bricks or stone in matching
materials. Repointing where necessary. 

Render repairs and re-rendering
Repairs to external render in lime based material. 
Repairs or reinstatement of render or stucco details, eg cornices,
pilasters and other architectural details. Total rendering is eligible only if
unavoidable. 

External cleaning and paint removal
Cleaning of stonework and brickwork is only eligible in cases of heavy
soiling where cleaning will facilitate an assessment of other repairs
needed. Paint removal may be eligible. 

Special architectural features 
Repair/reinstatement of architectural features, including ironwork. 
For example, boundary wall with railings using traditional materials and
techniques. 

Grants may be available for up to: 

90% for restoring authentic architectural and heritage details 
70% for repairing the structure and fabric 
40% for bringing vacant floor space back into use 

The emphasis of the scheme is on protecting, repairing and reusing
existing historic buildings. 

Please bear in mind that funding is limited and the sooner you apply for 
grants the more likely you are to be successful. 

Grants offered are subject to standard conditions.

If you are interested in making a grant application, or would like further
information, please contact:

Bharat U Chauhan
Tel: 0121 675 0620
Email: bharat.chauhan@birmingham.gov.uk

Or write to:

The Conservation Group,
Planning & Regeneration, 
Birmingham City Council, 
Alpha Tower, 
Suffolk Street, 
Birmingham B1 1TUExamples of appropriate detailing.
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