Consultation on the proposed new high
speed rail lines from Birmingham to
London, Manchester and Leeds
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WHAT IS HIGH SPEED RAIL?

High Speed Rail is a state of the art
railway capable of travelling at speeds
of up to 250mph, double the speed of
conventional trains that operate in the
UK today. High speed trains can be
longer than normal trains, or even
double deck, and so can carry twice
as many passengers. They are
specially engineered to be as energy
efficient as possible. The distance
between stations on high speed rail
lines is generally greater than on
normal rail lines in the UK.

WHAT IS HS2?

High Speed Two or HS2 is the name
given by the Government to a
proposed brand new high speed rail
line from London to the North.

Phase one is the new route from
Birmingham to London. Direct
services from London via Birmingham
would also run to Leeds, Manchester
and Glasgow. These services will run
at standard speeds (up to 125mph)
on existing rail lines north of
Birmingham, and then at up to
250mph on the high speed line
between Birmingham and London. In
phase one there would be four trains
per hour between Birmingham and
London during peak times, and three
during the off-peak.

After the first phase from Birmingham
to London is complete around 2026,
the high speed lines could be extended
to Leeds and Manchester creating a
'Y* shaped network by 2032.

WHY DO WE NEED HS2?

Our transport system is becoming full
to capacity, and needs to be
expanded and improved within the
next 20 years to cope. Increases in
population mean more people want to
travel. Changes in our economy mean
that more jobs are becoming based in
our cities and town centres. This
means more demand for public
transport, particularly railways. Road
traffic congestion costs the economy
billions of pounds every year as well
as harming the environment.

In order to encourage the use of rail
instead of roads for both people and
goods, we need to expand the
existing rail network. It is predicted
that the number of people wanting to
use rail to travel between Birmingham

and London will more than double
over the next 20 years. Improvements
to existing railways are already
planned in the short term. However, in
the longer term, continuing to upgrade
existing lines will not be enough,
would cost a lot of money compared
to the benefits it would give, and
would cause delays and disruption
while the work was being done. For
these reasons the Government is
proposing to build a new high speed
rail line. This would:

Provide significant extra capacity
for longer distance journeys;
Allow the existing rail network to
be used for more local journeys
and freight;

Make journey times quicker
between Birmingham and
London, other major cities and
other parts of the UK; and

Make it possible to have direct
services to continental Europe via
the Channel Tunnel.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF HS2?

As well as significant national
economic benefits, HS2 would provide
specific benefits to Birmingham and
the West Midlands by sharing some of
the wealth that is currently focused

around London and the South East.
Studies show that once the lines
connecting Birmingham to London,
Manchester and Leeds are completed,
the West Midlands metropolitan area
could see:

22,000 extra jobs;
Increase of £300 in
average annual salary
per worker; and

£1.5bn increase in annual
economic output.

HS2 could have other benefits including:

HS2 would be good for the
environment, through people and
goods using rail rather than road
or air travel;

There is no pollution from the
high speed trains along the route
as they are powered by electricity;
Local roads and community
facilities could be improved where
changes are needed to make way
for the new rail lines; and

HS2 could also encourage
improvements to local public
transport and walking and cycling
networks as part of works to
improve access to HS2 stations.
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PHASE 1: THE ROUTE WITHIN BIRMINGHAM

LONDON TO BIRMINGHAM
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construction work could start on London to Birmingham Visit: www.birmingham.gov.uk/hs2

around 2017, with opening scheduled around 2026. Complete the FREEPOST questionnaire attached to
TNiS document.
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and | eeds could open around 2033 Eurther detailed You can also respond directly to the Government’s

consultation on phase two is planned for 2012 consultation. You can find more information via:

depending on the results of the phase one http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk

consultation. TS ZENquUITIesS@NS2.gsS.gov.uk

— Drop-in public exhibitions will be held as part
— of the Government’s consultation
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Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery
Chamberlain Square, Birmingham
B3 3DH
Friday 17" June 8am to 8pm
Saturday 18" June 9am to 5pm

Hodge Hill Constituency Office Car Park
Washwood Heath Road, Ward End
Birmingham B8 2HB

Monday 23 May

8am to 8pm

Y : —

Map data © OpenStreetMap and contributors 2011. Map data © OpenStreetMap and contributors 2011.

For translations, large print, Braille or audio, please phone 0121 303 7758

If you have hearing or speech difficulties, please call us via typetalk on: 18001 0121 303 7758
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' Have

your say

Please consider the proposals and tick the appropriate
box below. If you write what your reasons are for your
view it will assist our understanding. If you have any
additional comments please complete the form below.

[C1 1 fully support the proposals for HS2
[C1 1 do not support the proposals for HS2

[C1 1 support the proposals for HS2 apart from the
following (please describe):

My reasons for supporting/not supporting are:

I have the following further comments:

Please write in your postcode (required):

Is this (please tick):

[C1 Your home postcode
[C] Your business postcode
Please tick all that apply:
[[1 1 live in Birmingham

[C1 1 work in Birmingham

[T 1 run/own a business in Birmingham

Please detach, fold, moisten, seal and return by:
Friday, April 29", 2011.

Any information supplied will be stored in accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1998. Information supplied will be used solely by
Birmingham City Council as part of this public consultation exercise.
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moisten here
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